Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program
Sample Newsletter Article


Please feel free to use this sample content in your organization’s newsletter or as a starting point for your own personalized article. The table can be found in a few formats at the Caucus’ IHWAP Sample Visual webpage.

[bookmark: _Hlk216874218]Note that Community Action Agencies (CAAs) locally process IHWAP applications. Please see the list of CAAs and their respective county below, so that you can include the county(ies) information that is relevant for your municipality. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

Reduce your energy bills with the Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program (IHWAP)

[bookmark: _Hlk216874299]If you meet income eligibility requirements, you may qualify for free weatherization services and upgrades through the Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program (IHWAP). These upgrades make homes more energy-efficient, reducing the energy needed to stay warm in winter and cool in summer. Additional benefits include improved comfort and better indoor air quality, which can positively impact health.

[bookmark: _Hlk216875124][image: ]Residents can apply to IHWAP if their household’s combined income is at or below 200% of the federal poverty level (see chart.) If eligible, an energy assessor will evaluate your home and use a computerized energy audit to determine which measures should be prioritized. Certified contractors will then complete the most cost-effective improvements, including health and safety upgrades. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216874455]Weatherization services funded through IHWAP may include:
· Air sealing
· Attic and wall insulation
· HVAC repair or replacement
· Water heater repair or replacement
· Electric base load reduction (lighting and refrigerator replacement)
· Ventilation and moisture control measures (plus other health and safety improvements)

[bookmark: _Hlk216875594]How to Apply 
[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]
Although IHWAP is administered by the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO), applications are processed locally by community action agencies. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216875634]**Insert instructions on how to apply according to the Community Action Agency that corresponds to your county.

· [bookmark: _Hlk216875654]Cook County: Apply through the Community and Economic Development Association of Cook County (CEDA). Visit CEDA website to find partner intake sites near you.
· DuPage County: Contact DuPage County Community Services at 630-407-6500 or 1-800-942-9412, or email weatherization@dupageco.org. More info at DuPage County Community Services website.
· Kane County: Apply through Community Contacts Inc. (CCI). Fill out the Weatherization Interest Form at CCI website. You can also email CCI or call 847-697-8800 to schedule an appointment. 
· Kendall County: Contact the Kendall County Health Department at 630-553-9100 or visit their website.
· Lake County: Apply through Community Action Partnership of Lake County. Call 847-249-4330 or visit their website for details.
· McHenry County: Contact McHenry County Housing Authority. Complete the application packet on the website and call 815-527-7223 to schedule an intake appointment.
· Will County: Apply through Will County Center for Community Concerns (WCCCC). Fill out a request form at WCCCC website or apply in person after reviewing documentation and office hours.
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1​ ​$31,300

​2 ​$42,300

​3 ​$53,300

​4 $64,300

​5 ​$75,300

​6 ​$86,300
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