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Collaborating for Sustainable Communities.



What is the Greenest Region Corps?
The Greenest Region Corps pairs emerging sustainability professionals 
with local governments and partner agencies to lead sustainability 
initiatives in the Chicago Metropolitan Region. 



How it works
Local Action:

➢ Members work with municipal staff and elected officials to build capacity for 
local sustainability initiatives at a single host site.

Regional Collaboration:
➢ Members facilitate collaboration towards shared regional goals through 

regular team meetings, committees, and other regional projects.

Leadership Development:
➢ Members cultivate their expertise and expand their professional networks

through ongoing training from technical experts and opportunities to represent 
host sites at conferences and other events. 



GRCorps Host Sites 
2018-2021

30 GRCorps Members have 
served a population of 

nearly 
6 million residents 

across the Chicago region



The Greenest Region Compact (GRC)
A Framework for Local Sustainability

● Consensus Sustainability Pledge
adopted by 136 communities in 
the Chicago region

● 49 high-level sustainability goals 

● Guides municipal sustainability 
actions

● Accompanying framework outlines 
412 possible objectives/strategies 
to meet GRC goals



Measuring Local Impact
3-Year Accomplishment Highlights

By the Numbers:
● 45,017 volunteer hours contributed
● 16 local host sites served
● 820 municipal sustainability objectives met
● $300,000+ in grant funds secured from public and 

private funders to support local initiatives
● 60+ trees planted
● 5 sustainability plans published
● 4 community asset and story maps created 
● 3 community sustainability surveys crafted
● 2 Greenhouse Gas Inventories developed



2020-2021 Accomplishment Summary
The 2020-2021 GRCorps addressed all 49 Goals of the GRC and met 257 unique objectives across 10 categories



2020-2021 GRCorps Accomplishments 
by Project Category



Project Highlight
Municipality: Northbrook
Member: Tessa Murray
Project: Climate Action Plan



Project Highlight
Municipality: Evanston
Member: Ajiah Gilbert & Liam Engel
Project: Sustain Evanston



Project Highlight
Municipality: Highland Park
Member: Natalie Grimaldi
Project: Natural Gas Reduction Education Campaign



Project Highlight
Municipality: Hawthorn Woods
Member: Robin Grooms
Project: Pollinator Pockets 



Project Highlight
Municipality: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
Member: Cynthia Segura
Project: Climate Action Plan

DRAFT



Project Highlight
Organization: Region 1 Planning Council
Member: Kristen Hayden
Project: Greenways Plan



Project Highlight
Municipality: Park Forest
Member: Alex Bazan
Project: Sustainability Accomplishments Tracking Document



Project Highlight
Municipality: Hazel Crest
Member: Jordan Henderson
Project: Community Survey



Project Highlight
Municipality: Cook County
Member: Elaine Simon
Project: Educational Materials



Project Highlight
Municipality: Round Lake Beach
Member: Robyn Oas
Project: Wetland Management Plan



Thank You! 
Contact info
Kristen Hayden - khayden@r1planning.org
Cynthia Segura - csegura@citizensutilityboard.org

mailto:khayden@r1planning.org
mailto:csegura@citizensutilityboard.org

