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NC

Toxic Wastes

https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2022/08/26/nc-recognized-as-the-birthplace-of-the-environmental-justice-movement/


PH, NO

https://blockclubchicago.org/2023/01/19/city-public-health-official-defends-decision-to-block-metal-shredders-proposed-move-to-southeast-side/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/chicago-neighborhood-residents-say-no-to-being-citys-dumping-ground/




Clean Water 

and Sanitation



MPC

https://www.metroplanning.org/news/9960/Data-Points-the-environmental-injustice-of-lead-lines-in-Illinois




Alford

Dr. Rodney Alford – internist, pediatrician in Watseka
2005 Illinois Governor’s Environmental Hero Award 

"It was a major health problem, where people where trudging 
through raw sewage to get to their homes,“ Dr. Alford said.

Hopkins Park mayor: "He went out on a limb and put in writing 
the problems that, as a healthcare professional, he saw as a 
major health hazard.“

After Dr. Alford sent a letter and photos and met with state 
officials in Springfield, Hopkins Park obtained $400,000 from 
the state to evaluate and repair its sewage system.

https://www.daily-journal.com/news/local/alford-hailed-as-environmental-hero/article_22534e21-5e83-5db7-abd9-11ae86ae6142.html




Pipe, 
Protest

Risks of 

Destruction

https://www.insider.com/wounded-knee-standing-rock-protests-dakota-pipeline-native-american-rights-2023-3
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/02/standing-rock-withdraws-from-ongoing-environmental-assessment-of-dakota-access-pipeline/




Ongoing 

Pollution







Climate 

Disasters





FEMA

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/07/climate/FEMA-race-climate.html


Source: Illinois News

https://illinoisnewsroom.org/health-or-a-paycheck-new-report-shows-how-extreme-heat-may-hurt-farmworkers/


Jobs in Green 

Economy











Underlying conditions such as poor 
stormwater infrastructure, inadequate 
housing stock, lack of tree cover, exposure 
to air pollution, and barriers to transit and 
active transportation are chronic stressors 
that amplify impacts from climate hazards 
like flooding and extreme heat.

Impacts from climate change are 
profoundly inequitable.

Historical policies and systemic 
racism have created conditions that leave 
low-income individuals and people of color 
more vulnerable to climate-related hazards.



GOAL 2 
Use environmental justice 
principles to establish 
criteria and policies for 
geographies harmed by 
environmental degradation.







1997

“An area of EJ concern: a census block group with a low-income 
and/or minority population greater than twice the statewide 
average.”  Potential inclusion based on self-identification.





EJ staff determines whether enhanced outreach 
is warranted based on whether a permit 
application might generate significant public 
interest.

The permit reviewer checks the EJSTART 
mapping tool to determine if the site is an area 
of EJ concern.  If so, the EJ staff gets a review 
request.



If enhanced outreach is necessary, EJ 
staff prepares a notification for the 
public with info on the application, 
process,  and how to contact the EJ 
Officer.

Distribute the info to relevant elected 
officials, groups and individuals in the 
area or statewide.

Office of Environmental Justice acts as 
a liaison between the EPA in 
reviewing the application and EJ 
Communities. 



All people should be protected from 
pollution and all populations have a right 
to a clean and healthy environment.

Illinois Solar for All projects focus in 
areas that stand to benefit the most 
from access to solar energy, including 
environmental justice communities….  



Illinois Solar for All Program shall “include 
incentives for low-income distributed 
generation and community solar projects”.

“’Low-income households’ means persons 
and families whose income does not exceed 
80% of area median income, adjusted for 
family size and revised every 5 years.”  

Three sub-programs target 25% 
of incentives to community solar 
projects in “environmental 
justice communities” as defined 
by the IPA.



Illinois Power Agency defines “EJ Community”

• Screening for about 10,000 census block groups
• 11 environmental indicators

• 6 demographic indicators

• Weighted by percentile rank

• Top 25% designated as EJ Communities





Illinois Power Agency defines “EJ Community”

• Screening  - top 25% designated as EJ Communities

• Self-Designation process
• Requests from community-based organizations, local governments, or 

community residents

• Quantitative and qualitative environmental and/or socioeconomic factors 
showing disproportionate burden not adequately captured in screening

• Can adjust census block groups

• Committee reviews – Elevate Energy program administrator



Review of Self-Designation Applications

• Up to 70 points for indicators
• 20 exposure 

• 10 environmental effects 

• 15 sensitive population 

• 15 social economic factors

• 10 directly adjacent to EJ block group

• Must achieve 45 points for approval

• Freedom of Information Act request in February 2023
• 21 applicants 

• 6 approved

• Some applicants resubmitted



Approved Rejected

Downtown/West Bloomington (6/21) Alton (12/21)

Englewood Greater Grand Crossing 
(6/20)

Alton Beltline North (11/22)

South Kankakee (7/20) Carbondale (9/19)

South Peoria (7/19) Centralia (3/21)

Waukegan (2/21) East Garfield Park (6/21)

Wayman Bloomington (6/20) Evanston Mt. Zion (9/20)

Galesburg (11/19)

Havana (5/21)

Lagrange (8/19)

Mt. Vernon Outland Area (3/20)

New Berlin (8/19)

Pekin (8/19)

Pillsbury Mills (3/20)

South Effingham Industrial Corridor 
(7/21)

University Park (11/20)

6 total 15 total



Source: NJ DEP

New Jersey Environmental Justice Law (2020)

-No community should bear 
a disproportionate share of 
the adverse environmental 
and public health 
consequences of facilities.

-Overburdened communities 
must have a meaningful 
opportunity to participate.

-Limit future facilities in 
overburdened communities.

https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/ej/ej-rule-overview-proposed.pdf


Source: CARB

California: At least 35% of cap-and-trade auction proceeds for priority populations

https://www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov/annual-report






EJ40

GOALS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE SCORECARD
Every agency should track the impacts that all government investments have on disadvantaged 
communities, especially where disadvantage is produced by racial discrimination and economic barriers.

Impacts include outcomes in health, economic opportunity, food security, environmental quality, 
climate change, maintenance of culture, access to quality housing, energy, transportation, safe 
affordable drinking water and sanitation, health care, and other physical and social infrastructure.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/whejac-phase-one-scorecard-recommendations-report.pdf


Source: White House

- Expand access to clean 
drinking water and eliminate 
lead service pipes

- Clean up Superfund and 
brownfield sites, reclaim 
abandoned mines, and cap 
unused oil and gas wells

- Improve public transit 
including clean vehicles

https://www.whitehouse.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/


Source: White House

- Tax credits for renewable energy in 
low-income communities or buildings

- Home energy efficiency rebates for 
disadvantaged communities

- Remediation of hazardous waste sites 

- Incentives for clean trucks

- Public housing energy, water and 
climate retrofits

- Clean water for disadvantaged 
communities

- Air quality monitoring in 
overburdened communities

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/17/fact-sheet-inflation-reduction-act-advances-environmental-justice/


Source: EPA

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-09/OLEM-EJ-Action-Plan_9.2022_FINAL-508.pdf


U.S. EPA letter to IL EPA Dec. 2022

in light of sampled lead levels and 
other factors, including large 
population served, large number 
of lead service lines, 
environmental justice concerns, 
and long time Elgin anticipates to 
optimize controls, EPA 
recommends that IEPA work with 
Elgin to ensure Elgin implements 
additional short-term measures to 
protect public health

EPA

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/IL_IEPA_ElginRecommendations_signed2022-11-23.pdf




1.  Broad scope of EJ – part of sustainability and vulnerability

EPA

2.  EJ in all policies (mainstreaming)

3.  EJ factors (scores) but not cutoffs

4.  Participatory process for EJ priorities and actions

5.  Funding, enforcement, and more

https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
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