
Power Smart: Engaging Low 
Income Communities in Energy 

Efficiency



About 
African 
American 
Christian 
Foundation 
(AACF)

Our Mission
AACF strengthens individuals and families 
by providing workforce development, 
housing stability services, and supportive 
programming that expands access to 
economic opportunity.



What We Do

1

Provide job readiness 
training and career 
pathways (CNA, 
Pharmacy Tech, customer 
service)

2

Support housing stability 
and wraparound case 
management

3

Deliver youth and adult 
workforce development 
programs

4

Connect community 
members to essential 
resources and benefits

5

Partner with local 
agencies to expand 
access to education, 
employment, and 
supportive services



Our 
Community 
Focus

Serve residents across West Cook County and 
surrounding communitiesServe

Prioritize individuals and families at or below 
80% AMIPrioritize

Deliver trauma-informed, culturally responsive 
programmingDeliver

Build pathways to long-term economic stabilityBuild



Program 
Overview 

Partnering with Village of 
Oak Park to educate 100 

community members in the 
Oak Park, West Suburban 

and Chicagoland Area

First event scheduled for 
May 14, 2026 at Oak Park 

Library

Registration and outreach 
ongoing

Content Planning 
Underway

Barrier Anticipations



Marketing-Community 
Outreach 

• Internal coordination across housing and 
workforce programs underway

• Direct outreach from case managers to 
eligible 

• Promotion through email, phone calls, and 
registration link distribution

• Community visibility through Village of Oak 
Park partnership

• Case manager relationships proving 
effective for recruitment



Early 
Engagement 
Results

Strong early 
interest from 

income-eligible 
households

20 confirmed 
workshop 

participants 
prior to first 

session

Case manager 
relationships 

proving 
effective for 
recruitment

Cross-program 
coordination 

strengthening 
outreach 
capacity



Challenges 
Identified

• Difficulty reaching some clients due to 
temporary phone service disruptions
• Parking costs at workshop location 
may create participation barriers
• Staff using multiple outreach channels 
to maintain engagement
• Exploring parking assistance options 
such as participant gift cards
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