Advanced Building Energy Efficiency
Policy Task Force (ABEEP) Meeting

Conducting Effective Stakeholder
Engagement to Advance Efficiency

September 16, 2026



Agenda

e Welcome and announcements

* Stakeholder engagement for advanced energy policies
Cassie Johnson, City of Columbus

* Discussion: Stakeholder engagement in your community

* Pilot program — Stretch Code Compliance Enforcement
Support

* Next steps and conclusions
Municipal survey
APA-IL Conference
MEEA Energy Codes Conference
Efficient and Resilient Public Buildings Grant Opportunity



Support for Advanced Municipal Building Energy Policies

Our Goals

Partnership with Metropolitan Mayors
Support municipalities on their journey Caucus through Advanced Building Energy
. . . Efficiency Policy (ABEEP) Task Force
"l"\ towards the adoption and implementation
o of advanced building energy programs and

policies like stretch codes and BPS ‘

Provide direct technical assistance to
municipalities, community members, and
other stakeholders to address barriers and
identify energy savings opportunities

expanding the reach and uptake of high-

O Accelerate market transformation by
= efficiency building practices and policies https://mayorscaucus.org/abeep-task-force-
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What does our support on the pathway to advanced
building energy policies look like?

1) Exploration/Preparation 2) Adoption 3) Implementation

For communities beginning
to explore building energy

For communities considering
stretch codes or Building

For communities adopting or
implementing advanced

efficiency policies Performance Standards building energy policies

* Presentations,
tabling, fact sheets,

¢ Drafting and
reviewing policy

e Benchmarking/BPS
Covered Building List

case studies on language support
stretch code, BPS, e Facilitating * Compliance tracking
building energy stakeholder guidance
planning discussions and e Target setting
* Building stock energy customizing analyses
analysis resources for

e Energy planning

* Municipal builders, developers, resources for
benchmarking code officials, building owners,
general public developers
. J . / . J




Illinois Stretch Code Update




Strech Code Development History

2021: CEJA directs the creation of the IL Stretch Code

2025: The 2023 stretch code becomes available for adoption

Spring 2025: The 2026 stretch code development process
begins

b A new IL Stretch Energy Code will be developed every three years




What's Happening Now?

* A draft of the 2026 Illinois Stretch Energy Code was
published on 12/2/2025

* Based onthe 2024 |IECC, created by the Capital
Development Board with input from the Illinois Energy
Code Advisory Council

* CDB approved the stretch code, code sent to the Joint
Committee on Administrative Rules in the Register on
9/11

e Started a 45-day minimum comment period
 JCAR will then vote on approval of the code



Established Energy Targets

Commercial Buildings

By 6/30/24 must have a site energy index no greater tha @1 the 2006 IECC.
By 12/31/26 must have a site energy index no greater than .50 of the 2006 |ECC.

By 12/31/29 must have a site energy index no greater than .44 of the 2006 |ECC.

By 12/31/32 must have a site energy index no greater thaf the 2006 IECC.

Residential Buildings

By 6/30/24 must have a site energy index no greater thaf the 2006 IECC.

By 12/31/26 must have a site energy index no greater than .40 of the 2006 |ECC.

By 12/31/29 must have a site energy index no greater than .33 of the 2006 IECC.

By 12/31/32 must have a site energy index no greater tha@f the 2006 IECC.
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Key Differences - Commercial
Base Code vs. Stretch Code

Feature Commercial Base Code (2024 IECC) 2026 Commercial Stretch Code (Draft)
Mandatory Metric Energy Cost Site Energy

Demand Response Optional Appendix Mandatory

Battery Ready Optional Appendix Mandatory

Electric Ready Optional Appendix Mandatory for certain occupancies
Renewable Energy Mandatory Mandatory

EV Infrastructure Optional Appendix Mandatory

Additional Efficiency Credits Required, varies by building group, 1.25x for non-

Required, varies by building type

(C406) electric buildings
Required Credits (C406) Moderate Increased
Grid & Renewable Credits Flexible Capped

Stretch Code includes all provisions of the 2024 IECC and then some!



Residential Energy Code

Base Code vs. Stretch Code

Section Residential Base Code (2024 IECC) 2026 Residential Stretch Code (Draft)
Electric Ready Optional Appendix Mandatory

Demand Response Capable Optional Appendix Mandatory

Solar Ready Optional Appendix Mandatory

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure EV Charging Act EV Charging Act

Additional Efficiency Credits 10 Credits 31 Credits (with combustion equipment)
(Prescriptive Path) 16 Credits (all-electric)

80% of Reference (energy cost) with

: . 52% of Reference (site energy) with combustion
combustion equipment

Performance Path Target equipment

o _
£ OF FEErenes (Hhsig) st o el 84% of Reference (site energy) for all-electric

electric
54 with no onsite power 40 with combustion equipment
ERI Score Target (CZ5) 43 with onsite power 46 for all-electric

Stretch Code includes all provisions of the 2024 |[ECC and then some!



Stretch Code Funding Opportunity

» $200k available for communities to investigate the stretch code
* Does not require commitment to adoption
* Groups of 5+ municipalities can apply collaboratively for
$1 million

* Applications due 12/31; support available for preparing
applications

* Four communities have been awarded, others exploring

Upcoming webinar to learn more, 10/6, 12pm


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_N5pMyeffTNCaUjz5pTic6Q#/registration

Stretch Code Grant

How Can Municipalities Use Grant Funding?

-

o

Education and Training
Municipal staff time
Training for Buildings Department
staff
Purchase and development of
training materials

~

)

-

\_

Planning and Analysis
Long-term strategy development
Cost-benefit analysis
Tracking and reporting savings
Updating related building codes

~

-

/

o

Technical Assistance
Hiring support for all activities
Third-party support for
enforcement

~

)

-

o

Outreach and Engagement
Community Engagement
Cohort and regional collaboration
Private sector education and training

~

)




Oak Park Electrification Ordinance Update

Background

* Oak Park adopted an all-electric new construction ordinance for commercial and
residential buildings, effective 1/1/2024

* In April 2025, Clean Energy Choice Coalition sued the Village under claims that the
ordinance violated the federal Energy Policy and Conservation Act (EPCA)

Outcome

* In July, the case was ruled in the Village's favor, stating that the law was not in conflict
with EPCA

* This mirrors similar cases across the U.S., with one major exception, setting the
precedent that all-electric construction ordinances are permissible under the law



https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/litigation-tracker/clean-energy-choice-coalition-nfp-v-village-oak-park-il-2025

lllinois Municipality Survey for Building Energy Policies

Your input will help us understand your community’s priorities, policy interests, and how we can better support you.

* Bi-annual survey conducted by our team on behalf of ComEd

e Covers stretch codes, energy benchmarking, and Building
Performance Standards (BPS)

e Seeking to better understand:

«  Where communities are at in their energy policy journeys
* Likelihood of policy adoption across the region
* Key barriers to adoption, implementation, and compliance

e Survey results will help us identify areas for additional community
support, new resources and technical assistance opportunities,
and inform our understanding of the regional market outlook for
advanced building energy policies

Please look for an email from our team with the survey in the next 1-2 weeks.



Stretch Code Enforcement Support




Stretch Code Compliance Enforcement Support

Objectives:
* Provide technical support to municipal code enforcement staff

* Offer resources to respond to technical questions that arise during
plan review and/or building inspections

* Supplement capacity for over-stretched Buildings Department
staff

* Provide on-the-job training (as needed)






Energy Efficiency, Resilience Grants for Public Buildings

* Apply for grants through lllinois EPA by 9/30 to improve energy efficiency,
resilience in local government buildings

* Grants range from $50,000 to $200,000

» Scored competitively based on $1 invested per kilowatt hour saved by proposed project

* Require a cost share of 5-10%
* 5% cost share for awards between $50,000 and $100,000
* 10% for awards of $100,000.99 to $200,000
* 5% for properties in EJ areas of concern, regardless of total award requested

* Eligible projects include: Building envelope insulation, window replacement,
lighting upgrades, heating and cooling system retrofits, a transfer switch for
backup power systems, and more

* Applications mustinclude an energy efficiency assessment conducted in the
last 5 years. ComEd offers free assessments.

* Find out more: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/government-and-public-
institutions-/efficient-and-resilient-public-building-grant-program.html
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A Building Performance
Standard in Columbus

September 16, 2026



Columbus, Ohio Context

Population: 933,263, 15 largest city

Affordable housing and development are
very important in our city

Deregulated energy market where natural
gas is far cheaper than electric

HB 6... whomp whomp - Got rid of
mandated utility incentives

State holds Building Code authority

20



Columbus Building Energy Performance
Standard (BEPS) Framework

Manufacturing & Data
Centers need to be included
What about renewable
energy and other ways that
buildings are being more
sustainable?

How will this be feasible for
affordable housing units?
Keep the policy simple and
mirror benchmarking where
possible

Residents and Building
Owners are feeling the strain
of energy prices

Need financial and technical
resources to comply

Current BPS Legislation
& Research

Columbus
BEPS

Feedback from Columbus’
Stakeholder Strategic Priorities
Process and Goals

Institute for Market
Transformation Model
BPS Ordinance
Montgomery County, St.
Louis, Seatle (& other)
BEPS Ordinances

Columbus Climate Action
Plan

City of Columbus
Strategic Roadmap
(Housing & Prosperity)

21




Stakeholder Engagement Process




Q

The Pathway to BEPS Thus Far

Advisory Group

Passed Benchmarking City committed to S
as part of the Climate National BPS Healthy Buildings Rele.ase draft for
public comment

Challenge Coalition

July 2025 - Nov. 2025 2026

March 2020 2023

July 1st-Aug. 30,

BPS Passage

November 2026

2024 March - May 2026

)
December 2021 \
Received RECI Grant Public Meeting &
Focus Groups

Published Columbus
Climate Action Plan

Oct.-Nov. 2026

City Council
hearings and
Meetings

O

All of 2027

Rules and
Regulations

23



Healthy Buildings
Advisory Group

Key components:

* Clear purpose, length, and
invitation list

* Settopics per meeting:
* Setting the context
* Policy components workshop
* Scenarioimpacts
* Incentives & technical support
* Compliance & enforcement

* All parties (suspected opponents
& proponents) in the room from
the beginning

* Clear expectations for next steps

24



Public
Meeting &
Focus Groups

Public Meeting:

e Showcased the core structure of
our policy

 Continued transparency &
opportunities to engage

* *People wanted more information
than we had at the time

Focus Groups:

 2withresidents; 3 with building
owners

 Virtual and in person options
with gift cards + food

 *Adapted concept over timeto
meet requests from public



Draft: Survey,
Office Hours, 1 on
1 Meetings

Key components:

Implementation vs. whatis in the
code

Many opportunities for feedback

Making clear asks of partners to get
adequate feedback

Level of transparency will determine
what kind of feedback you get

Up Next: The Final Stretch

Edits to the draft, leadership
briefings, City Council committee
presentation, 2 readings at City
Council, rules & regs

Keeping stakeholders engaged
throughout timeline uncertainty

26



Getting The Word
Out

Recruitment Methods:

Our platforms: social media, newsletter,
tabling

Partnerships with other orgs: Public
meeting was in partnership with MORPC,
Office hours was in partnership with Ohio
Environmental Council + CREDA,
provided materials to Healthy Buildings
Advisory Group

Social media advertising

City networks: mailed post cards +
information in city trash reminder



Community Engagement By the Numbers

902 Stakeholders Engaged

92 Comments I A\ o]gY 23
on BEPS Group Presentations
Draft Meetings Given

KLLADI e 1ig Dl slleEle Y Met with S peer cities



Key Takeaways

%% Give opportunity after opportunity...after opportunity

Q Transparency showcases due diligence

@ Stay focused on the key outcomes and say them often

fiff  People will always want more information than what you have figured out

s2= Tailoring information based on the group will allow residents to get more involved

29



Thank youl!

assie Johnson, cjjohnson@columbus.gov




Discussion Questions

* What messages around efficiency resonate with
your residents, business owners, etc.?

* How have you utilized stakeholder feedback in
designing local efficiency programs?

* What kind of support would be helpful in your
stakeholder engagement efforts surrounding energy
efficiency?




Thank You!

Contact Information:
Cheryl Scott, Metropolitan Mayors Caucus | cscott@mayorscaucus.org
Emma Hurbanis, MEEA | ehurbanis@mwalliance.org
Sarah Wells, Slipstream | swells@slipstreaminc.org
Dan Streit, Slipstream | dstreit@slipstreaminc.org

Katie Kaluzny, Illinois Green Alliance | kkaluzny@illinoisgreenallian
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