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COOK COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
SUSTAINABILITY

DEPARTMENTAL FUNCTIONS:

• Permits and inspections of:
• Solid waste facilities
• Fuel-burning equipment
• Asbestos and demolition sites
• Open burning
• Hazardous chemicals

• Air monitoring

• Sustainability initiatives
• Waste diversion
• Energy



AT COOK COUNTY

¡ Have worked on projects related to almost every function of the 
department

¡ Regulatory Side
¡ Created policy guides, webpage content, and tutorial videos to teach citizens about our 

ordinances/requirements
¡ Attended administrative hearings regarding environmental violations

¡ Evaluated effectiveness of online reporting software and devised recommendations for 
improvements

¡ Developed maps to more effectively engage with municipalities and stakeholders

¡ Sustainability
¡ Assisted in energy audits of County facilities

¡ Produce and provide resources for residents on issues such as energy efficiency, waste 
disposal, and food waste

¡ Attended in-person outreach events 



LESSONS LEARNED 
FROM OUTREACH 
EVENTS:

¡Residents love recycling.

¡Residents love telling you 
about how great they are at 
recycling.



REFRAMING THE 
WASTE CONVERSATION: 
METHODS

¡ Connect residents with 
their waste stream 

¡ Emphasize other aspects 
of the waste hierarchy: 
reduction & reuse



WHERE DOES MY WASTE GO?

¡ https://maps.cookcountyil.gov/solidwaste/

https://maps.cookcountyil.gov/solidwaste/


REDUCE: SINGLE-USE ITEMS





OTHER METHODS USED:

¡ Framed new Green Guide Library so reduction, reuse, and 
recycling are all expressed (if possible)

¡ Created new waste outreach materials framed around 
reduction, reuse, and recycling



TAKEAWAY RESOURCES:

¡ Reuse campaign (coming soon)

¡ Find the launch on our Twitter (@CookEnviro)

¡ Green Guide Library (coming soon) 

¡ Will be announced on Twitter (@CookEnviro) and launched on our website: 
www.cookcountyil.gov/environment

¡ Solid Waste StoryMap

¡ Available at https://maps.cookcountyil.gov/solidwaste/

¡ Environmental Resources of all type

¡ Available on our blog at http://blog.cookcountyil.gov/sustainability/

http://www.cookcountyil.gov/environment
https://maps.cookcountyil.gov/solidwaste/
http://blog.cookcountyil.gov/sustainability/


THANK YOU! QUESTIONS?

Julia Linares

AmeriCorps Greenest Region Corps

Cook County Department of Environment and Sustainability

Julia.linares@cookcountyil.gov


