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A five-year effort to improve traffic 
safety in the region through innovative 
data analysis, compelling policy 
recommendations and local 
collaborative planning and project 
implementation
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Traffic fatalities

Nationwide
2010–2021

Annual fatalities

5-year rolling 
average fatalities

Source: Fatality Analysis Reporting System, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Note: 2021 values are NHTSA estimates

2021
11% increase over 2020
18% increase over 2019



Source: CMAP analysis of Illinois Department of Transportation data

Traffic Fatalities

CMAP region
2010–2021

Annual fatalities

5-year average 
fatalities

Target 5-year 
average
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2021
20% increase over 2020
41% increase over 2019

Just in: 2022 = 641



Pedestrian
and bicyclist
fatalities

CMAP region
2017–2021

Source: CMAP analysis of Illinois Department of Transportation data
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Traffic fatality 
rates by race, 
5-year average

CMAP region
2015–2019

Note: Fatalities that did not have race information by year 2019: 23; 2018: 1;2017: 1; 2016: 5; in 2015: 3.
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Insights into the speeding 
epidemic



Share of fatal and serious 
injuries involving speeding 
or aggressive driving
CMAP region, 2019

Not involving speeding or 
aggressive driving

Involving speeding or 
aggressive driving

Chart reports the share of crashes involving speeding or aggressive driving where the causes of crashes are known in crash reporting.
Source: CMAP analysis of Illinois Department of Transportation data

59%41%

Nationally, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration reports 
29% of traffic fatalities 
are speeding-related



Where are crashes occurring?

Rate of fatal and serious injuries by road type

Speeding-related crashes per 100 million vehicle miles
traveled in northeastern Illinois



Fatal and serious injury 
rate by travel mode and 
posted speed limit 
(crashes per 100 million 
miles of vehicle travel)
CMAP region, 2015–2020
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Estimated annual VMT in sample. Speed limit data based on HERE Technologies.
Source: CMAP analysis of Illinois Department of Transportation and HERE Technologies data
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The case for managing 
speeds in urbanized areas



Speed MattersIf hit by a 
car traveling:

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation



Speed decreases a driver’s field of vision



Higher speeds 
increase the 
distance 
required for a 
driver to stop *

*average vehicle weight ~2013



Vehicles are heavier today



Heavier vehicles increase the energy in a crash and cause injury

K.E. = 1/2 m v2





Vehicles are taller today

Photo credit: Smart Growth AmericaPhoto credit: Smart Growth America



Speed 
management 
makes a big 
difference in 
reducing the 
risk of fatal 
crashes



Strategies to 
Manage Speeding





Speed Management Strategies

• Improve design “self-enforcing streets”
• Reduce speed limits in dense urban areas
• Collect and provide data and information related to 

speeding and safety
• Create a traffic safety culture around safe speeds
• Equitable approach to enforcement, framed in safety 



Significant data gaps in 
understanding speeding in 
the region

Regional Speed Data project to:
• Purchase extensive third-party 

speed probe data
• Analyze and compile that data 

into actionable speed insights 
using computer science 
techniques



Technical Assistance 
on Safety
• Cicero Safety Action Plan
• Greater Ashburn Safety Action Plan



Safe Streets and Roads 
for All grant



CMAP awarded a planning grant

County-wide safety action plans based on a regional framework

• 24-month grant period, $4.87M (80/20 match) 
• Designed to meet SS4A implementation eligibility
• Regional framework and equitable engagement and Justice 40 

approach
• Build on existing work
• Strong engagement program

Safe Streets and Roads for All:
Planning grant



$1 billion/year for 5 years

Safe Streets and Roads for All

SS4A

Step 1. 
Safety Action Plan

Safety Action Plans:

1. Commitment to reduce/eliminate traffic deaths
2. Leadership by Steering Committee
3. Equitable Engagement Program
4. Safety Analysis
5. Equity Considerations
6. Projects and Strategies
7. Policy and Process Changes
8. Progress Monitoring and Tracking

Step 2. 
Implementation



Thank you!


