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What is a brownfield?



What is a 
Brownfield? 

According to the EPA: 

“a property, the expansion, redevelopment, or 
reuse of which may be complicated by the 

presence or potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant”

1700 Wentworth Ave, Chicago 
Heights

533 Ashland Ave, Chicago Heights



Brownfield Assessment in 
Cook County



Brownfield 
Assessment in 
Cook County

West Suburbs 

● Bellwood
● Forest Park
● Franklin Park
● Maywood
● Melrose Park
● Northlake
● Schiller Park

27 brownfield sites 
137 acres

Funding: 

1. U.S. EPA West Suburban Area 

Brownfield Assessment Grant 

2. U.S. EPA South Suburban Area 

Brownfield Assessment Grant

3. Revolving Loan Fund

South Suburbs

● Chicago Heights
● Ford Heights

● Sauk Village

30 brownfield sites
903 acres



The Current Map



The Current Story Map

The current map has 
information on West 
Suburban brownfield 

sites that have been 

assessed.



The Update



Motivation for an Update
It was time for an update because: 

● Sites assessed more recently in the West Suburbs 
needed to be added

● All of the South Suburbs sites needed to be added

● There was an opportunity for more storytelling

17th Avenue & 
Madison Street, 
Maywood

South 7th Avenue 
& Wilcox Street, 
Maywood

36 West Lake 
Street, Northlake



Gathering Updated Info: 
Municipalities
I connected with municipalities by email, and sometimes 
phone to ask for updates on the sites including: 

● Site Use
● Site Ownership

● Plans for Development

● Community Feedback

“This site is fully occupied and 
in-use. The former shuttered 
restaurant and community staple 
“Roggs” has been livened up 
into a family style restaurant, 
"Chasers Sports Bar and Grill", 
to grab a bite and watch the 
game. Full commercial 
renovation with improved 
outdoor seating area was 
performed.”

- Scott Bernacki, Village 
Planner, Schiller Park

4255 Old River Road, Schiller Park



Gathering Updated Info: County

Kevin Schnoes
Deputy Director & 
Brownfield Grant 
Manager
Department of 
Environment and 
Sustainability 

Alice Ferruzzi
GIS Systems Analyst
Bureau of Technology

Cecilia Diaz
Transportation 
Planner
Department of 
Transportation  and 
Highways

Mohammed Elahi
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Economic 
Development; 
Department of 
Planning and 
Development 



Gathering Updated Info: Consultant

South Suburbs 
Sites Shapefile



Gathering Updated 
Info: Myself

I gathered some info on my own:

● Property Zones
● Flood Zones
● Photos 

Sauk Village Zoning Map

600 E Sauk Trail, 
Chicago Heights

1000 Lincoln Highway, 
Ford Heights

1730 Joe Orr Road, 
Ford Heights



The Final(ish) Product



Final(ish) Product





Actual Contamination



Perceived Contamination





Applications of the Map



Marketing the 
Sites

Example: 22501-22715 Joshua 
Drive, Sauk Village 

This site is part of active efforts to 
expand industrial uses in  

Sauk Pointe Industrial Park 

Sauk Village could use the story 
map to promote this site to 

interested parties 22501-22715 Joshua Drive, Sauk Village



Showcasing 
Good Work

Example: Maywood 

As a West Suburb, Maywood is 
further along in its assessment & 

development process. 

For this municipality, the map 
could be a great tool to tell 

community members about the 
good work they are doing.



Conclusion



Lessons & 
Takeaways

1. Story Maps are awesome!

2. Gathering information takes time

3. Perceived contamination is still a 
barrier to overcome

4. Grant funding & partnerships are key

5. Brownfields are full of potential



GRC Framework
Greenest Region Compact 

objectives met by this project

Land (Sustainable Development)

● Goal: Encourage strategic 
development that upholds 
sustainability principles

● Objective: Redevelop underutilized 
or contaminated properties

Municipal Operations (Lead by 
Example)

● Goal: Lead by demonstrating 
sustainable values and practices

● Objective: Leverage state/federal 
and private grants and resources to 
advance sustainability



Thanks!

Elaine Simon
Email: elaine.simon@cookcountyil.gov (before July 28th)

simonelaine83@gmail.com (after July 28th)

Kevin Schnoes
Email: Kevin.Schnoes@cookcountyil.gov

Phone: 312-603-8214


