
Climate Action 
Townhall
Opportunities for 
implementation



Agenda

• U.S. EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grants Program
• State Priority Climate Action Plan
• Chicago Metropolitan Statistical Area Priority Climate Action 

Plan
• Next steps



U.S. EPA Climate 
Pollution Reduction 
Grants (CPRG) 
program

Phase 1: Planning
Phase 2: Implementation



U.S. EPA CPRG objectives

• Develop ambitious plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 
other harmful air pollution

• Fund transformative, large-scale GHG 
reduction policies, programs, and 
capital projects

• Benefit low-income and 
disadvantaged communities



Phase 1: Planning
• Formula grants to all states and 

largest metropolitan statistical areas 
(MSAs)

• Climate action plans for reducing GHG 
emissions and other harmful air 
pollution

• Required plan elements: stakeholder 
engagement, GHG inventories and 
projections, target setting, and Justice 
40 considerations, among others



Phase 1: Planning timeline

Priority Climate 
Action Plan
March 1, 2024

Comprehensive 
Climate Action Plan

Summer 2025

Status 
report

Summer 2027



Phase 2: 
Implementation
• Competitive grants for 

strategies and jurisdictions 
covered by climate action plans

• Proposals due April 1, 2024

• Priority Climate Action Plan 
defines eligible objectives



Phase 2: Implementation timeline

Notice of 
Intent

February 1, 2024

Priority Climate 
Action Plan

March 1, 2024

Phase 2 
applications
April 1, 2024

Phase 2 projects 
completed

October 2029



Eligible projects
• Continuation or expansion 

of existing GHG reduction
programs

• Strong need for funding unmet 
by other funding sources 

• Achieve long-lasting emissions 
reductions with benefits to low-
income and disadvantaged 
communities



Eligible applicants
• State agencies

• Counties

• Municipalities 

• Councils of government

• Metropolitan planning 
organizations

• Coalitions of eligible applicants



Funding amounts

• 30-115 grants 
anticipated

• Anticipated limit of 
awards geographically

• Focus on diverse 
geographic coverage

Grant range 
(millions)

Expected number of 
grants

$200 - $500 4-10

$100 - $200 6-13

$50 - $100 6-12
$10 - $50 6-30

$2 - $10 10-50



State Priority 
Climate 
Action Plan 
(PCAP)



State PCAP 
Roadmap:

Illinois Climate & 
Equitable Jobs Act 

(CEJA)

• Decarbonize the large energy sector 
by phasing out fossil fuel power 
sector units by 2045

• Expand the state’s investment in 
renewable energy and energy storage

• Electrify the transportation sector

• Invest in clean energy workforce 
development and just transition 
assistance

       EQUITY-FOCUSED



PCAP requirements & state goals

• GHG emissions inventory

• Near-term, implementation-ready measures  = reduce GHG emissions

• Low-income and disadvantaged communities benefits analysis

• Review of authority to implement measures

Follow the CEJA roadmap   //   Be inclusive of multiple sectors



Phase 2 implementation grants

qReview the notice of funding 
opportunity!
ü Transformative project that 

reduces GHG emissions

ü Benefits low-income and 
disadvantaged communities

ü Solid project budget plan

ü Implementation capability

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-09/CPRG%20General%20Competition%20NOFO.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-09/CPRG%20General%20Competition%20NOFO.pdf


Phase 2 implementation grants

Questions on CPRG? 

Contact IEPA:
EPA.CPRG@illinois.gov



Other state and 
federal funding 
opportunities



Chicago MSA 
Priority Climate 
Action Plan (PCAP)



Who’s developing 
Chicago’s MSA PCAP?
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus - lead
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning - contractor
Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission - contractor
City of Chicago - partner The Chicago metropolitan 

statistical area includes part of 
Wisconsin and Indiana



Chicago 
Metropolitan 
Agency for 
Planning (CMAP)
Regional planning agency and 
metropolitan planning 
organization for 7 counties and 
284 municipalities in
northeastern Illinois

      
Northeastern Illinois 2019 GHG emissions by subsector



City of Chicago

2.7 million residents in 
77 community areas



Regional planning agency and 
metropolitan planning 
organization for 3 counties and 
42 municipalities in northwest 
Indiana (NWI)

Climate action included as chapter in NWI 2050+
Climate Action NWI working group: Citizen 
groups, industry, municipalities, NGOs, 
transportation, universities, and utilities

Northwestern 
Indiana Regional 
Planning 
Commission



Metropolitan Mayors 
Caucus (MMC)

Non-profit membership organization 
representing 275 municipalities in 
northeastern Illinois

Regional GHG inventory completed by 
CMAP



Developing the Chicago 
MSA PCAP

• Complete by March 1, 2024
• Draw heavily from NOAA/MMC’s 

Climate Action Plan for the 
Chicago Region

• Include all effective reduction 
strategies

• Meet U.S. EPA requirements

Goal
To enable Chicago MSA to 
effectively and collaboratively 
compete for CPRG phase 2 
implementation funds.



Modeled emission reductions



1. Demonstrate leadership to reduce emissions
2. Decarbonize energy sources
3. Optimize building energy
4. Implement clean energy policies
5. Decarbonize transportation
6. Reduce vehicle miles traveled
7. Manage water and waste sustainably
8. Sustain ecosystems to sequester carbon

Current regional mitigation objectives



Sample strategies

• Build renewable energy and 
energy storage capacity

• Enable stakeholders to choose 
clean energy  

• Partner with utilities to complete 
grid decarbonization 

• Create renewable energy districts 

Decarbonize energy sources



Sample strategies

• Retrofit public buildings and 
facilities for maximum efficiency

• Engage residential and commercial 
property owners to optimize 
building efficiency

• Transition to electric space and 
water heating

Optimize building energy



Sample strategies

• Support robust building energy 
conservation codes, benchmarking, 
and building performance 
standards to optimize energy 
efficiency for retrofit projects

• Require high performance, all-
electric, and net zero new building 
construction

Implement clean energy policies



Sample strategies

• Create accessible and reliable 
networks of EV chargers

• Transition fleets to low- and zero-
emission vehicles

• Encourage the switch to electric 
passenger vehicles

• Enact and enforce anti-idling policies
• Adapt development processes to 

accelerate investment in EV charging 
infrastructure

Decarbonize transportation



Sample strategies

• Prioritize transit-oriented development 
and transit-supportive development

• Enhance regional transit and expand 
capacity.

• Build and maintain safe, resilient, and 
accessible active transportation 
infrastructure

• Encourage walking, biking, and transit 
use through education, incentives, and 
collaboration

Reduce vehicle miles traveled



Low-income and 
disadvantaged 
communities map
• Any census tract included as 

disadvantaged in Climate and 
Economic Justice Screening Tool

• Any census block group at or above 
the 90th percentile for any of EJ 
Screen’s Supplemental Indexes 
compared to the state



Phase 2: Implementation timeline

Notice of 
Intent

February 1, 2024

Priority Climate 
Action Plan

March 1, 2024

Phase 2 
applications
April 1, 2024

Phase 2 projects 
completed

October 2029



Strategic 
collaboration

Do you have a project idea?

Are you open to collaborating with 
others on a larger application?

Please fill out the 
survey to help us 
identify opportunities 
for collaboration
cmap.is/pcapprojects

https://cmap.is/pcapprojects


Next steps
• Share attendee list
• Foster connections for strong 

applications
• Engage on the Comprehensive 

Climate Action Plan 



An ongoing
conversation
Edith Makra
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
emakra@mayorscaucus.org

Nora Beck
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
nbeck@cmap.Illinois.gov

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
epa.cprg@illinois.gov



Thank you!


