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Importance of Transit to Communities

• Climate 
• Public Health
• Economic Development
• Equity
• Aging in Place 
• More efficient land uses (walkable/transit-

oriented areas) improve municipal finances
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Electrification is Not 
Enough

“We’ll never achieve 
ambitious climate 
targets or create more 
livable and equitable 
communities if we don’t 
find ways to allow 
people to get around 
outside of a car.” 
–Driving Down 
Emissions, 
Transportation for 
America
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Vehicle Miles Traveled Trends vs Population

Percent change in VMT and population relative to 1980 for the Chicago region

Source: Active Transportation Alliance 2020 Regional Mode Share Report
Data: US Census, IDOT
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Climate Action Plan Target: Reduce VMT 

Maintaining, or even 
doubling, the rate of 
reduction observed 
between 2010 and 
2015 would be 
insufficient for achieving 
the climate stabilization 
target. 
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Climate Action Plan: 
Strategies to Reduce VMT

Source: Climate Action Plan, p. 33
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Transit and Public Health

• New or expanded public transportation options 
can improve health and health equity by 
reducing traffic crashes and air pollution, 
increasing physical activity, and improving 
access to medical care, healthy food, vital 
services, employment, and social connection. 
– Centers for Disease Control
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• Businesses are choosing 
to locate near transit to 
access larger labor pools;

• Locations near transit 
offer businesses 
increased resiliency;

• Transit-accessible 
locations outperform the 
regional average on job 
growth, especially near 
rail.

Transit Means 
Business
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Pace Pulse – Enhanced Bus
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There are more 
carless people than 
you might think

2.6 million adults “unmatched” 
to a personal vehicle 

-40% of the adult 
population

13 percent of households in 
the region have no vehicle

Equity
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Universal Mobility

• Nearly everyone will 
face disability 
impacting mobility -
either themselves or 
as a caregiver - at 
some point

• Our system must work 
for people of all ages 
and abilities
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Transit and Walkability – A Critical 
Community Partnership
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Equitable Transit-Oriented Development
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How can we make transit work better for 
communities?

• What do your residents need?
• What would make transit more attractive?
• What are barriers we need to address?


