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 Energy Projects Coordinator
 

~ Office of Energy
   Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program





 Grant awards ranging from $25,000 to $150,000

 The grant program seeks to invest USDOE 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) funds 
in energy planning.

 Municipalities and counties eligible for direct 
formula funding through the USDOE EECBG 
Program or on the final list of formula grant 
funding allocations are not eligible for funding 
through this state program. 

https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/IIJA%20%2840552%29%20EECBG%20Program_Attachment%201a.%20_Local%20Govt.%20Allocations_FINAL.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/IIJA%20%2840552%29%20EECBG%20Program_Attachment%201a.%20_Local%20Govt.%20Allocations_FINAL.pdf
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EECBG 
non-Formula State 
Grants2nd or 3rd Rnd. awardees are eligible for 4th Rnd. 



A strategic energy or climate action plan is a long-term 
roadmap to focus and guide efforts and actions toward a 
defined energy vision. Plans catalog existing energy 
consumption, sources, and users; articulate goals; 
develops strategies and actions to meet the goals; and 
identify resources needed to ensure effective completion 
of these strategies. 

ENERGY PLANNING



General Grant Process





General Table Summary Page
 Awarding Agency

 Agency Contact

 Award Range

 Application Date Range

 Match Required (%)

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO)



Program Description
 Background 

Information and  
Objectives

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued



Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued

• Energy Planning 

U.S. DOE EECBG Project Blueprint:

https://www.energy.gov/scep/blueprint-1-energy-planning


Funding Information

 Funding Source = Federal

 Eligible Costs

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued



Eligibility Information

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued



Eligibility Information

 Applicant Eligibility Checklist including 
any GATA requirements

 Detailed Cost Share or Match 
requirements

 Indirect Rate eligibility

 Additional requirements such as NEPA, 
BABA, etc.

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued



Grant Accountability 
and Transparency Act 
(GATA) 

What is GATA in Illinois?

The Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Act (GATA), became law 
as Public Act 98-0706 effective July 16, 
2014. The purpose was to establish 
uniform administrative requirements, 
cost principles and audit requirements 
for state and federal awards. 

Because grants are a significant 
funding mechanism for Illinois, 
distributing roughly $15.8 Billion in 
grants in FY21, GATA is a foundational 
element promoting performance 
transparency and financial integrity of 
taxpayer dollars.



GATA Resources 

https://gata.illinois.gov/

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal

To subscribe to all Illinois funding 
opportunities, send an email to: 

subscribe-omb-gata-grants@lists.illinois.gov

https://gata.illinois.gov/


GATA Resources 

https://gata.illinois.gov/

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal

To subscribe to all Illinois funding 
opportunities, send an email to: 

subscribe-omb-gata-grants@lists.illinois.gov

https://gata.illinois.gov/


GATA Pre-qualification 
Requirements

1

Entity is registered 
with the State of 
Illinois Secretary of 
State’s Office

2

FEIN/EIN number and 
Entity name match the 
registration at Illinois 
Secretary of State’s 
Office

3

Entity has a valid 
Unique Entity 
Identifier (UEI) 
through SAM.gov

4

An Illinois.gov account 
has been created for 
the GATA Portal
•Make sure to use a 
valid business email 
when registering

5

Profile has been 
completed and has 
accurate contact 
information 

6

Internal Control Questionnaire 
(ICQ) has been completed for 
the fiscal year for which you 
are applying for grant funding
•Determines financial risk and 
assesses any additional 
reporting requirements 



Application and Submission Information

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued

Method and dates 
to submit

Documents 
required for a 
complete 
application package



Application and Submission Information

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued

Narrative Project Plan







PDF = 
“Modified Total Direct Cost (MTDC) Calculation 
Worksheet – Manual Version”

Excel = 
“Modified Total Direct Cost (MTDC) Calculation 
Worksheet – Automated Version”

Modified Total Direct Cost







$150,000.00









Application Review
Scoring and selection process
Appeals process
Award timeline information

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) Continued



Criteria and 
Scoring

  All applications are reviewed for 
completeness, technical merit, and 
adherence to the grant criteria 
described in the NOFO. 

  Applications that have been found 
to be complete undergo a merit-based 
review performed in compliance with 
GATA and 2 CFR 200 Uniform 
Requirements.



Criteria and 
Scoring

 Complete Application

 Environmental Justice Area of 
Concern

 Energy Burden

 Energy/Electric Service

 Partnerships



Must Haves 
and Quick Tips

 Carefully read the Notice of 
Funding Opportunity

 Prepare your application early
 Utilize the USDOE Blueprint 

resource to help identify key 
activities 

 Be sure to include all the 
information and documents 
requested for a complete grant 
application

 Pay attention to the deadline

https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program-blueprints


Complete Applications 
consists of: 

 GATA Uniform Application for State Grant 
Assistance

 Narrative Project Plan 
(refer to section D. Application and Submission 
Information) of NOFO

 Uniform Budget Template

 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Compliance Checklist

 Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest

 Programmatic Risk Assessment Form

https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/energy/eecbg/eecbg%20uniform%20grant%20application.pdf
https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/energy/eecbg/eecbg%20uniform%20grant%20application.pdf
https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/energy/eecbg/eecbg%20uniform%20budget%20template.pdf
https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/energy/eecbg/nepa%20compliance%20checklist.pdf
https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/energy/eecbg/nepa%20compliance%20checklist.pdf
https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/drinking-water/public-water-users/documents/lsli-grant-opportunity/GRANT-CONFLICT_OF_INTEREST_DISCLOSURE.pdf
https://epa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/epa/topics/energy/eecbg/eecbg%20programmatic%20risk%20assessment.pdf


Oops, I Forgot…

 …to follow the narrative format.

 …to include a basic timeline within the 
narrative that identifies key milestones. 

 …to include a budget breakdown within the 
narrative that explains expenses.

 …to get 2 signatures on Budget Template 
(page 4).

 …to fill out page 5 (FFATA) of the Budget 
Template because my municipality or county 
is the sub-recipient asking for more than 
$30,000. 

 …to attach or include all required documents 
into submitted application email.

 …to hit “send” before 5:00 pm.



http://epa.Illinois.gov 

https://twitter.com/ILEPA

Main Website:

More about Illinois EPA Online!

      Adena.Rivas@illinois.gov
    
       217-785-7332

http://epa.illinois.gov/
https://twitter.com/ILEPA
mailto:Adena.Rivas@illinois.gov
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