Chicago Innovation Awards
Vote for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus for the “People’s Choice Award”

As a Top 100 Finalist in the Chicago Innovation Awards, the Caucus is also in the running for the
annual “People’s Choice Award,” selected through online balloting
at: https://chicagoinnovation.com/nominations/

Please vote for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus. Find the Caucus on page 7 of the list. Voting
instructions and screenshots are below.

After going to https://chicagoinnovation.com/nominations/ , enter your name and email. Then
click on the blue “Next Page” button.
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2025 People's Choice Award - Voting Form

Vote for your favorite new products and services to come out of the Chicago region, all from the Top 100
Finalists for the Chicago Innovation Awards - and all in contention for the 2025 People's Choice Award!
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Choice Voting!

INSTRUCTIONS:

From this year's 315 Nominees, the Top 100 Finalists have been determined by our judges and are all featured here as

candidates for the People's Choice Award! You can view them all as you move through this voting form.
Voting is simple: the Top 100 Finalists have been divided alphabetically. Within each page, you are welcome to vote
for as many as you'd like. Descriptions and web links are provided at the bottom of each page if you wish to learn

more about each nominee.

To vote, simply check the boxes next o each finalist. Click “next page® at the bottom of your browser to advance. You
can always go back by clicking “previous.” You are not required to submit a vote on each page.

The last day to submit your vote is October 9th
Thank you for your vote, and we hope to see you at the 24th annual Chicago Innovation Awards ceremony on
November 13th at UIC Forum, where the People's Choice Award winner will be revealed alongside the complete lineup

of 2025 Chicago Innovation Award winners as selected by our judges.

First Name *
Last Name *

Email *
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An alphabetical list of the Top 100 Finalists will follow (below screenshot).

2025 People's Choice Award - Voting Form

Vote for your favorite new products and services to come out of the Chicago region, all from the Top 100
Finalists for the Chicago Innovation Awards - and all in contention for the 2025 People's Choice Award!
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Vating!
D (PJRIND Click the check box for
each one that you would
&Rise like to vote for.

Abbott - Esprit BTK System
Abbott - i-STAT TBI test
Activus Technologies LTD
Aegis Foods

Airblox

Alight Solutions

Aon

Archer Career

Arvist

Atomic Object

Aunt Martha's

Braven, Inc.

Bronzeville Trail Task Force, Inc.

C+UP

Descriptions

(P)RIND

Mast high-protein snacks are overly processed, lack flavor, or don't accommedate commeon dietary needs like lactose
or gluten intolerance. At the same time, the U.S. discards 28 million pounds of protein-rich, naturally lactose-free
Parmesan rinds each year. (Pjrind turns discarded Parmesan rinds into high-protein snack pops using a propriatary
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Scroll down the page and click on the blue “Next Page” button. Keep on clicking “Next Page”
until you get to page 7.

o
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BRAVEN

Braven, Inc.

Many first-generation and underrepresented college students struggle to turn degrees into strong careers due to
scattered resources, unclear guidance, and limited post-course support. MyBraven is a digital hub that connects
Fellows to coaching, career communities, tasks, and school-specific resources. Integrated with the Braven
Accelerator course, it helps students act on opportunities in real time and remain engaged after the course ends.

Bronzeville Trail Task Force, Inc.

The Bronzeville Trail Task Force is converting an abandoned elevated railway into a walking, biking, and gathering trail
co-designed with the community. It connects neighborhoods, supports local health and business, and tells the stories
of Bronzeville's past through public art and oral history projects. The Trail brings together public health, culture, and
economic development in one project. It offers a space for recreation, celebrates Black history, and draws funding and
partners.

Visit their website

C+UupP

C+UP
Industrial sites release large amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. At the sal

ime, renewable energy from
wind and solar often goes unused because there's no simple, cost-effective way to store it - existing methods are
often too expensive or complicated to scale. C+UP has developed a compact, affordable system that transforms
waste CO; and surplus renewable electricity into propane. The system is easy to install, doesn't rely on hydrogen, and
works with existing infrastructure, making it accessible for a range of industries. It helps businesses cut amissions,
unlock new revenue from waste, and makes clean energy more practical and available year-round.

Visit their website
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This site is protected by reCAPTCHA Enterprise and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of
Service apply.




Once you are on page 7, click on Metropolitan Mayors Caucus at the top of the list. Then scroll
down and click on the blue “Next Page” button. Keep on scrolling and clicking “Next Page” until
you arrive at page 9.
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2025 People's Choice Award - Voting Form

Vote for your favorite new products and services to come out of the Chicago region, all from the Top 100
Finalists for the Chicago Innovation Awards — and all in contention for the 2025 People’s Choice Award!
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Middleby Marshall like to vote for.
Marrison Institute of Technology
NEWITY LLC

Nouvie Inc.

Ocient

‘0OK2Charge

Order Express

P33

Parallel Works

Plesio Health

Prenosis

Pulse Charter Connect

Descriptions

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus

Ilinois aims for 1 million EVs by 2030 but has fewer than 150,000. Many municipalities control zoning and permitting
but lack guidance to prepare for EV adoption. Public education, equitable charging access, and streamlined processes
are needed. The EV Readiness Program guides municipalities through a checklist to earn Bronze, Silver, or Gold EV
Ready designation. It provides policy templates, technical training, and peer cohorts, with support from ComEd and

IBEW for fleet assessments and infrastructure planning



Page 9 is the last page of nominees. Click on the blue “Submit” button to finalize your vote.

ZERNO)

Zerno

Most home coffee grinders lack the consistency, power, and flexibility needed for specialty coffee, while commercial
models are too large and expensive for home use. Zerno designed two grinders (the Z1 (84mm) and the Z2 (80mm)) to
offer commercial-grade performance in a compact, home-friendly form. Both feature modular, user-upgradable
components, swappable burrs, low retention, and precise stepless grind adjustment. Zerno turns the grinder into a
customizable, long-lasting platform. With backward-compatible upgrades, user-informed design, and local
manufacturing, it creates a premium experience for prosumers while reducing waste.

Visit their website
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You will receive a confirmation message (below) and email.

25 chicagoinnovationawards.wufoo.com/confirm/2025-peoples-choice-award-a-voting-form-rit2ea9piskvvt4/

by SurveyMonkey

Thank you for participating in our People's Choice Award
voting. Please encourage others to vote!

And save the date for the Chicago Innovation Awards
ceremony on November 13th at UIC Forum, where the
People's Choice Award winner will be revealed alongside
the complete lineup of 2025 Chicago Innovation Award
winners as selected by our judges. Tickets will go on sale
soon at chicagoinnovation.com!

Thank you for voting for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus for its innovative EV Readiness
Program!



