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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

3/7/12023
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Dave Fieldman
Greenest Region Compact Village Manager

SYNOPSIS
Discussion of participation in the Greenest Region Compact

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The Strategic Goals include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood
Sustainability. The following is an excerpt from the 2021-2023 Long Range Plan:

Environmental sustainability refers to the Village’s responsibility to deliver its services in
a way that protects or enhances natural resources. The Village seizes opportunities to
‘green’ its operations when possible, whether by seeking grants to introduce new
environmentally friendly practices or by seeking the most environmentally friendly option
for existing services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The cost of participating in the Greenest Region Compact varies based on the Village’s level of
effort. The potential financial and operational impacts of participation are described in the
Background section below.

RECOMMENDATION
Action at the discretion of the Village Council.

BACKGROUND

At the January 10, 2023 meeting, the Village Council directed staff to explore joining the
Greenest Region Compact and review the GRC documentation to determine the time
commitment necessary to join and discuss as a Council adoption of the document. The Council
also directed staff to prepare a report analyzing the extent to which Village environmental
sustainability efforts comport with the Greenest Region Compact Framework (see attached
report).

Because the GRC is not a prescriptive program and participating municipalities decide how to
best implement the program, the financial and operational impacts are dependent on the level of
effort and engagement selected by the municipality. Staff has identified and summarized four
potential options for participating in the GRC.
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Table 1

Options for Participating in the Greenest Region Compact
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implement the Sustainability Plan pursuant to the
direction of the Village Council.

Opt | Description | Actions Impacts
1 No The VoDG would adopt the GRC Resolution. No No Impact
Operational | new actions would be undertaken. The VoDG
or Policy would continue to undertake environmental
Changes sustainability efforts in the same manner currently
employed.
2 Report on The GRC framework would be used as a basis for | Minor Impact
Current reporting on the VoDG’s environmental
Actions sustainability efforts. Staff would identify which of Existing staff members
the goals and objectives in the GRC framework the | would perform this work
VoDG has accomplished or is pursuing. Staff with no significant
would report the findings to the Council. impact to operations.
3 Prepare and | The VoDG would use the GRC framework to
Implement a | create and implement a Sustainability Plan. The
Sustainability | extent and complexity of the Sustainability Plan
Plan would be determined by the Council. The
Sustainability Plan could range from a small
document containing only a few goals, objectives
and deliverables selected from the GRC framework
to a very large document including all of the goals,
objectives and deliverables in the GRC framework.
Preparation of a Sustainability Plan should be
considered a Priority Action Item and discussed as
part of Long Range Planning.
3A | Staff Only Under this option, staff would prepare and Moderate to Significant

operational and
financial impact.

Preparation of a large
scale Sustainability
Plan may prompt the
Village to hire an
environmental planner,
scientist or engineer
($100,000 estimated
annual cost)

Implementation of the
Sustainability Plan
would range in cost
from small amounts to
hundreds of thousands
of dollars annually for
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large scale projects.

3B | Staff and Under this option, staff would engage with the Moderate to Significant
ECC Environmental Concerns Commission to prepare operational and

and implement the Sustainability Plan pursuant to | financial impact.

the direction of the Village Council.
In addition to the
impacts noted above,
the Village would host
monthly ECC meetings.
A staff liaison would be
assigned. It is likely that
an additional staff
member would be
needed.

ATTACHMENTS
Report on Greenest Region Compact
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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE

REPORT ON GREENEST REGION COMPACT
MARCH 7, 2023

Greenest

(X210 Region
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COLLABORATING FOR SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

At the January 10, 2023 Council meeting, the Village Council directed staff to explore joining the
Greenest Region Compact (GRC) and review the GRC documentation to determine the time
commitment necessary to join and discuss as a Council adoption of the document. The Council
also directed staff to prepare a report analyzing the extent to which Village environmental
sustainability efforts comport with the Greenest Region Compact Framework.

This report identifies and summarizes the environmental sustainability efforts that the Village
currently undertakes or has recently completed. These Village actions are compared to the GRC
Framework goals, objectives and strategies.

Key Takeaways

The Village Takes Many Actions in Support of the Strategic Goal Steward of
Environmental Sustainability - Over 200 actions and efforts supporting environmental
sustainability are identified and summarized in this report. These actions support the Village’s
goal of Steward of Environmental Sustainability. The Village does not have a formal
sustainability plan or reporting process. Sustainability efforts are carried out on an informal
basis in support of the strategic goal as the Village Council provides policy direction and the
staff undertakes daily operations.

The Village Informs the Public about Sustainability Efforts - While the Village does
not use a formal reporting process, significant efforts are made to inform the public about
environmental sustainability actions. The Village has produced and published many short form
videos highlighting sustainability efforts (including Watersmart, Preserving & Restoring Natural
Areas, Rain Barrel Sale, Native Tree & Shrub Sale, Pollinator Gardens, Downtown
Accessibility Improvement Project, Historic Preservation Program, Online Permitting, and
Downtown Recycling). Further, the Village website provides information about sustainability
efforts. Over 60 Top Stories related to GRC Framework actions have been posted since 2018.
Most of the actions summarized in this report are highlighted on the Village website.

There is Significant Alignment Between the Village’s Sustainability Efforts and
the GRC Framework - The Village actions and efforts support:

e 94% of the GRC Goals (46 of 49 Goals Supported)
e 57% of GRC Obijectives (180 of 315 Objectives Supported)
e 51% of GRC Strategies (53 of 104 Strategies Supported)

There is strong alignment in the Land, Water, Waste & Recycling and Mobility Categories. The
alignment is not as strong in categories such as Climate, Energy, Sustainable Communities
and Leadership.

Page 6 of 90
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Introduction

How to Read This Report

This report is a preliminary assessment of the extent to which current and recent Village
environmental sustainability efforts comport with the GRC Framework. The assessment is
summarized in the following four ways for each of the ten categories in the GRC Framework.

By The Numbers - This section indicates the number of GRC Goals, Objectives and
Strategies in each of the framework categories that the Village actions support. For example, in
the Land Use category, the Goals information reads 7/7 indicating that the Village actions
identified in the report support seven of the total seven goals. In the Energy category the Goals
information reads 4 / 5 indicating that the Village actions support four of the five goals. If one
Village action is identified for a category, then that category is shown to be supported by Village
activities.

GRC Framework Alignment Box - Each section of this report includes indicators next to the
listed GRC goals showing how strongly Village actions align with GRC goals. A guide to these
indicators can be found at the bottom of this page.

Summary of Village Actions with References to the Framework Numbers - Each
section of this report includes a summary of the key environmental sustainability actions
undertaken. The GRC Framework reference number appears immediately following the action
item. The number indicates which of the Goals, Objectives and Strategies the action item
supports. For example, the action Operate the Bioswale Program (L29, L29A) means that the
action item supports the GRC Objective L29 Manage traditional, cultivated landscapes
sustainably and the Strategy L29A Replace turf with sustainable landscaping alternatives. In the
GRC Framework, the reference numbers for Objectives appear in bold and the summary tables
in this report show the reference numbers in the same manner.

Annotated GRC Framework - Each section of this report includes an annotated GRC
Framework worksheet on the particular section of the GRC report. Each of the Goals,
Objectives and Strategies supported by the Village actions summarized in the report are
highlighted in yellow. The entirety of the annotated GRC Framework can be found at the end of
this report.

® - Indicates that Village actions align with over 76% of
GRC recommendations in this goal

& - Indicates that Village actions align with 51%-75%
of GRC recommendations in this goal

(- Indicates that Village actions align with 26%-50% of
GRC recommendations in this goal

4 Indicates that Village actions align with some but
less than 25% of GRC recommendations in this
goal

() = Indicates that Village actions do not align with
this particular GRC goal
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By the Numbers Summary

Introduction

Goals Objectives Strategies

Category Goals Goals in Objectives | Objectives | Strategies | Strategies

Supported the GRC Supported | in the GRC | Supported | in the GRC

by VoDG | Framework | by VoDG Framework by VoDG Framework
Actions Actions Actions

Land Use 7 7 31 46 33 43
Water 7 7 45 60 10 22
Waste & 5 5 15 25 4 9
Recycling
Municipal 4 4 10 17 4 14
Operations
Mobility 5 5 26 39 0 2
Energy 5 5 1 33 1 4
Sustainable 6 7 23 54 0 6
Communities
Economic 2 2 6 12 - —
Development
Climate 3 4 7 18 1 4
Leadership 2 3 6 11 - -
Total 46 49 180 315 53 104

Village Strategic Goal

The Strategic Goals

include Steward of Financial,
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Environmental and Neighborhood

Sustainability. The following is an excerpt from the 2021-2023 Long Range Plan:

“Environmental sustainability refers to the Village’s responsibility to deliver its services in
a way that protects or enhances natural resources. The Village seizes opportunities to
‘green’ its operations when possible, whether by seeking grants to introduce new
environmentally friendly practices or by seeking the most environmentally friendly option

for existing services.”

The Village’s environmental sustainability efforts are guided by this strategic goal. The Village
does not have a formal sustainability plan or reporting process. Sustainability efforts are carried
out on an informal basis as the Village Council provides policy direction and the staff undertakes

daily operations.



REP 2023-9871 Page 9 of 90

Introduction

The Greenest Region Compact
The GRC is operated by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus. Below is an excerpt of the Caucasus'
summary of the GRC. Click here for th mplet mmary.

“The Greenest Region Compact (GRC) leverages the strength of municipal government
to build vibrant, sustainable communities across the Chicago region. The foundation of
the GRC is 49 high-level goals that have been reached by consensus; not only are the
goals aligned with important local, regional, national and global goals, but they are also
broadly supported by municipal members of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and allied
organizations. These consensus goals guide municipal action, support mayors in their
role as environmental leaders, and foster collaboration that has positive impacts on
sustainability in the region.

Municipalities adopt the GRC by formal resolution and agree to work to achieve GRC
goals in their community and in collaboration with other municipalities across the region.
To date, 144 communities of all sizes and strengths have adopted the GRC to improve
the quality of life for more than 6 million residents, which makes the GRC the largest
regional sustainability collaborative for municipalities in the country. See the full list of
GRC Communities. All Metropolitan Mayors Caucus member communities are invited to
support the GRC by passing a municipal resolution.

The GRC’s 49 high-level goals are tailored for municipalities and fall info ten
sustainability categories: climate, economic development, energy, land, leadership,
mobility, municipal operations, sustainable communities, water, and waste & recycling.
Municipalities that adopt the GRC are making a commitment to generally support its
consensus goals. Specific actions are prioritized and monitored by communities to best
suit their own objectives and abilities. Once your village/county board or city council
passes this model municipal resolution supporting the goals of the GRC, and you report
your community’s adoption of the GRC to Edith Makra, Director of Environmental
Initiatives, you become a GRC Community. You will then be given access to GRC
promotional material and invited to join in collaborative projects that will help achieve
GRC goals for your community and the region. At this time, there is no reporting
requirement for GRC Communities and there is no cost to Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
members.

The GRC Framework is the companion document that provides objectives, strategies,
and tools to help communities address goals of the GRC. The Framework is
flexible—municipalities of all sizes and resource levels can use the Framework to
undertake appropriate and impactful sustainability actions. The Framework incorporates
sustainability programs already accessible and popular with local governments. Use the
GRC Framework as a self-assessment checklist to inventory your municipal
accomplishments. The results can inform residents, staff and guide future planning.”


https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/rec/
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GRC Action Items in Top Stories

Introduction

Over the past several years the Village has featured dozens of articles on sustainability
efforts. Many of these efforts are actions that support the GRC Framework. The following are
links to over 60 Top Stories posted on the website and social media platforms from 2018 to

the present.

Get Hooked on Watersmart
Beware of Invasive Knotweed
Tree Recycling

St e el
Sharps Disposal

Paperless Permitting

Monarchs. Migration & Milkweed
Cleanup Amnesty Day
Household Hazardous Waste Disposal
Civic Center Project

Preserving Natural Areas
Mortgage Assistance Webinar
i e
DuPage Water Quality Program
DuPage Stormwater Water Quality Comments
DuPage Transportation Plan
Bioswale Program
Downtown Bike Racks

Bike Awareness

Downtown Outdoor Dining
Historic Preservation Month
Reaqister for Watersmart

Happy Arbor Day
Avoid Volcano Mulching

Rain Barrel Sale

Native Tree and Shrub Sale
Caring for Trees

Coat Drive

Dine DG

Water System Backflow Prevention

Restoring Native Areas
Holiday Light Recycling

Green Leadership Award Winner

Record Low Temperatures

Tree Planting

N

Green Fleet Award

Cottonwood Tree on Rogers Street
Bee’s Eye View of Pollinator Garden
Water System

Brick Streets

DG Recognized for Excellence in Stormwater
Focus on Traffic Safety

Severe Weather Preparedness

Cold Weather Info

DuPage County Stormwater Input
Reasons to Shop Local

Prentiss Creek Streetlights

Main Street Cemetery

- Inf ion Meeti

Belmont Pollinator Garden

Amendments to Stormwater Requlations
Response to Watermain Breaks

FEMA FI m nd Insurance Poli
Natural Hazards Miti

Pumpkin Smash
Pollinator Pics for BioBlitz

Heat Advisory
DuP. nty H

Street Sustainability
Fleet Maintenance

Anti-lcing Underway
Solar Energy in DG

ion Plan

ing Plan

Page 10 of 90


http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/08/06/get-hooked-on-watersmart
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2023/02/24/beware-the-invasive-knotweed
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/12/22/happy-holidays_2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2023/01/20/social-services-referral-program-can-help
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/10/25/sharps-disposal-program-discontinued
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/10/17/new-permit-and-service-request-portal-debuts-november-7
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/09/30/monarchs-migration-and-milkweed
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/09/12/amnesty-day-2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/08/15/changes-to-household-hazardous-waste-disposal
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/08/10/civic-center-project-begins
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/07/22/preserving-natural-areas
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/03/08/mortgage-assistance-webinar
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/02/03/social-services-referrals
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/02/01/dupage-water-quality-program-virtual-meeting
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/01/14/dupage-stormwater-seeks-public-comment
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/11/04/dupage-county-to-host-virtual-public-hearing-on-transportation-plan
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/08/27/bioswale-program
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/08/06/new-bike-racks-installed-downtown
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/06/25/bike-awareness
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/05/28/outdoor-dining-in-the-downtown
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/05/14/historic-preservation-month-2021
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/05/07/reasons-to-register-for-watersmart
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/04/30/happy-arbor-day
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/04/06/avoid-volcano-mulch
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/26/rain-barrel-sale-2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/25/native-tree-and-shrub-sale_2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/17/caring-for-trees
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/11/23/coat-drive_2021
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/11/24/dine-dg--take-home-for-the-holidays
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/10/26/backflow-survey-mailed-to-water-customers
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/06/12/restoring-native-areas
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/11/28/holiday-light-recycling_2022.23
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/12/10/green-leadership-award-winner
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/11/11/record-low-temps-for-tuesday-nov-12
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/11/08/fall-tree-planting-2019
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/10/07/2019-chloride-reduction-workshops
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/08/30/village-earns-green-fleet-award-for-7th-straight-year
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/08/09/cottonwood-tree-on-rogers-street-to-be-pruned
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/08/02/a-bees-eye-view-of-the-belmont-pollinator-garden
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/07/12/water-towers
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/04/08/inside-dg-brick-streets
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/04/08/inside-dg-brick-streets
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/03/15/focus-on-traffic-safety
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/03/04/severe-weather-preparedness-week-march-1-5-2021
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/01/24/power-outages-and-cold-weather-info
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/01/15/dupage-county-stormwater-committee-seeks-input
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/12/07/great-reasons-to-shop-local
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/08/24/inside-dg-prentiss-creek-street-lights
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/07/27/inside-dg-main-street-cemetery
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/05/17/compost-information-meeting-may-24
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/05/15/belmont-pollinator-garden
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/04/30/proposed-amendments-to-stormwater-regulations
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/03/20/how-we-handle-a-watermain-break
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/02/26/fema-announces-90-day-appeal-period-on-flood-maps-insurance-study
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/01/05/open-house-countywide-natural-hazards-mitigation-plan
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/10/01/pumpkin%20smash%202022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/09/04/parks-for-pollinators-bio-blitz-sept-12---20
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/08/06/get-hooked-on-watersmart
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/07/17/heat-advisory-for-august-11
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/07/01/dupage-county-public-hearing-notice
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/06/22/street-sustainabilityhttp://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/06/22/street-sustainability
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/08/10/fleet-maintenance-keeps-the-rubber-on-the-road
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/01/17/anti-icing-is-underway_2020
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/03/11/solar-energy-in-downers-grove
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Introduction

Civic Center Project Environmentally Sustainable Features - In addition to the sustainable
features of the Civic Center Project as required by existing building codes, the new facility and
associated site improvements include the following enhanced environmentally sustainable
features, as discussed and directed by the Village Council during the January 11 and March 8,
2022 meetings:

Stormwater Enhancements to reduce stormwater runoff and stormwater pollution:

o

Green Roof - Installed on approximately 10% of roof areas to reduce stormwater
runoff

Permeable Pavers - Installed in 100% of parking surfaces to reduce stormwater
runoff

Bioswales and Rain Gardens - approximately 80% of landscaped areas to reduce
stormwater pollution

Water Use Reduction — approximately 20% more efficient than baseline

o

(¢]

Efficient plumbing fixtures throughout

Native plantings throughout to reduce irrigation needs and enhance habitat for
pollination & native insects

Rainwater Harvesting for Irrigation Systems - Includes installation of two
underground cisterns to reduce stormwater runoff and use of potable water for
irrigation

Increase Energy Performance - approximately 30% more energy efficient than existing
buildings

(@)
(@)

Enhanced Exterior Building Envelope - insulation, sunshades, glare control, etc.
Mechanical System Enhancements — heat recovery

Renewable Energy:

(¢]

Photovoltaic (PV) Panels - located on new facility roof and secure parking lot
carport to offset approximately 20 to 25% of electrical load

Page 11 of 90



REP 2023-9871

Page 12 of 90

Land Use

GRC Category - Land Use

By the Numbers

Goals 717
Objectives 31/46
Strategies 33/43

Summary: Land use practices are generally recognized as an important part of building
environmentally sustainable communities. The Downers Grove Comprehensive Plan Land Use
Plan states that the purpose is “to promote a sustainable and holistic approach to growth and
development that protects and enhances existing neighborhoods, strengthens commercial
areas, protects industrial areas and employment centers, and enhances the Village’s network of
parks and open space and provision of community services.” Land use is one of the largest
categories within the GRC framework.

GRC Goals
Encourage strategic development that upholds
sustainability principles
Conserve restore and enhance natural features and
ecosystems @
Support networks of accessible, well-used and
enjoyable parks
Sustain a robust urban forest canopy @
Sustain beautiful landscapes that provide
ecosystem services
Achieve greater livability through sustainable land
use and housing policy g
Cultivate a conservation ethic in the community g



REP 2023-9871

Land Use
Pictured: Greenway along St. Joseph’s Creek.
GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
Zoning Ordinance and related development codes promote infill development and
complete residential neighborhoods by
e allowing for mixed-use developments
e encouraging continued use and additions to non-conforming structures
e allowing for development on existing platted lots
e requiring pedestrian connections from front door to public sidewalks
e requiring the construction of public improvements including sidewalks, L1, L1A, L32,
parkway trees, streetlights, etc, L32A, L32B, L32C
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance promote transit oriented development L2, L2B, L32,
and walkability in the downtown and Fairview areas L32B, L32C
Entered into Public/Private partnerships (redevelopment agreements) for transit L2, L2A, L32,

oriented developments (Main & Maple, Acadia, Station Crossing, Georgian Courts) = L32A, L32B, L32C

Transit oriented developments include Marquis on Maple, Burlington Station, Maple L2, L2A, L32,
& Washington, Apartments at 2nd & Fairview, Apartments at Prospect & Rogers L32B, L32C
Facilitated redevelopment of contaminated properties including Packey Webb Ford,

Development at Southeast Corner of Ogden & Saratoga, Development at
Northwest Corner of Main and Ogden L1, L1C

Stormwater regulations require Post Construction Best Management Practices
(PCBMPs) L8, L30, L30C

Page 13 of 90


https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=28_ZONING
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf#page=32
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_28.IV_Special_Purpose_Districts
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2016/06-28-16/ORD%202016-6874%20-%20Ordinance%20approving%20a%20Revelopment%20and%20Land%20Purchase%20Agreement%20for%20Main%20%20%20Maple%20-%206-28.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2014/12-16-14/ORD00-05753-93642MAPLE.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2015/08-11-15/ORD%202015-6321%20-%205100%20Forest%20-%20PUD%20Designation%20-%208-11-2015_428.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/7-13-2021/ORD%202021-9006%20-%20Planned%20Unit%20Development%20-%20Northwest%20corner%20of%20Maple%20Avenue%20and%20Washington%20Street%20-%207_18832.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/7-13-2021/ORD%202021-9006%20-%20Planned%20Unit%20Development%20-%20Northwest%20corner%20of%20Maple%20Avenue%20and%20Washington%20Street%20-%207_18832.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2020/10-06-20/ORD%202020-8672%20-%205117%20Fairview%20Avenue%20-%20PUD%20-%2010-6-2020_16631.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2016/05-03-16/ORD%202016-6756%20-%20715-719%20Rogers%20-%20Special%20Use%20-%205-3-2016_902.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2016/08-09-16/ORD%202016-6934%20-%20Packey%20Webb%20Redevelopment-Sales%20Tax%20Rebate%20Agreement%20-%208-9-2016_1066.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2014/07-15-14/AGENDA_PDFS/ACTIVE/ORD00_05587_RDA_1201_OGDEN.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/04-11-17/ORD%202017-7323%20-%20Vequity%20RDA%20-%204-11-2017_5958.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/04-11-17/ORD%202017-7323%20-%20Vequity%20RDA%20-%204-11-2017_5958.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.X_Post_Construction_Best_Management_Practices

REP 2023-9871

Page 14 of 90

Land Use
Comprehensive Plan and watershed plans identify natural assets for ecosystem
function L9
Plan Commission applications are required to use EcCoCAT L9

Purchased and demolished houses in floodplains, floodways and localized poor

drainage areas (LPDAs) (Lee Avenue south of Ogden, Multiple Properties Along St.
Joseph's Creek) L10, L10A

L10, L10B, L12,
Conserve natural area in conjunction with Park District and Forest Preserve District = L14, L14A, L18,

to operate Lyman Woods L18A
Preserve Village historical and cultural landmarks with Historic Landmark program L11
Construct, own and maintain paths that connect to Downers Grove Park District L10, L12, L17,
Parks (Lee & Grant Park, Hoopers Hollow) L17B, L18, L18B
L10, L14, L14A,
Own and maintain a wetlan nk at 40th lendenning with the Downers Grove L17, L17B, L18,
Park District L18C
Constructed pollinator gardens and naturalized areas at multiple locations (Belmont L14, L14A, L29,
Underpass, 2nd & Cumnor, Burlington Highlands, Robey Pond) L29A
Taking steps to prevent and mitigate knotweed L14, L14B
Own and manage numerous properties with native plantings or natural landscapes L14, L14B
Enforce_soil erosion and sediment control requlations at construction sites (public
and private sites) L15, L15A
Comprehensive Plan includes a Park and Open Space Plan in Parks, Open Space
and Natural Resources chapter L16
Constructed a pedestrian bridge and paved path at Jefferson and Brookbank L17, L17A
Created public gathering spaces at private developments (Marquis on Maple, Duly
Health on Main Street, Acadia on the Green, Station Crossing) L17, L17D
Allow private restaurants to use public space for outdoor dining areas L17,L17D

Maintain the public tree system in a sustainable manner (see Urban Forestry and L20, L21, L22, L23,
Municipal Landscape Manual). Annual tree planting consists of replacement trees | L23A, L23B, L23C,
and trees in new locations (2022 plantings included 382 replacement and 17 new L23D, L24, L24A,

locations) L24B, L24C, L25

Earn Tree City USA designation on an annual basis L26

Plant native landscaping in street medians (Claremont, Prairie) L29, L29A, L30

Plant native landscaping on projects when possible such as Otis Grant Florence

Drainage Improvement Project, 2nd & Cumnor L30

Converted turf grass to sustainable plants with Public Works rain garden,

Claremont medians, and Belmont Pollinator garden L29, L29A, L30A
L29, L29A, L30,

Operate the Bioswale program L30A

Operate the Native Tree and Shrub Sale L30, L30B

10


http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/programs/EcoCAT/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2013/07-16-13/Agenda%20PDFs/Consent/RES00_05294_4409_LEE.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/03-14-17/RES%202017-7308%20-%20Authorize%20Purchase%20of%20Property%20-%205639%20Webster%20Street%20-%203-14-2017_5891.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/03-14-17/RES%202017-7308%20-%20Authorize%20Purchase%20of%20Property%20-%205639%20Webster%20Street%20-%203-14-2017_5891.pdf
https://www.dgparks.org/lyman-woods-nature-center
http://www.downers.us/govt/historic-preservation
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/12-07-2021/RES%202021-9240%20-%20IGA%20with%20Downers%20Grove%20Park%20District%20Maintenance%20of%2040th%20%20%20Glendenning%20Wetland%20Area_19726.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/07/22/preserving-natural-areas
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/creeks-and-wetlands
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.IX_Soil_Erosion_And_Sediment_Control_Requirements
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf#page=76
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/2021-jefferson---brookbank-sidewalk-connection
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2014/12-16-14/ORD00-05753-93642MAPLE.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2020/02-18-20/ORD%202019-8440%20-%205207%20Main%20Street%20-%20Special%20Use%20-%202-18-2020_15823.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2020/02-18-20/ORD%202019-8440%20-%205207%20Main%20Street%20-%20Special%20Use%20-%202-18-2020_15823.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/05/28/outdoor-dining-in-the-downtown
http://www.downers.us/res/forestry
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/public_works/Tree%20City%20USA%202020.pdf
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/otisgrantflorence-drainage-improvements
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/otisgrantflorence-drainage-improvements
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/2nd-and-cumnor-stormwater-improvements
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-05-21/RES%202021-9084%20-%20Openlands%20Grant%20%20Public%20Works%20Rain%20Garden%20and%20Natural%20Areas%20-%2010-5-2021_19065.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2019/08/02/a-bees-eye-view-of-the-belmont-pollinator-garden
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/08/27/bioswale-program
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/25/native-tree-and-shrub-sale_2022
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Use native and sustainable landscaping on municipal projects such as the Public
Works Rain Garden and the Civic Center Project

Proclamation in support of the Mayors Monarch Pledge

Maintain beautiful streetscapes in the downtown area

Zoning Ordinance includes build-to-zones in the downtown districts

Stormwater regulations protect and requlate wetlands, floodplains and LPDAs

Protect Lyman Woods using conditions in the Planned Development Ordinances for
Midwestern University and Good Samaritan Hospital

Zoning Ordinance requires a minimum amount of green-space

Zoning Ordinance contains_landscape requirements for parking lots
Protect public ash trees by implementing the Emerald Ash Borer program

Partner with the Downers Grove Park District and School District 58 to celebrate
Arbor Day

Produced videos and promotional materials educating the public about naturalized
areas and sustainable landscaping (see page 6)

Partner with other agencies and organizations to participate in the DuPage River
Sweep

Educate staff about forest and wetlands best management practices

Partner with the Conservation Foundation to encourage sustainable landscaping on
private property

Comprehensive Plan identifies infill catalyst sites

Partnering with CMAP, DuDOT, Lombard and Oak Brook to prepare a Butterfield
Road Study

Completed a restoration of St. Joseph’s Creek near Webster St, installed rain
gardens in right-of-ways, Clyde Estate Improvements

Site management regulations protect parkways trees

Downtown Design Guidelines encourage walkable development

Comprehensive Plan includes a goal to reduce curb cuts on Ogden Avenue (Ogden
Focus Area)

Stormwater regulations integrate resiliency strategies into development policies and
plans

Stormwater regulations mandate new development maintains existing drainage
patterns
Developed greenways along the south branch of St. Joseph Creek

Constructed an accessible trail at the 2nd and Cumnor basin that connects to the
adjacent park

Collaborated with the Park District to enhance Washington Park and McCollum
Park with new ballfields and recreational opportunities

Land Use

L30, L30A
L30, L30C
L31
L32, L32B, L32C
L33, L33A, L33B

L14, L14C, L33,
L33E, L18, L18A,
L33, L33E

L36
L36
L37

L38

L39

L40, L39
L41

L30, L30B, L42
L1, L1C

L3

L30, L30A
L+28
L32, L32C

L32, L32C

L34

L1
L12

L18

L18, L18A, L18C

11
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http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-05-21/RES%202021-9084%20-%20Openlands%20Grant%20%20Public%20Works%20Rain%20Garden%20and%20Natural%20Areas%20-%2010-5-2021_19065.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-05-21/RES%202021-9084%20-%20Openlands%20Grant%20%20Public%20Works%20Rain%20Garden%20and%20Natural%20Areas%20-%2010-5-2021_19065.pdf
http://www.downers.us/civic-center
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/11-07-17/MIN%202017-7554%20-%20Council%20Minutes%20-%20October%2017,%202017%20-%2011-7-2017_6889.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.4.010_D,_Downtown_Districts
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.XIII_Flood_Plain_And_Localized_Poor_Drainage_Area_Management
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2015/11-17-15/ORD%202015-6526%20-%20Planned%20Unit%20Development%20Amendment%20for%20Midwestern%20University%20555%2031st%20Street%20-%2011-1_633.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_28.VIII_Landscaping_And_Screening
http://www.downers.us/res/forestry/trees-insects-and-diseases
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/04/30/happy-arbor-day
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/04/30/happy-arbor-day
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/06/12/restoring-native-areas
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/06/12/restoring-native-areas
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/managing-stormwater-at-home
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/rivers-streams/river-sweep/
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/rivers-streams/river-sweep/
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2015/03/04/managing-your-stormwater-workshop
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2015/03/04/managing-your-stormwater-workshop
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf#page=76
https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/butterfield-road-corridor-plan
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/09-17-19/MOT%202019-8310%20-%20Design-Build%20Services%20for%20St.%20Joseph%20Creek%20Restoration%20-%209-17-2019_14730.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_24.106_Prevention_Of_Injury_To_Trees-Public_Right-Of-Way
http://www.downers.us/downtown-design-guidelines
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf#page=122
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.XI_Site_Runoff_Conveyance,_Storage_And_Field_Tiles
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/09-17-19/MOT%202019-8310%20-%20Design-Build%20Services%20for%20St.%20Joseph%20Creek%20Restoration%20-%209-17-2019_14730.pdf
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The stormwater requlations result in the installation of rains gardens on most new
developments and redevelopments

Provide print, web and video materials on use of native landscaping (see page 6)

Volunteers from the Pierce Downer Heritage Alliance assisted in planting the

Belmont underpass pollinator garden

The Stormwater Ordinance contains information on forest best management
practices

Assist the Conservation Foundation in operating the Conservation@Home program

Page 16 of 90

Land Use

L30, L30C
L39

L40, L39

L41
L42

Rendering of the Civic Center Project (Police Station, Village Hall, School District 58 Office)
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.X_Post_Construction_Best_Management_Practices
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/05/15/belmont-pollinator-garden
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.X_Post_Construction_Best_Management_Practices
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/conservation-home/
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Water

GRC Category - Water

By the Numbers

Goals 717
Objectives 45/60
Strategies 10/22

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove provides high quality, safe drinking water and
is committed to using water in an efficient and sustainable manner. A number of
initiatives to conserve water and reduce waste have been implemented, such as
promoting water-saving practices among residents, upgrading infrastructure to reduce
leaks, and using native, drought-resistant plants in landscaping. The Village also
regularly monitors water usage and quality to ensure it meets the highest standards of
efficiency and sustainability. By taking these proactive measures, the Village is working
to protect this vital resource for future generations while ensuring a reliable water supply
for its residents and businesses.

GRC Goals
Use and distribute water efficiently ¢
Protect and improve water quality &
Manage water system assets sustainably @
Optimize the use of natural and built systems to
manage stormwater
Enact policies to protect water resources ¢
Practice stewardship of water resources {
Engage the community in water stewardship @

ol

o

Elevated Water Storage Tanks

20
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Water
GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
w1, W1B,
Produce and publish videos to encourage efficient water use among residents (see page = W51, W52,
6) W56, W57
w1, W1B,
W51, W52,
Provide residents and businesses with leak test kits W56, W57
w1, W1B,
W51, W52,
Operate WaterSmart software W56, W57
Reduced system-wide water consumption by 23.7% since 2012 w1
Partner with DuPage Water Commission on their use reduction program W4, W48
Provide water use audits to customers W+6
Village code contains_water conservation requlations W1, W33
The Village does not use coal tar pavements on Village projects w9
Use liquid deicers such as beet juice and calcium chloride to reduce salt usage during
snow and ice control events W9, WoC
Calibrate salt spreaders to reduce salt use during snow and ice control events W9, WaC
Educate snow plow operators and the public in most efficient use of chlorides in
conjunction with DuPage Salt Creek Workgroup W9, WaC
Reduced the amount of pesticides and fertilizers used on municipal property W9, WoB
Stormwater regulations require PCMBPs and site runoff management w11
Prepare and submit an annual water loss report to lllinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) W13
Administer federal and state soil erosion and sediment control regulations in improving
water quality (NPEDS program) w13
Label storm drains indicating the destination of discharge w14
Operate an efficient water utility that delivers clean, healthful water W15
Track and report water loss using American Water Works Association (AWWA) reporting
format W15, W15A
Complete an annual system-wide leak detection W15, W15B
Implement a plan for repairing and replacing water infrastructure W15, W15B
Village Code requires leaks on the private portion of the water system to be repairedina W15, W15B,
timely manner W16F
W16, W16A,
Use Lucity software to track and manage water and infrastructure assets Ww16B, W16F
W16, W16A,
Developed and implement a plan for maintenance and replacement for the water system W16B, W16F

21
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http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/08/06/get-hooked-on-watersmart
https://www.dpwc.org/conservation-programs/
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_25.5_Regulations_For_Water_Conservation
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Stormwater_%20Management/Resolution%20Signed-%20MOU%20Coal%20Tar%20-%20020315.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecjdmYbLKjA
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.X_Post_Construction_Best_Management_Practices
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.XI_Site_Runoff_Conveyance,_Storage_And_Field_Tiles
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2017/02-07-17/MOT%202017-7252%20-%20Water%20System%20Leak%20Detection%20Services%20-%202-7-2017_5725.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Forms_Publications/Water%20Rate%20Study%202019.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_25.45_Leaks_In_Mains,_Service_Pipes_Or_Accessories;_Repairs
http://www.downers.us/govt/village-budget/community-investment-program-cip
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100% of customer accounts are metered with automated reading technology (AMR)
Invest water revenues into sustainable water infrastructure through water supply utility
Administer an annual water main replacement program

Coordinate street, utility, and water infrastructure projects

Participate in the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) low-interest loan
program

Support the Dupage River Salt Creek Workgroup to assess dams and undertake removal
when feasible

Participate in the FEMA Community in Community Rating System program for flood
mitigation and planning (Class 6 Community)

Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program

Installed rain gardens and bioswales at Public Works, Fire Station 3 and Eorest Lot North
Constructed permeable pavers at Forest Lot North, Grove St. and Forrest Ave.

Host rain barrel and pative plant sales

Stormwater utility includes credits and incentives for runoff reduction and water quality
improvement efforts

Village code requires infiltration prior to connecting to stormwater management system

Constructed naturalized areas at multiple locations (Belmont Underpass, 2nd & Cumnor,
Burlington Highlands, Robey Pond)

Collaborate with DuPage County and the Park District to enhance wetlands for improve
ecosystem services at 40th and Glendenning

Partner with DuPage County and other municipalities to prepare a water quality report
(NPDES)

Operate a stormwater utility

Conduct water rate studies on a regular basis

Use full-cost pricing for water service

Stormwater regulations and the stormwater utility encourages new development to follow
conservation practices

Village code limits watering of landscape to every other day (even/odd system)

Village stormwater regulations are more restrictive than the lllinois model ordinance
Allow rainwater harvesting for landscape irrigation

Village Code encourages and requires green infrastructure BMPs

Village Code offers multiple ways to comply with stormwater management requirements

Village Code requires the use PCBMPs that protect surface and groundwater from runoff
and contamination

Prepare and implement Watershed Plans for St. Joseph Creek, Prentiss Creek and Lacey
Creek

Water

W16, W16C

w17
w17
w18

w19

W20

w21
w22

w23, W23B
w23, W23B

w24

w24
W25

W26, W27

w27

w28
W+30

w31

w32

W34
W35
W36
w37
W39
W40

w41

W45
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http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/06-11-19/ORD%202019-8167%20-%20Ordinance%20Authorizing%20a%20Loan%20Agreement%20with%20the%20Illinois%20Environmental%20Protection%20Age_14256.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/06-11-19/ORD%202019-8167%20-%20Ordinance%20Authorizing%20a%20Loan%20Agreement%20with%20the%20Illinois%20Environmental%20Protection%20Age_14256.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/all-village-properties-qualify-for-reduced-flood-ins-premiums
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/08/27/bioswale-program
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/2021-forest-north-parking-lot-burlington-avenue-improvements
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/2021-forest-north-parking-lot-burlington-avenue-improvements
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/26/rain-barrel-sale-2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/25/native-tree-and-shrub-sale_2022
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/stormwater-utility
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/07/22/preserving-natural-areas
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/12-07-2021/RES%202021-9240%20-%20IGA%20with%20Downers%20Grove%20Park%20District%20Maintenance%20of%2040th%20%20%20Glendenning%20Wetland%20Area_19726.pdf
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/stormwater-utility
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Forms_Publications/Water%20Rate%20Study%202019.pdf
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/stormwater-utility
http://www.downers.us/res/water/water-conservation
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_26.X_Post_Construction_Best_Management_Practices
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Collaborate with property owners at Lacy Creek, St Joseph's Creek, Prentiss Creek to
allow for streambank stabilization improvements

Provide annual reports on water supply and operations to the DuPage Water Commission

Produce videos and printed materials on stormwater quality and contamination reduction
(see page 6)

Partner with DuPage County to prepare a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan

Support DuPage County school outreach efforts
Hosted a webinar on St. Josephs Creek in partnership with DuPage County

Collaborate with DuPage County on outreach regarding St. Josephs water creek plan

Native Plants in Claremont Sf. Median

Native planting in Claremont median

Water

W46
w49

W54
W58
W59
W60
W60
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http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/01/05/open-house-countywide-natural-hazards-mitigation-plan
https://www2.illinois.gov/epa/Documents/iepa/water-quality/watershed-management/watershed-based-planning/2017/st-joseph-creek-watershed-plan-final.pdf#page=13
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Waste & Recycling

GRC Category - Waste and Recycling

By the Numbers

Goals 5/5
Objectives 15/25
Strategies 4/9

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove is committed to an environmentally sensitive
solid waste and recycling program. The comprehensive program includes curbside
pickup of recyclable materials and the ability for residents to choose a recycling bin
larger than their existing garbage container beginning in April of 2023. The Village also
encourages proper disposal of electronics, household hazardous waste, engine oil and
cooking oil by referring residents to partner organizations. By diverting waste from
landfills, the Village is working to reduce environmental impacts.

GRC Goals
1. Support sustainable material management
2. Recycle materials across all sectors {
3. Divert waste from landfills @
4. Enact policies that cause sustainable material
management §
5. Engage the community in waste reduction and
recycling @
Village Actions and Efforts GRC Items
Supported
Encourage staff to recycle and provide recycling bins through Village facilities WR2
Collect and dispose of waste engine oil from Village fleet and the public WR2
Implement an online and digital building permit system to reduce paper use WR3
Digitized historical Village documents WR3
Discourage printing in Village facilities WR3

29


http://www.downers.us/res/garbage-and-recycling/hazardous-wasteelectronicsmisc-recycling
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/10/17/new-permit-and-service-request-portal-debuts-november-7
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Waste & Recycling

Zoning Ordinance allows for garage sales WR5
Prepared public messaging to encourage furniture donation during Amnesty Day WRS, WR22
Allow the public to exchange goods in the Police Station parking lot WRS
Continued operation of pay-as-you-throw solid waste program WR+6
Provide curbside residential recycling WR10
Provide cart-swap program beginning in April of 2023 WR10
Provide recycling bins in the Downtown WR11
Village code allows for on-site food-scrap composting WR+12, WR18
Direct residents to properly dispose of household hazardous waste at the WR13, WR13a
household hazardous waste facility in Naperville

Support and promote the proper disposal of pharmaceutical waste WR13, WR13b
Direct residents to properly dispose of used cooking oil at the Sanitary District WR13, WR13c
Promote and support Holiday tree and pumpkin composting in collaboration with the WR14
Park District

Refer public inquiries to the Sanitary District’s biosolid program WR15
Operate a wood-chip and mulching pick up site WR15
Con’gract with Republic Services to provide environmentally sensitive solid waste WR19
services

Conduct public messaging about paper recycling & proper composting WR21
Prohibit public dumping, post “No Dumping” signs about public land locations WR23
Participate in the annual DuPage River Sweep WR24

Food composting

30
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.6.010_Accessory_Uses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFHu6RmgU7Q
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/08-16-22/RES%202022-9562%20-%20Authorize%20a%20Contract%20Extension%20with%20Republic%20Services%20for%20Solid%20Waste%20Collection%20and_22251.pdf
http://www.downers.us/res/garbage-and-recycling/curbside-recycling
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/08-16-22/RES%202022-9562%20-%20Authorize%20a%20Contract%20Extension%20with%20Republic%20Services%20for%20Solid%20Waste%20Collection%20and_22251.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2016/04/01/downtown-recycle-program-begins
http://www.downers.us/res/garbage-and-recycling
https://www.naperville.il.us/services/garbage-and-recycling/household-hazardous-waste-facility/
http://www.downers.us/res/garbage-and-recycling/hazardous-wasteelectronicsmisc-recycling
https://www.dgsd.org/blog/new-drop-off-location-for-used-cooking-oil-recycling/
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/12/22/happy-holidays_2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/10/01/pumpkin%20smash%202022
https://www.dgsd.org/biosolids/
http://www.downers.us/res/forestry/tree-maintenance
https://www.republicservices.com/organizational-sustainability
http://www.downers.us/res/garbage-and-recycling/curbside-recycling
http://www.downers.us/res/garbage-and-recycling
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_13.46_Permanent_Dumping_Prohibited;_Exception
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/rivers-streams/river-sweep/
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Municipal Operations

GRC Category - Municipal Operations

By the Numbers

Goals 4/4
Objectives 10/17
Strategies 4/14

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove has taken a number of steps to reduce the
environmental impact of every-day municipal operations, such as installing
energy-efficient lighting and equipment, utilizing renewable energy sources, and
reducing paper usage through the implementation of paperless permitting systems.

GRC Goals
1. Lead by demonstrating sustainable values and
practices M
2. Integrate sustainability into all municipal
operations @
3. Operate a safe, clean and efficient fleet §
4. Collect and manage data to advance sustainability 4

GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
Obtained grants to purchase flood-prone properties MO3
Obtained a ComEd grant for Belmont Pollinator Garden and the rain garden at
Public Works MO3
Obtained a DuPage County water quality grant for the Mochel Drive Water Quality
project MO3
Obtained an IEPA grant and DuPage County grant for St. Joseph's South Creek
restoration project MO3
Village Stormwater Administrator trains staff on sustainability practices for
managing stormwater system MO4
Plow operators are trained on sustainable snow control techniques MO4
School District 58 administrative offices will be housed in new Civic Center MO+7
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http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2014/10/16/downers-grove-awarded-820000-fema-grant
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/05/15/belmont-pollinator-garden
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-05-21/RES%202021-9084%20-%20Openlands%20Grant%20%20Public%20Works%20Rain%20Garden%20and%20Natural%20Areas%20-%2010-5-2021_19065.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-05-21/RES%202021-9084%20-%20Openlands%20Grant%20%20Public%20Works%20Rain%20Garden%20and%20Natural%20Areas%20-%2010-5-2021_19065.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/10-04-22/MOT%202022-9586%20-%20Award%20of%20Contract%20-%20Mochel%20Drive%20Water%20Quality%20Feature%20Design%20(SW-073)%20-%2010-4-2022_22264.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/10-04-22/MOT%202022-9586%20-%20Award%20of%20Contract%20-%20Mochel%20Drive%20Water%20Quality%20Feature%20Design%20(SW-073)%20-%2010-4-2022_22264.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/09-17-19/MOT%202019-8310%20-%20Design-Build%20Services%20for%20St.%20Joseph%20Creek%20Restoration%20-%209-17-2019_14730.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/09-17-19/MOT%202019-8310%20-%20Design-Build%20Services%20for%20St.%20Joseph%20Creek%20Restoration%20-%209-17-2019_14730.pdf
http://www.downers.us/civic-center
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Municipal Operations

Building
Village is a member of DUCOMM for regional dispatching services

Village is a member of DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup, which performs
regional projects to improve water quality

Village partners with_School District 58 and Downers Grove Sanitary District on
paving parking lots and sidewalks

Village partners with the Park District and Forest Preserve District to_maintain the
wetland bank at 40th & Glendenning and Lyman Woods

Village partners with Park District for the maintenance of Barth Pond and Prince
Pond (Village recently dredged both ponds)

The Park District mows the grass on Village-owned properties on Lee Avenue
south of Ogden

Purchasing policy includes a preference for recycled and environmentally
sustainable products

Extended the useful life of Village Hall and the Police Station

Extend the useful life of water towers by maintenance and rehabilitation projects

Maximized useful life of streets with preventative maintenance and resurfacing
projects

Maximize the useful life of sidewalks by performing maintenance and delaying
replacement until necessary

Converted many difficult to maintain roadside ditches into bioswales

Construct naturalized stormwater basin projects (2nd & Cumnor, Burlington
Highlands, etc.)

Completed naturalized streambank stabilization projects (St. Joseph's Creek)

Utilize GIS-based asset management system to maximize useful life of assets
Right-sized the vehicles in the Village Fleet
Educated Village employees on impacts of idling and provide anti-idling training

Converted police, public works and community development vehicles from
gasoline to natural gas

Operate a compressed natural gas fueling station in partnership with the City of
Chicago and the USDoE

Efficiently manage asset and water use with SCADA, fleet management software,
and Watersmart

MO+7

MO+7

MO+7

MO+7

MO+7

MO+7

MO9
MO10
MO10

MO10

MO10
MO+12

MO+12

MO+12

MO+13
MO14, MO14B
MO14, MO14C

MO14, MO14D,
MO3

MO14,M0O14D,
MO3, MO17

MO+10

34

Page 38 of 90


http://www.downers.us/civic-center
https://www.ducomm.org/
https://drscw.org/
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2014/05-06-14/AGENDA_PDFS/CONSENT/RES00_05554_IGA_DISTRICT_58.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/12-07-2021/RES%202021-9240%20-%20IGA%20with%20Downers%20Grove%20Park%20District%20Maintenance%20of%2040th%20%20%20Glendenning%20Wetland%20Area_19726.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/12-07-2021/RES%202021-9240%20-%20IGA%20with%20Downers%20Grove%20Park%20District%20Maintenance%20of%2040th%20%20%20Glendenning%20Wetland%20Area_19726.pdf
https://www.dgparks.org/location/patriots-park-barth-pond
https://www.dgparks.org/location/prince-pond
https://www.dgparks.org/location/prince-pond
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/12-13-22/RES%202022-9701%20-%20Resolution%20revising%20the%20Village%20s%20Purchasing%20Procedures%20as%20Official%20Village%20Policy%20-_23783.pdf#page=7
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/10-04-22/MOT%202022-9597%20-%20Award%20of%20Contract%20-%20Downers%20Drive%20Water%20Tower%20Rehab%20(WP-019)%20-%2010-4-2022_23651.pdf
http://www.downers.us/res/streets
http://www.downers.us/res/sidewalks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7d4kw39PQYY
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/07/22/preserving-natural-areas
http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/creeks-and-wetlands
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2019/09-17-19/MOT%202019-8310%20-%20Design-Build%20Services%20for%20St.%20Joseph%20Creek%20Restoration%20-%209-17-2019_14730.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2013/11/19/cng-fueling-for-commercial-operators-now-available
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lKdFzwUjIg
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Mobility
GRC Category - Mobility

By the Numbers

Goals 5/5
Objectives 26/39
Strategies 0/2

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove is committed to providing a sustainable
transportation system that prioritizes the safety, accessibility, and efficiency of all modes
of transportation, including walking, biking, transit, and driving. By taking a multi-modal
approach to transportation, the Village is striving to create a more livable, vibrant, and
sustainable community for its residents and visitors.

GRC Goals

Support safe and effective active transportation &

2. Maintain a diverse, safe and efficient transportation
network @

3. Support efficient transportation that uses
resources wisely

4. Integrate sustainability into transportation policies,
programs and regulations &

5. Promote public and sustainable transportation

=
L]

choice {
GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
Identified gaps in the sidewalk system as part of a multi-year sidewalk capital
improvement plan M1
The Transportation Plan chapter of the Comprehensive Plan Identifies pedestrian and
bicycle barriers M1
The Comprehensive Plan identifies potential bicycle and pedestrian paths based on
the 2013 Bike & Pedestrian Plan (pg. 62) M2
Implemented 14 of the 22 recommendations in the 2013 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan M3
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http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf
http://www.downers.us/res/parking-and-transportation/village-bikeway-plan
http://www.downers.us/res/parking-and-transportation/village-bikeway-plan
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Entered into an intergovernmental agreement with DuPage County for the
construction of a bike path on 31st St.

Collaborating with Lombard and Oak Brook and CMAP to develop an active
transportation system along Butterfield accessible to bikes

Installed bicycle parking racks at Village Hall, Downtown, all three commuter train
stations, and the parking deck

Partnered with the Downers Grove Bicycle club to Install a bicycle repair station in the
Downtown

The Zoning Ordinance requires commercial developments to install bicycle parking

The annual sidewalk rehabilitation program maximizes the lifespan of sidewalk
pavement (removes height displacements from existing sidewalk squares)

Maintain efficient traffic flow within and around the community
Employ a full time professional transportation manager

Conduct neighborhood traffic studies through the Village to maintain efficient and safe
traffic flow (8 studies completed)

The series of traffic signals along Main St. and Fairview are synchronized to reduce
vehicle idling

Completed full-depth reclamation when reconstructing the streets in Downers Grove
Estates and Clyde Estate

Installed native plantings at Claremont, Prairie, and streets in Clyde Estate and
Downers Grove Estates

Community Investment Program (CIP) proactively plans for major transportation
infrastructure improvements

Collaborated with ICC, DuPage County, BNSF, Metra, and the State of IL to construct
the Belmont Underpass

Constructed the Compressed Natural Gas Station at Public Works in collaboration
with the City of Chicago and the US Dept. of Energy

Sell compressed natural-gas (CNG) to other local governments and commercial
entities

Civic Center Project will provide electric vehicle charging stations
Operate a roadside Bioswale program

Installed native plants at Claremont, Prairie and in the streets at Downers Grove
Estates and Clyde Estates

Manage the municipal parking system in partnership with Metra and the BNSF in
support of the commuter rail system

Supported the installation of Metra pay stations at all three train stations

Partner with state and federal government to finance road improvements (participate
in state and federal grant programs: Main, Maple, Dunham, Fairview, Finley)

Ensure all DuPage County transportation impact fees are paid before release of
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M4

M4, M11

M5

M5
M5, M28

M6
M7
M7

M7

M8

M9, M13, M25

M9, M13

Mo

M11

M12, M17

M12, M17
M12
M13

M13

M16, M29, M35
M16, M29, M35

M20
M20
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https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/butterfield-road-corridor-plan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbCuCRp2je8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EouRaPmtwnQ
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.7.060_Bicycle_Parking
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/2022-sidewalk-rehabilitation-program
http://www.downers.us/res/traffic
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2014/07/23/innovative-process-used-in-neighborhood-project
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/vlg_budget/2023/2023AdoptedBudget.pdf#page=234
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/belmont-road-underpass
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2013/11/19/cng-fueling-for-commercial-operators-now-available
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2013/11/19/cng-fueling-for-commercial-operators-now-available
http://www.downers.us/civic-center
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7d4kw39PQYY
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/roadway-resurfacing-lafo---main-street-ogden-to-franklin
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/roadway-resurfacing-lafo---maple-avenue-main-to-fairview
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/roadway-resurfacing-lafo-dunham-55th-to-63rd-st
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-05-21/RES%202021-8913%20-%20Resolution%20to%20Appropriate%20REBUILD%20Funding%20-%20Fairview%20Avenue%20-%2010-5-2021_18294.pdf
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/roadway-resurfacing-lafo-finley-rd-butterfield
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commercial permits

Manage parking supply efficiently by allowing shared parking by multiple user groups
Zoning ordinance includes a maximum parking space regulation

Participate in Safe Routes to School Program (approved a resolution in support of the

program) and created designated safe routes to school
Village has an anti-idling policy
Use recycled asphalt for street resurfacing and reconstruction projects

Building code and zoning ordinance allow for electric vehicle charging stations

The Zoning Ordinance allows for a reduction in the number of parking spaces with
installation of electric charging stations

Subdivision Code requires the construction of sidewalks

Maintain buildings at three train stations and Belmont Underpass

Main Street and Fairview train stations are Historic Landmarks which the Village

actively maintains and preserves
Offer reverse commuter permit parking in Downtown
Promote use of the PACE Vanpool

Encourage municipal employees to use alternative modes of transportation to
commute to work

Publish short-form videos encouraging residents to walk and bike (see page 6)

Improve pedestrian facilities at all signals in the Downtown in 2023

Recently Constructed Pedestrian Crosswalk on Prairie Avenue

Mobility

M21
M21

M22
M23
M25
M26

M26
M28
M29

M29
M32, M35
M32, M35

M33
M34
M34
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.7.020_Maximum_Requirements
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2021/10-12-21/RES%202021-9144%20-%202021%20Safe%20Routes%20to%20School%20Grant%20Program%20-%2010-12-2021_19409.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.6.010_Accessory_Uses
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.7.050_Parking_Exemptions_And_Reductions
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.7.050_Parking_Exemptions_And_Reductions
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_20.401_Required_Public_Improvements
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/historic_preservation/Main_St_Train_Station_Staff_Report.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/historic_preservation/Fairview_Train_Station_Staff_Report.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2014/02-18-14/AGENDA_PDFS/FIRST_READING/ORD00_05468_REVERSE_COMMUTER.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/08/06/new-bike-racks-installed-downtown
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tuHFw2cpU&t=1s
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GRC Category - Energy

By the Numbers

Goals 5/5
Objectives 11/33
Strategies 1/4

Energy

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove is committed to the use of energy efficient
practices in its municipal buildings. This includes implementing energy-saving measures
such as LED lighting, efficient HVAC systems, solar panels and smart building controls.

GRC Goals

Advance renewable energy ¢
Reduce energy consumption d
Enact policies that support clean energy (¢

LU S

Use energy for buildings and facilities efficiently ¢

Engage the community in clean energy practices 4

GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
Occupancy sensors have been installed at PW, PD, VH and Fire Station 2 ES5
Energy efficient lighting has been installed in all municipal buildings E5
Collaborate with Com-Ed to upgrade street lights to LED E7
Solar panels have been installed at nine municipal buildings E6, E12
The Civic Center project includes solar panels and other energy efficiency
measures E6, E12
Completed energy efficiency upgrades at Fire Station 3 by replacing the existing
HVAC system with high-efficiency equipment E+11

Development related codes allow for geothermal, solar and wind power
generation

Staff powers down equipment when possible
Public Works employee maintains Building Operator Certification

Adopted current lllinois Energy Conservation Code

E13, E13a, E25
E18
E21
E24
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http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2020/03/11/solar-energy-in-downers-grove
http://www.downers.us/civic-center
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.6.010_Accessory_Uses
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Energy

Promoted Com-Ed Smart Meter installation E30
Publish short-form video promoting solar energy in Downers Grove E30

Solar panels on the Public Works building
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http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2017/01/23/comed-smart-meter-installation-is-underway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pMZkm-bJHg
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Sustainable Communities

GRC Category - Sustainable Communities

By the Numbers

Goals 6/7
Objectives 23/54
Strategies 0/6

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove is committed to fostering a sustainable
community that promotes cultural vibrancy, health, safety, and wellness, and community
principles that are welcoming, inclusive, and equitable. The Village's commitment to
sustainability recognizes the value of creating a sustainable future for all Downers

Grove residents.

GRC Goals
Promote cultural vibrancy in the community &

PON S

inclusive and equitable @

Foster a culture of health, safety, and wellness §
Increase access to sustainably grown local food {
Sustain community principles that are welcoming,

5. Promote a sustainable identity for the community O
6

. Assure local policies and codes support
sustainability &

7. Cultivate community values based on principles of

sustainability ¢

GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
Operate a Historic Landmark Program which has approved 30 landmarks SC1
Partner with the Historical Society to operate tours and events at the historic Main
Street cemetery SC2
Partner with YMCA to operate a Downtown Market at the historic Main St. Train Station SC2, SC17
Village hosts the_Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony and Coffee with the Council at the
historic Main St. Train Station SC2
Proclamation for Arts DuPage Month in October of 2022 SC3
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http://www.downers.us/govt/historic-preservation
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/07/27/inside-dg-main-street-cemetery
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/07/27/inside-dg-main-street-cemetery
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2017/06/15/new-picnic-tables-dedicated-at-downtown-dg-market
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/12/02/tree-lighting-2022-highlights
http://www.downers.us/agendas/2022/october-9-2022
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Sustainable Communities

Village has Downtown Design Guidelines

Village partnered with the Municipal Design Review Network to provide a tour of the
downtown

Produce brochures in partnership with the Historical Society on the Sears Home tour,
quide to architectural styles and Downtown Walking Tour brochures

Partner with Dupage County to prepare a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan

Prepare and maintain an Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) in cooperation with
Dupage County Office of Emergency Management and the Local Emergency
Managers Conference

Publish short-form videos encouraging residents to create a disaster plan and disaster
preparedness kits

Certified Storm-Ready community
Village staff fully-participates in the National Incident Management System (NIMS)

Village operates a social services referral program

Collaborated with federal, state and county agencies to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic

Mitigate emerald ash borer effects on ash trees

Partner with DuPage County on West Nile Virus mitigation efforts

Operate a mosquito abatement program

Produce short-form videos encouraging residents to properly use 9-1-1 system

Operate a child car-seat safety program

Operate the Safety Town program in partnership with the Park District
Provide safety suggestions for trick or treating

Produced a short-form video encouraging safe bicycling practices
Produced a short-form video demonstrating proper fire extinguisher use
Produced a short-form video demonstrating proper cooking techniques

Partner with District 58 and District 99 on police and fire public education and school
lockdown drills

Police staff provide active threat training to businesses and community upon request
Village conducts annual fire safety inspections of commercial and institutional buildings

Operate a Taxi Coupon program providing subsidized taxi rides to seniors and people
with disabilities

Comprehensive Plan recommends providing housing opportunities for people to age in
place

Pledged Village private activity bonding authority for the supportive living facility on
Lacey Road

Zoning Ordinance allows community gardens

SC6

SC6

SC6
SC8

SC8

SC8

SC8

SC8
SC9, SC10

SC11
SC11
SC11
SC11
SC+14
SC+14
SC+14
SC+14
SC+14
SC+14
SC+14

SC+14
SC+14
SC+14

SC+15

SC+15, SC23

SC+15
SC18
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http://www.downers.us/downtown-design-guidelines
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/historic_preservation/13001%20-%20Sears%20Catalog%20Homes%20Booklet%20FINAL%20PROOF.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/historic_preservation/12561%20-%20Architectural%20Style%20Booklet%205-25-17%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/historic_preservation/Downtown%20Walking%20Tour%20Booklet%20FINAL%20Unlocked.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/01/05/open-house-countywide-natural-hazards-mitigation-plan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW2ZkgFbdlQ&list=PLBMFYG7zmco12JcovYtFRSEjmGrpOvEqV
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Forms_Publications/InsideDG%20FALL%202022.pdf#page=4
http://www.downers.us/res/social-services-referrals
http://www.downers.us/res/forestry/trees-insects-and-diseases
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/09/29/west-nile-virus-cases-in-downers-grove
http://www.downers.us/res/animal-and-mosquito-control
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4P1W_fp6QY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vqSGLupFYc
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2022/10/10/halloween-safety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhSTlZMY_1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97IFuN7aZfM&list=PLBMFYG7zmco12JcovYtFRSEjmGrpOvEqV&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjmyNqhCbxM
http://www.downers.us/res/senior-citizens
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf#page=45
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/departments/com_dvlpment/CompPlan2017_Approved_061317.pdf#page=45
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/10-11-22/ORD%202022-9639%20-%20Series%202014%20Bond%20Amendment%20-%2010-11-2022_23691.pdf
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/10-11-22/ORD%202022-9639%20-%20Series%202014%20Bond%20Amendment%20-%2010-11-2022_23691.pdf
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_28.V_Allowed_Uses
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Sustainable Communities

Mayoral proclamations for MLK Day, Pride Month and Civil Rights Week

Signed onto lllinois Chiefs 10 Shared Principles in cooperation with the NAACP
Police Department conducts bias training with all staff

All Village staff underwent diversity, equity and inclusion training in 2022

Provide public services and resources equitably in the community

Building code and zoning ordinance allow for electric vehicle charging stations
Development related codes allow for geothermal, solar and wind power generation
Subdivision Code requires the construction of sidewalks

The Zoning Ordinance requires pedestrian connections from front door to public
sidewalks

The stormwater regulations result in the installation of rains gardens on most new
developments and redevelopments

Village has produced numerous videos regarding sustainability initiatives (see page 6)

Stormwater administrator made presentations on the Bioswale program to American
Public Works Association (APWA), Conservation Foundation and Lake County

Staff and the Human Service Commission will operate an information booth at
community events

Partner with Conservation Foundation to sell native plants and rain barrels

Encourage participation in native plant sale, rain barrel sale, adopt a highway and
annual DuPage River Sweep

Sreen Business R ition P

SC21, SC22
SC22
SC22
SC22
SC24
SC31
SC31
SC31

SC31

SC31
SC35

SC37
SC37
SC38, SC43,

SC44

SC45
SC54
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http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/01/15/martin-luther-king-jr-day_2021
http://www.downers.us/agendas/2022/june-5-2022
http://www.downers.us/agendas/2022/2022/01/17/january-16-2022
https://www.ilchiefs.org/shared-principles
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.6.010_Accessory_Uses
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.6.010_Accessory_Uses
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_20.401_Required_Public_Improvements
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_28.7.110_Pedestrian_Circulation
https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_25.67_Stormwater_Utility_Fee_Credits_And_Incentives
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/25/native-tree-and-shrub-sale_2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/26/rain-barrel-sale-2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/25/native-tree-and-shrub-sale_2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/26/rain-barrel-sale-2022
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/mayor_council/council_policies/EPW%20Adopt_A_Highway_Program.pdf
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/rivers-streams/river-sweep/
http://www.downers.us/bus/green-business-recognition-program
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Economic Development

GRC Category - Economic Development

By the Numbers

Goals 2/2
Objectives 6/12
Strategies -

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove along with the Downers Grove Economic
Development Corporation is committed to promoting economic development that
benefits both its residents and the local economy. By taking a comprehensive approach
to economic development, the Village of Downers Grove is working to create a thriving
and sustainable local economy that supports its residents and businesses, while
preserving its natural and cultural heritage.

GRC Goals
1. Promote innovation and a competitive workforce 4
2. Cultivate local and sustainable development, jobs,
and businesses §

Village Actions and Efforts GRC Items
Supported

Encourage residents to shop locally with the Shop Local Campaign EDS8, ED11

Encourage residents to shop at locally owned businesses by promoting Small ED11

Business Saturday

Recognize Village business making efforts to be more sustainable with the Green ED4, ED7
Business Recognition Program

Collaborate with Downers Grove Visitors Bureau to promote Lyman Woods & ED10
Belmont Golf Course

Collaborate with the Downers Grove Historical Society to promote historical sites ED10

Develop local economy by pursuing sales tax rebate agreements and E11, E12
redevelopment agreements

Created and implemented tax-increment finance districts to promote the E11, E12
revitalization of the Downtown and of Ogden Ave
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ngkpwv8Jytg
http://www.downers.us/agendas/2022/2022/11/14/november-13-2022
http://www.downers.us/agendas/2022/2022/11/14/november-13-2022
http://www.downers.us/bus/green-business-recognition-program
http://www.downers.us/bus/green-business-recognition-program
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2013/12/18/understanding-sales-tax-rebate-agreements
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/12/03/downtown-tif-yields-reinvestment-and-growth
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GRC Category - Climate

By the Numbers

Goals 3/4
Objectives 7118
Strategies 1/4

Page 58 of 90

Climate

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove takes steps to prepare to respond to
conditions and disasters that may be exacerbated by climate change in the coming
years. The Village works with a variety of partners to ensure the best possible response

to a changing climate.

GRC Goals
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions O
Maintain clean and healthful air d

Pons

Engage the community in climate change
mitigation and adaptation §

Develop resilience to climate change impacts @

Village Actions and Efforts GRC Items
Supported
Village Code prohibits burning of landscape waste C6
Village does not use coal-tar sealants pursuant to a memorandum of understanding  C10
C12, C12a, C14,
Partner with Dupage County to prepare a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan C15
Participate in DuPage County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency C12, C12a, C14,
Management (OHSEM) C15
C12, C12a, C14,
Collaborator on preparation of Good Samaritan's Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan C15
Emergency Operations Plan includes chapters on responding to specific natural
disasters that impact the Village such as extreme heat, cold, floods C14,C15
Emergency Operations Plan includes chapters on responding to man-made disasters
such as chemical spills and train derailments C14,C15
Zoning Ordinance requires a minimum amount of green-space Cc13
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_13.35_Open_Burning_Prohibited;_Exceptions
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Stormwater_%20Management/Resolution%20Signed-%20MOU%20Coal%20Tar%20-%20020315.pdf
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2018/01/05/open-house-countywide-natural-hazards-mitigation-plan
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Zoning Ordinance contains landscape requirements for parking lots

Maintain the public tree system in a sustainable manner (see Urban Forestry and
Municipal Landscape Manual)

Publish web pages and social media posts containing information about air quality
and air pollution action days

Friendship Park in Downtown Downers Grove
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C13

C13

C18
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Article_28.VIII_Landscaping_And_Screening
http://www.downers.us/res/forestry/urban-forestry-and-municipal-landscape-manual
http://www.downers.us/res/forestry/urban-forestry-and-municipal-landscape-manual
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2013/08/20/air-pollution-action-day
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GRC Category - Leadership

By the Numbers

Goals 2/3
Objectives 6/11
Strategies -

Leadership

Summary: The Village of Downers Grove is a leader in promoting sustainable practices
and environmental responsibility. This includes setting a strong example through its own
operations and promoting sustainable practices in the community. Additionally, the
Village collaborates with regional and state partners to advance sustainable policies and
initiatives that benefit the environment and local community. Through its leadership role
in promoting sustainability, the Village of Downers Grove is helping to create a more
livable and environmentally responsible community, while setting a positive example.

GRC Goals

1. Enlist support for GRC2 goals through regional,

state and national leadership &

2. Advocate for policies that align with and advance

the GRC2 O

3. Work collaboratively towards a sustainable region @

GRC Items
Village Actions and Efforts Supported
Prepare and submit an annual water loss report to IDNR L3
Stormwater administrator makes presentations on Village Bioswale program to
APWA, Conservation Foundation and Lake County L4
Village publishes numerous short-form videos about Village sustainability efforts
(see page 6) L4
Village has won multiple recognitions from APWA, ASEE, and Tree City USA L5
Village sells compressed natural-gas (CNG) to other local governments and
private sector entities L9
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http://www.downers.us/res/forestry
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2013/11/19/cng-fueling-for-commercial-operators-now-available
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Partner with DCSCWG & NPEDS programs to improve water and soil quality

Apply for and use grants from ILEPA for St. Joseph's Creek project

Collaborate with Conservation Foundation on native plant sale, rain barrel sale,

Conservation

Home program and St. Joseph's Creek project

Chicago Area Clean Cities Leader Award
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Leadership

L10
L10

L1
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http://www.downers.us/res/stormwater-management/national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes
http://www.downers.us/construction-updates/2021-streambank-improvements-st-joseph-creek-barth-to-main
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/25/native-tree-and-shrub-sale_2022
http://www.downers.us/top-stories/2021/03/26/rain-barrel-sale-2022
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/educating-empowering/communities/
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Appendix

Appendix: Annotated GRC
Framework Worksheet

Greenest

(X210 Region

Compact

COLLABORATING FOR SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
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