
Remote Earth Day 2021
SHOWCASE OF IDEAS & RESOURCES FOR MUNICIPALITIES



Sustainability Ideas and Resources

Suggested actions are intended for municipalities to promote to their residents

Encourage Residents act on their own:
-To benefit themselves – personal health, cost savings
-For enjoyment and education
-Demonstrate & measure results

Connect residents to existing programs and resources

Demonstrate ongoing commitment to sustainability



Engage the community in climate change

Inform about air pollution action days
• Why? 
• protect personal health
• Raise awareness of air pollution

• Who? IEPA & USEPA
• How?
• Promote Enviro Flash Sign up
• http://www.illinois.enviroflash.info/

• Subscribers get air quality alerts

Climate C18

http://www.illinois.enviroflash.info/


Economic Development 
ED8, ED11

Promote local goods and services
Promote the economic prosperity of the community

Shop Local
• Each household received four 

$10 coupons to be spent at:
• Local businesses
• On residents’ water bills

• Why?
• Spur local spending & relieve household 

burden

• Who? 
• Wood Dale City Council thought of the 

idea.
• 24 restaurants 

participated

• How?
• CARES Act 

funding



Collaborate to educate the community about clean energy options 

Host a virtual utility bill clinic
• Why?
• Help residents to:

• Save money
• Become more aware of energy efficiency and 

energy assistance programs
• Reduce carbon footprint

• Who?
• Citizens Utility Board (CUB)

• How?
• Contact Outreach Coordinator Joe Giamberdino at 

jgiamberdino@citizensutilityboard.org to set up a clinic in your community.
• CUB will manage the event (e.g., registrations, designing a promotional flyer, 

running the event on Zoom, etc.). Communities can help promote the event.

Energy E33

mailto:jgiamberdino@citizensutilityboard.org


Collaborate to educate the community about clean energy options 

Host a virtual utility bill clinic – flyer examples
Energy E33



Collaborate to educate the community about clean energy options 

Share energy saving info with residents
• Why?

• Easy way to help residents save 
energy and money

• Communications materials at our 
website, which means minimal work 
for municipalities

• Who? 
• Metropolitan Mayors Caucus

• How?
• Go to: 

https://mayorscaucus.org/residential-
energy-efficiency-assistance-
programs/

• Share info with residents
• Contact me if you’d like to join the 

email list: cscott@mayorscaucus.org

Energy E2

https://mayorscaucus.org/residential-energy-efficiency-assistance-programs/
mailto:cscott@mayorscaucus.org


Collaborate to educate the community about clean energy options 

Home energy assessments
• Why?

• Help residents save energy and 
money

• Free energy-saving products installed 
(or mailed, if virtual assessment)

• Who? 
• ComEd and natural gas utilities

• How?
• Go to: 

https://mayorscaucus.org/residential-
energy-efficiency-assistance-
programs/

• Share info about in-home energy 
assessments with residents

• To schedule assessment: Call ComEd 
at 855-433-2700.

Energy E2

https://mayorscaucus.org/residential-energy-efficiency-assistance-programs/


Sustain beautiful landscapes that also provide ecosystem services

Encourage planting & registering of pollinator gardens

• Why?
• Document and measure action

• Who? 
• Pollinator Partnership 

• How?
• Register personal or public garden online 

https://www.pollinator.org/mpgcmap/re
gister#form

Land L30d

https://www.pollinator.org/mpgcmap/register


Sustain beautiful landscapes that also provide ecosystem services

Encourage planting & registering of pollinator gardens

• Why?
• Reflect well on your community

• Who? 
• The Conservation Foundation   

regional partners

• How?
• Apply for certification 
Conservation@home
Conservation@work
https://www.theconservationfoundation.or
g/conservation-home/getting-certified/

Land L30d

https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/conservation-home/getting-certified/


Promote sustainable transportation choices

Encourage residents to walk and bike
• How? 
• Make the social media 

pledge and confirm 
participation via email
• Mayors encourage their 

communities to be 
more physically active

• Why?
• Lower chances of heart 

disease
• Encourage residents to 

get outside and be 
active

Mobility M34

• When?
• Challenge runs in 

August to October
• Who?
• The National Forum for 

Heart Disease & Stroke 
Prevention
• 2020 Participating 

Cities: Bartlett, 
Bloomingdale, Glen 
Ellyn, Hanover Park, 
West Chicago



Cultivate community values based on principles of sustainability

One Earth Film Fest 
Sustainable 
Communities SC37

• When? 
• March 5-14, 2021 
• Earth Week Mini Film 

Fest in April

• Why?
• Films on sustainability:

• Educate the public
• Inspire/emotional 

appeal
• Positive films overall, 

with actions people 
can take

• After-film programs 
urge patrons to act

• Who? 
• One Earth Film Fest, a 

nonprofit
• Municipalities, park 

districts, libraries or 
other jurisdictions can 
promote the events.

• How?
• Promote the virtual 

fest in general or 
specific films relevant 
to your organization.



• Why?
• Reduce waste stream
• Save money 
• Help recover food

• Who?
• NRDC & EPA

• How?
• Partner Toolkit – digital resources

https://savethefood.com/partner-kit/

Waste WR22 

Engage the community in waste reduction and recycling

Waste less food

SMART SHOPPING 
GUIDELINES

MAKE A LIST 
Shoppers who use and stick to lists 
have lower grocery bills and make fewer 
shopping trips.

SKIP THE CART 

Bigger carts call us to fill them. Hand 
baskets help improve your grocery 
store discipline. 

SCRUTINIZE DEALS 

Five bananas for $1 is a good deal only if 
you eat all five. Many stores offer the 
sale price even if you buy less than the 
stated quantity. 

SHOP THE BULK BINS 

Many stores offer grains, nuts, and other 
dry goods in bulk bins that allow you 
to purchase only the quantity you need. 

TAP THE SALAD BAR 

For recipes that call for small amounts 
of different vegetables, shop at the 
salad bar. They will cost more per ounce, 
but less overall. 

USE A PORTION PLANNER 

When you’re not sure how much you’ll 
need for your dinner party, use an online 
portion planner. 

KEEP IT COLD 

Buy perishable and frozen foods last so 
they spend less time at room tempera-
ture. And be sure to shake the water 
from produce—water encourages rotting 
and adds weight. If you won’t be home 
for a while, keep cold groceries in 
a cooler in your car.

SUPPORT IMPERFECTION 

Scarred and oddly shaped fruits and 
vegetables are perfectly normal. 
If we don’t buy them, the store will 
throw them away. 

BUY THE LAST ONE 

Buying the last item on the shelf 
discourages stores from overstocking to 
create the appearance of abundance.

40% of food in the U.S. is never 
eaten. Careful shopping is the 
easiest way to way to save more 
food and dollars in your budget.

For more tips, visit SaveTheFood.com. 

From Waste Free Kitchen Handbook by Dana Gunders, 
2015. Used with permission from Chronicle Books, San 
Francisco. 

https://savethefood.com/partner-kit/


• Why?
• Reduce recycling contamination

• Who?
• Solid Waste Agencies, IEPA, EPA

• How?
• Share recycle right guide (bi-lingual)
http://dataservices.epa.illinois.gov/recycle/cur
bside-bin-recycling-guide.html
• Virtual municipal recycling facility tour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgLW9C
SvpRw

WasteEngage the community in waste reduction and recycling

Recycle Right

http://dataservices.epa.illinois.gov/recycle/curbside-bin-recycling-guide.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgLW9CSvpRw


Engage the Community in Water Stewardship

MWRD Virtual Tour

• Who?
• Metropolitan Water Reclamation 

District (MWRD)
• What?

• Find out how MWRD reversed the 
Chicago River and developed 
wastewater treatment technology. 

• Go behind the scenes and under water 
to see how MWRD transforms water.

• Descend 300 feet into the deep tunnel 
system.

• When? 
• 1.25-hr tours on 2/19, 3/16, 4/14

• Why?
• Free, educational, interesting

• How?
• Sign up at: https://mwrd.org/events

Water W56



Other ideas?
• Let us know in the chat 

and/or email us at 
cscott@mayorscaucus.org.
• We will put all ideas into a 

toolkit for communities.

mailto:cscott@mayorscaucus.org

