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What is the Greenest Region Corps?

The Greenest Region Corps pairs emerging sustainability professionals
with local governments and partner agencies to lead sustainability
initiatives in the Chicago Metropolitan Region.
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How it works QP Sogion

Local Action:
> Members work with municipal staff and elected officials to build capacity for
local sustainability initiatives at a single host site.

Regional Collaboration:
> Members facilitate collaboration towards shared regional goals through
regular team meetings, committees, and other regional projects.

Leadership Development:
> Members cultivate their expertise and expand their professional networks
through ongoing training from technical experts and opportunities to represent
host sites at conferences and other events.
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The Greenest Region Compact (GRC)

A Framework for Local Sustainability
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Measuring Local Impact GRrC2| || Reg|on
3-Year Accomplishment Highlights Corps

BV the Numbers: OBJECTIVES ADDRESSED BY CATEGORY
2018-2020

e 45,017 volunteer hours contributed
® 16 local host sites served o
e 820 municipal sustainability objectives met m Economic Development
e $300,000+ in grant funds secured from public and W Energy

private funders to support local initiatives W Land

60+ trees planted Leadership

W Mobility

5 sustainability plans published

4 community asset and story maps created
3 community sustainability surveys crafted
2 Greenhouse Gas Inventories developed

W Municipal Operations
W Sustainable Communities

W Waste & Recycling

W Water




2020-2021 Accomplishment Summary

The 2020-2021 GRCorps addressed all 49 Goals of the GRC and met 257 unique objectives across 10 categories

GRC Focus Areas by Host Site

GRC Focus Areas 2020-2021
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Cook County Evanston HawthornWoods HazeiCrest Hightand Park MMC Northbrook Park Forest Rockford Round Lzke
Bexch

B dimate MEconomic Development MEnergy MLand Leadership MMobility MMunicipal Operations M Sustainable Communities Bl waste & Recyding M water







CLIMATE

Climate Goals:

1 OBJECTIVES
MET

MOST FREQUENTLY
ADDRESSED GOAL

Reduce GHG

Emissions

ADDRESSED BY

9/10

HOST COMMUNITIES
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Village of Northbrook
Climate Action Plan




ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Economic Development Goals:
* Promote innovation and a competitive workforce
* Cultivate local and sustainable development, jobs, and businesses

OBJECTIVES
MET

MOST FREQUENTLY

ADDRESSED GOAL

Cultivate local and
sustainable
development, jobs,
and businesses

ADDRESSED BY

10/10

HOST COMMUNITIES

Cook County
Evanston
Hawthorn Woods
Hazel Crest
Highland Park
MMC

Northbrook

Park Forest
Rockford
Round Lake Beach




Project Highlight

Municipality: Highland Park
Member: Natalie Grimaldi

Project: Natural Gas Reduction Education Campaign
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Save Energy and Money

Make Your Home and Business More Energy Efficient

Save Energy and Money

Join the City of Highland Park, North Shore Gas, Make Your Home and Business More Energy Efficient
and Power Bureau, LLC for a webinar focused on
energy savings for your home and business.

Gain k ge on the followil Welcome!
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The webinar will begin at 6:30PM
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GHG Emissions Progress to Goal

Incentives and fundrg ity of Mightana Park
svaiable for energy-  Comenunity Solar Program  effic
effickency upgrades

BASEUNE 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

egister today!

http://bitty/HPEnergyMarch3




Project Highlight

Municipality: Hawthorn Woods
EaCHoRle: Member: Robin Grooms

T e Project: Pollinator Pockets

ADDRESSED BY

68" 10/10

HOST COMMUNITIES

CooK County

MOST FREQUENTLY
ADDRESSED GOAL

Sustain a robust

urban forest canopy




Project Highlight

Municipality: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
Member: Cynthia Segura
Project: Climate Action Plan

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN m
FOR THE CHICAGO REGION

Mitigation ﬂ

Adaptation

GLOBAL COVENANT
of MAYORS for
I 4

CLIMATE & ENERGY

UNITED STATES




MOBILITY

Mobility Goals:

* Support safe and effective active transportation

* Maintain a diverse, safe, and efficient transportation network

» Support efficient transportation that uses resources wisely
¢ Integrate sustainability into transportation policies, programs, and

regulations
¢ Promote public and sustainable transportation choices 2021 G reenways-
A Greenways Plan for
Boone, Ogle, and Winnebago Counties
ADDRESSED BY
2 OBJECTIVES
o 9/10
HOST COMMUNITIES
MOST FREQUENTLY | Cook County
Evanston
ADDRESSED GOAL Hawthorn Woods
Support safe and effective Hazel Crest
active transportation; AND | Highland Park
s MMC
Support efficient
) Northbrook
transportation that uses Park Forait
resources wisely Rockford




MUNICIPAL
OPERATIONS

Municipal Operations Goals:
¢ Lead by demonstrating sustainable values and practices
* Integrate sustainability into all municipal operations
* Operate a safe, clean and efficient fleet
* Collect and manage data to advance sustainability

ADDRESSED BY
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Cook County

MOS'I' FREQ“ENTLY Evanston

ADDRESSED GOAL BARCEH  cacs
Hazel Crest

Lead by Highland Park

. MMC

demonstrating o S

sustainable values Park Forest A

and practices Retkivrd

P Round Lake Beach
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SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES

Sustainable Communities Goals:

¢ Promote cultural vibrancy in the community
» Foster a culture of health, safety, and wellness

* Increase access to sustainably grown local food
» Sustain community principles that are welcoming, inclusive and equitable
* Promote a sustainable identity for the community

¢ Ensure local policies and codes support sustainability The nal, and fongest, section of the survey identifiod apexific prieities that cmmmanity
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WASTE & Project Highlight
RECYCLING Municipality: Cook County

Member: Elaine Simon

Waste & Recycling Goals: Project: Educational Materials Z,  COOKCOUNTY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTANABILITY
* Support sustainable material me a—;i}'rz-;f'wt o ‘.;\l FOOD WASTE l/';" N

2 mater
\ate Did you know that food waste es methane?
* Divert waste from landfills s Don cimoepiare. Hatiome s 8 g assias go memy thnes mare poweril Toas carbon diouidn,

* Enact policies that cau:s ainable material management

* Engage the community in waste reduction and recycling

ADDRESSED BY

3 :IBE::ECTIVES 8/10

HOST COMMUNITIES

MOST FREQUENTLY Cook County
ADDRESSED GOAL Evanston

Hawthorn Woods

Support Sustainable Highland Park
Northbrook

material management Park Forest 3 . g PR st
rFarxk rest { a second use scrops.

Rockford




WATER

Water Goals:

¢ Use and distribute water efficiently

¢ Protect and improve and water quality

¢ Manage water system assets sustainably

¢ Optimize the use of natural and built systems to manage

stormwater

* Practice stewardship of water resources
¢ Enact policies to protect water resources
¢ Engage the community in water stewardship

l OBJECTIVES
MET

MOST FREQEUNTLY
ADDRESSED GOAL

Optimize the use of
natural and built
systems to manage
stormwater

ADDRESSED BY

10/10

HOST COMMUNITIES
Cook County
Evanston
Hawthorn Woods
Hazel Crest
Highland Park
MMC

Northbrook

Park Forest
Rockford

Round Lake Beach
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Wetland

Management
Plan

Wetlands

Wetlands are areas of land where
the water covers the soil, or is near
the surface of the soil, all or almost
all of the year.

Round Lake Beach is rich with these
valuable features and has created a
plan to ensure their restoration and
maitenance.

The Plan

Purpose

The Round Lake Beach Wetland
Management Plan outlines effective
measures to restore the Village's
wetlands and provides a plan to do
50 spanning the next twenty years.

Overview

The Management Plan details the
necessary actions for restoration of
the Village's thirty one wetlands as
well as key partnerships and
financial outlook

Residents

Residents can assist the Village in
maintaining the health of wetlands. Here
are some helpful tips:

» Ensure the wetland is clear of debris,
For proper waste disposal visit
https://www.swalco.org

* Leave a buffer of taller vegetation
along shorelines to allow deeper roots
to establish and decrease erosion.

Stay Informed

For more information on the Wetland
Management Plan, please visit the
Village's website.




Thank You!

Contact info
Kristen Hayden - khayden@rlplanning.org
Cynthia Segura - csegura@citizensutilityboard.org
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