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Storm Store  is a  m arke tp lace  where  deve lopers who are  looking to  m ee t 
storm wate r requ irem ents in  a  cost-e ffective  way can  buy cred its from  
landowners se lling storm wate r cred its. Through  pro bono consu lta tion , 
Storm Store  he lps you  en te r your p roject in to  the  m arke tp lace  and  m atches 
you  with  a  buyer or se lle r.

con tact@storm store .org  |   stormstore.org

At t r a c t  d e v e lo p m e n t .
Ge n e r a t e  r e v e n u e . Re d u c e  f lo o d in g . 

http://stormstore.org
http://stormstore.org
http://stormstore.org/


contact@stormstore.org  |  stormstore.orgcon tact@storm store .org  |   stormstore.org

P a r t n e r s

Since  1934, MPC has been  ded ica ted  to  
shap ing a  m ore  equ itab le , susta inab le
and  p rosperous grea te r Chicago region .
As an  independen t, nonprofit, nonpartisan  
organ iza tion , MPC se rves com m unitie s
and  residen ts by deve lop ing, p rom oting
and  im plem enting solu tions for sound
regiona l growth .
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The  Nature  Conservancy is a  globa l environm enta l 
nonprofit working to  crea te  a  world  where  peop le  and  
na tu re  can  th rive . Founded  in  the  U.S. th rough  grassroots 
action  in  1951, The  Nature  Conservancy has grown to  
becom e one  of the  m ost e ffective  and  wide-reach ing 
environm enta l organ iza tions in  the  world . Thanks to  m ore  
than  a  m illion  m em bers and  the  ded ica ted  e fforts of our 
d ive rse  sta ff and  over 400 scien tists, we  im pact 
conse rva tion  in  76 coun trie s and  te rritorie s: 37 by d irect 
conse rva tion  im pact and  39 th rough  partne rs.
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Re g io n a l Clim a t e  Im p a c t s  o f  Co o k  Co u n t y ,  IL

Chicagoland  is experiencing more 
frequent and more severe rainfall

We are  see ing increased urban flooding of 
our com m unitie s….

resu lting in  flooded  yards and  
stree ts, basem ent backups and  seeps, and  
com bined  sewer ove rflow (CSOs)

These  even ts con tinue  to  pollu te  our wate r 
re sources and impact quality of life for 
both people and wildlife

Source : An  Asse ssm ent of the  Im pacts of Clim ate  Change  in  Illinois, TNC (2021)

Observed change (%) in annual total precipitation 
in the Midwes t 1990-2019 relative to 1895-1924
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Ma n a g in g  St o r m w a t e r  in  Co o k  Co u n t y

Over the  last 30 years, $3.8 billion has 
been  invested in regional 
stormwater and flood  control 
projects to  address u rban  flooding

Estimates show that it will cost 
another $70 billion to completely 
solve the problem by  upgrading loca l 
storm wate r in frastructure ,  even  when  
using a  cost-e ffective , b lended   grey-
green  approachSource: Update  on  MWRD Storm water Master Planning Process, MWRD (2020)
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Ma n a g in g  St o r m w a t e r  in  Co o k  Co u n t y

•We need  more private sector  
investment in  storm wate r  
in frastructu re

•We these  investments to occur in 
the most flood -vulnerable areas of 
the  wate rshed

•We need  investments in both gray 
and nature -based solutions

https://conservation-greenprinting-in-illinois-tnc.hub.arcgis.com /pages/flood-risk-data
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Fin d in g  Op p o r t u n it y  in  St o r m w a t e r  Re g u la t io n

In 2014, MWRD ente red  in to  a  Consen t  
Decree  with  the  USEPA to reduce CSOs and 
implement a green infrastructure 
program

MWRD a lso  upda ted  the  Cook County  
storm wate r ord inance , requiring both  
onsite retention and detention for any  
(re)development project over 0.5 acres in  
the ir Wate rshed  Plann ing Areas

The  ord inance  a llowed  for conditional use  
of offsite  storm wate r facilitie s to   he lp  m ee t 
these  requ irem ents for  p rojects tha t had  site  
constra in ts
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Th e  P a t h  t o  St o r m St o r e А
political and social will t h a t  e s t a b lis h e s  a  fo u n d a t io n   
fo r co lla b o ra t io n  with  va r io u s  s t a ke h o ld e rs  to in fo rm   
t h e  d e s ign  o f t h e p ro gra m

a stormwater ordinance or policy t h a t a llo ws fo r s o m e   
d e gre e  o f o ffs ite co m p lia n ce

sufficient demand fro m  (re )d e ve lo p m e n t  to  e n s u re   
t h a t  e n o u gh  p ro je cts  tr igge r s to rm wa te r m a n a ge m e n t   
re q u ire m e n ts

sufficient supply fro m  p ro p e rt ie s  with in  t h e  m a rke t   
b ou n d a ry th a t  h a ve  th e  p o te n t ia l to  b e  d e ve lope d in to   
s t o rm wa te r s o lu t io n s

adequate incentives and clear program design t h a t   
e n co u ra ge s  e a r ly a n d  o n go in g p a rt icip a t io n

continuous program improvement t h a t  is re sp o n s ive   
to  m a rke t  co n d it io n s  a n d  s t a ke h o ld e r fe e d b a ck

Co n ce p t  So cia liza t io n  (2015 – 2016)

Po licy a n d  Re gu la to ry Re vie w (2017)

De m a n d -s id e  An a lys is  (2017-2018)

Su p p ly-s id e  An a lys is  (2018)

Ma rke t  Ad m in is t ra t io n  An a lys is  (2019)

Pro gra m  De s ign  (2020 + b e yo n d )
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$100,000+

H o w  c a n  m u n ic ip a lit ie s  b e n e f it ?
Municipa litie s m ay volun tarily bu ild  extra  capacity to  a llevia te  flooding can  
genera te  cred its.

When? We recom m end conside ring th is a lte rna tive  during the  p lann ing process. 
Th is a llows your m unicipa lity to  m ake  in form ed decisions and  decide  how m uch  
they want to  invest in to  bu ild ing extra  capacity.

Restrictions? Projects funded  by MWRD can  not genera te  cred its.

Average  expected  incom e  
for landowners gene ra ting 
cred its for sa le
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Be n e f it s  o f  St o r m w a t e r  T r a d in g

• Optim al Siting of  Storm wate r In frastructure 
• Encouraging Reuse  of m argina l land 
• Provide  Flexib ility for in fill and  transit-orien ted-deve lopm ents 

(TODs) 
• Reducing Com pliance  Cost of Deve lopm ent 
• Non-m one tary Benefits of Green  Infrastructure
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St o r m St o r e  c a n …

Provide  pro bono consu lta tion  to  he lp  you  naviga te  the  storm wate r m arke tp lace .

He lp  you  cu t costs and  genera te  revenue  th rough  storm wate r cred it trad ing with  e ligib le  
storm wate r m anagem ent p rojects in  your a rea .

Crea te  an  ind ividualized  storm wate r trad ing p lan  for you  to  share  with  your team .

Reduce  your tim e  to  pe rm it and  ge t your p roject off the  ground!
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Eligible areas.   Little  Calum et and  Lower Des Pla ines 
a re  the  p ilo t a reas tha t a llow landowners in  the  sam e  
wate rshed  to  m ee t the ir storm wate r m anagem ent 
requ irem ents offsite .

Limited areas.  Landowners m ay be  e ligib le  to  
purchase  cred its if the  p roject dem onstra tes site  
constra in ts or lim ita tions

Municipalities can build extra capacity and “bank credits” 
to use as incentive packages for new developments.

Ov e r  120 Mu n ic ip a lit ie s
e ligib le  to  bene fit from  trad ing

Elig ib le  Ar e a s
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Ca t a ly zin g  Su p p ly
TNC’s StormStore А Opportunity Fund
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Cr e d it  Re g is t r y
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Storm Store  is a  m arke tp lace  for deve lopers to  m ee t 
storm wate r m anagem ent requ irem ents as ou tlined  by the  
Cook County Wate rshed  Managem ent Ord inance  (WMO). 
Storm Store  gives deve lopers the  opportun ity to  purchase  
storm wate r cred its from  landowners in  the  sam e  wate rshed  
— allowing storm wate r requ irem ents to  be  m et th rough  
offsite  m anagem ent.

Curren tly, our Cred it Registry on ly lists cred its ava ilab le  for 
use  with in  the  two p ilo t e ligib le  wate rsheds. If you  cannot 
find  the  cred its you  a re  looking for, your p roject is ou tside  a  
p ilo t e ligib le  wate rshed , or you  a re  a  landowner in te rested  in  
genera ting cred its th rough  your p roperty, p lease  con tact the  
Storm Store  team  today!
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Riv e r d a le

Purpose-built to generate Stormwater 
Credits and meet community need

Type of project: Rain Garden

Credits Available
Detention 0.0000 ac-ft
Volume Control 0.0360 ac-ft

Purpose : Identified projects via resident -
driven community flood assessment to 
alleviate local flooding
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Turn stormwater into an asset by 
building and selling credits

Type of project : Detention Pond

Credits Available
Detention 2.4000 ac-ft
Volume Control 0.0000 ac-ft

Purpose: Create a revolving fund for 
future green infrastructure projects that 
helpt to reduce heat island effects within 
community

Fr a n k lin  P a r k
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Type of project : Green  Alleys

Credits Available
Deten tion 0.2547 ac-ft
Volum e Control 0.0000 ac-ft

Purpose: Deve lop  a  “cred it bank” of green  
storm wate r cred its to  he lp  spur 
redve lopm ent with in  com m ercia l corridors 
with in  the  com m unity

Alleviate local flooding and upgrade 
alleyways that serve the community. 

Riv e r  Fo r e s t
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An incremental cost increase to build 
revenue -generating credits

Type of project: Green Street, Permeable Pavers

Credits Available
Detention 0.0000 ac-ft
Volume Control 0.1460 ac-ft

Purpose: Improve space used for community 
celebration through large -scale flood control and 
stormwater management investment

Nile s
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St a r t  y o u r  St o r m St o r e  jo u r n e y  t o d a y !

Ry a n  Wils o n
Senior Manager
Metropolitan  Plann ing Council
(312) 863-6018
rwilson@m etrop lann ing.org
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