

Evolving Housing Landscape for Those Seeking Asylum and Other Emergency Housing Assistance in FY 2026

On June 17, 2025, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and BRicK Partners hosted an informational webinar for statewide municipal leaders and practitioners exploring ways to provide or continue both permanent and/or temporary housing options for individuals and families in crisis– including asylum seekers. 

Participants learned 
how various local leaders have advanced housing solutions via Supporting Municipalities for Asylum Seeker Services (SMASS) funding and other Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) programs. 
about fiscal year 26 public funding updates for housing the immigrant population– including through homeless prevention and response programs, 
relevant information and resources for communities and agencies serving asylum seekers and others in need of emergency housing assistance. 

Robin Snyderman of BRicK Partners provided opening remarks and introductions and provided a summary of some of the key outcomes of SMASS III. Specifically, outside the City of Chicago in just this last fiscal year through May, because of SMASS:
2,800 people were provided with case management; more than 1,200 with focused housing case management.
Nearly 1,000 people were provided temporary shelter.
600 households were provided with rental assistance.
In total, nearly 2,000 people were able to get housing with or without that rental assistance, thanks to 400 job placements as well as faith based and other resources.

Link to a full recording of the webinar.   



Speakers: 

Karina Nava || Assistant City Manager, City of Elgin

Karina Nava kicked off the panel discussion with a recap of the City of Elgin’s participation in the SMASS program; explaining the impetus of Elgin’s taking part in the program, sharing the challenges and successes of its implementation, key lessons learned, and her perspective on the housing landscape moving forward.

BIO
Karina Nava serves as the Assistant City Manager for the City of Elgin, Illinois, where she helps lead day-to-day operations, oversees high-impact initiatives and drives cross-departmental collaboration. With a decade of experience in the public sector, she brings deep expertise in budget strategy, community engagement, crisis response and equitable service delivery. Karina is recognized for her ability to lead complex, cross-functional projects, coach staff and advance initiatives that reflect the city’s values and strategic goals.

She holds a Master of Public Administration from Northern Illinois University and a Bachelor of Arts from DePaul University. Outside of City Hall, Karina serves on several nonprofit and education-focused boards, including the Seigle Foundation, where she champions efforts to expand access and opportunity across the Elgin area.


​​Dianha Ortega-Ehreth || Executive Director, Centro de Información

Diana Ortega Ehreth, Executive Director of Centro de Información– the not-for-profit welcoming center and social services agency that was a subgrantee to the City of Elgin during SMASS I and was the lead grantee in SMASS III– provided insight to the deployment of SMASS funds, highlighting Centro’s work in filling the immense demand for housing support services as thousands of immigrants began arriving in Chicago in 2022.

Bio


Tina Rounds || CEO, BEDS Plus

Tina Rounds, CEO of BEDS Plus– a leading homeless services provider in Southwest Suburban Cook County– explained how BEDS Plus initially became involved in the area’s effort in housing asylum seekers by offering their services to the IDHS staff and various welcoming centers assigned with providing housing assistance through SMASS’ first round. A key example was BEDS Plus successful effort in supporting the establishment of an SMASS-supported shelter in Ford Heights.

Bio


Colleen Mahoney || Assistant Director, Office to Prevent Homelessness, State of Illinois

Colleen Mahoney, Assistant Director in the State of Illinois’ Office to Prevent and End Homelessness, provided a thorough overview of Illinois’ One System Initiative (OSI)- which is the process by which the systems supporting both asylum seekers and other people experiencing homelessness in the Chicago area are being integrated– providing key details of the initiative and updates on its implementation. Colleen also provided information regarding all relevant IDHS resources available in fiscal year 26, including the state’s extensive network of Continuum of Care (CoC) providers, the Court Based Rental Assistance (CBRAP) program, and various other programs that are specific to homelessness prevention, street outreach, and shelter and supportive housing services. 

BIO
Colleen Mahoney, JD (she/her) recently became Assistant Director for the Illinois Office to Prevent and End Homelessness, after serving as a Senior Policy Advisor affiliated with IOPEH at the Illinois Department of Public Health. She previously worked on homelessness and other social determinant of health policy initiatives at the Chicago Department of Public Health and on affordable housing development and preservation and homelessness at the Chicago Department of Housing. Previously, she worked in direct shelter and supportive housing services. She is passionate about work to advance housing access and stability and understands racial justice as central to this work.




Anna Arzuaga || Senior Housing Policy Analyst, Latino Policy Forum

Anna Arzuaga, Senior Housing Policy Analyst with the Latino Policy Forum (LPF), spoke about the importance of housing rights and tenant protections for the immigrant community, drawing particular attention to LPF’s “Housing Rights for Immigrant Tenants” handbook, which is a comprehensive guide for immigrant communities including their rights as tenants, accessible housing resources, and 
landlord responsibilities and obligations. Additionally, Anna emphasized three points of focus regarding the assistance of vulnerable populations in the current political climate: familiarizing and educating community leaders on Illinois’ fair housing policies like the Immigrant Tenant Protection Act, understanding the rights of immigrant populations to social services under the Public Charge Rule, and continuing to connect vulnerable immigrant populations to the resources that are available to them.

Bio

Gaby Loredo || Housing Specialist, Sanctuary Working Group 

Gaby Loredo, a Housing Specialist with the Sanctuary Working Group (SWG)– a collective of Chicago area faith communities that support and accompany vulnerable migrants in their journey toward sustainable independence– explained the work of the housing department of the SWG in providing wrap-around support to immigrants, offering insight to the role of faith based communities in providing essential human services to vulnerable immigrant populations. 



Emily Krisciunaso || Executive Director, Chicago Funders Together to End Homelessness

Emily Krisciunaso, Executive Director of Chicago Funders Together to End Homelessness (CFTEH)– a group of Chicago-area philanthropic foundations dedicated to preventing and ending homelessness in the Chicago-area– outlined CFTEH’s role as a mission-driven collective of peer grantmaking organizations working to align resources and strategies toward ending homelessness, highlighting the role of philanthropy in supporting regional emergency rehousing initiatives.  
 
BIO
Emily Krisciunas is the inaugural Executive Director of Chicago Funders Together to End Homelessness (CFTEH). CFTEH is a network of 40 philanthropic partners aligning efforts to prevent and end homelessness and advance housing justice in the Chicago region. In her role, Emily facilitates funder learning and advocacy while guiding grantmaking through CFTEH’s pooled funds and public/private partnerships. Prior to her role with CFTEH, Emily served as Deputy Policy Director in the Chicago Mayor’s Office where she worked on issues related to housing and homelessness. She holds a BA in English and Sociology from the University of Notre Dame and an MPA from the University of Michigan Ford School of Public Policy. Emily co-chairs the Illinois Community Advisory Council on Homelessness and serves on the city’s Strategic Advisory Committee to develop a new five-year plan to prevent and end homelessness.


  







