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Becoming 
EV Ready 
Program

• Goal: Design an EV Readiness Checklist to 
prepare municipalities for increase of EVs in 
the future

• Idea based on SolSmart program

• To create checklist, asked for feedback at 17 
listening sessions
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Listening Sessions No. Date Listening Session Location/Format Length of 
Session

Attendance (Aside 
from EV Team)

1 11/12/19
EV Ready Kickoff at Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 
Environment Committee meeting

Oak Park 2 hours Approx. 30-40

2 12/3/19
DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference 
(DMMC) Transportation Policy Committee

Oak Brook 30 min 15-20

3 1/13/20
Lake County Fire Department Training Officers 
Organization bimonthly meeting

Lake Forest 30 min 15-20

4 1/23/20
Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) 
Transportation Committee

Des Plaines 50 min 15-20

5 1/23/20
NWMC - Interview with Purchasing Director 
about the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative

Des Plaines 20 min 1

6 2/5/20 Electrify America Teleconference 1 hour 3
7 2/13/20 Dealership - Bredemann, Park Ridge Teleconference 30 min 1

8 2/18/20
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 701 (IBEW)

IBEW, Warrenville 1 hour 5

9 2/20/20
Suburban Building Officials Conference (SBOC) at 
monthly luncheon seminar

Lombard 
restaurant, Buca di 
Beppo

90 min 40-50

10 2/26/20 Barrington Area Council of Governments (BACOG) Barrington 10 min 10

11 3/3/20
South Suburban Mayors & Managers Association 
(SSMMA) Transportation Committee

South Chicago 
Heights

30 min 32

12 3/5/20 Dealership - Crystal Lake Chrysler Teleconference 20 min 1

13 3/10/20 Go Green Illinois
Chicago Botanic 
Garden in Glencoe

15-20 min Approx. 40-50

14 3/11/20 ChargePoint (Carbon Day) - EVSE vendor Teleconference 1 hour 2

15 3/16/20 Choose DuPage - economic development alliance Teleconference 1 hour 3

16 3/23/20 Municipal planners Survey N/A 12

17
4/17, 
4/24/20

ComEd Teleconference 3 1-hr calls 6

Approx. 260

Listening Sessions

Total AttendancePhoto by Cheryl Scott

• Asked municipalities and other stakeholders 
about their concerns on EVs/EV charging 
stations and what to consider about the zoning 
codes, permitting, parking, financing, etc.

• Helped to set up these listening sessions, 
coordinate logistics

• Took pictures and detailed notes



Listening Sessions
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• Notes sample below (names and 
municipalities removed)

• Presented at a few listening 
sessions, led interview for a few 
phone calls



https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/becoming-ev-ready/

Webpage
• Took pictures, wrote and 

designed the Becoming 
EV Ready webpage

• Created in WordPress, 
the content management 
system (CMS) the Mayors 
Caucus uses

• Portions shown here

https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/becoming-ev-ready/


EV Readiness Checklist
• EV Ready Team spent hours writing 

checklist based on:
• Listening sessions
• Best practices
• Careful consideration on what the 

best practice should be

• Summary actions page on left, more 
detailed actions in one section 
below



EV Readiness Checklist Design 
BEFORE AFTER



EV 
Readiness 
Checklist 
Design



EV Readiness Checklist Design

• Find a shade you 
like on a color 
palette

• Sometimes the hex 
number 
is listed

• If so, easy to match 
the shade exactly 
in Excel

Quick Tip



EV Ready 
Logo

Quick Tip

• The app called “What the Font” 
can help determine what font 
was used in GRCorps logo

• Upload a picture, the app gives 
you closest font matches



Becoming EV Ready Products
• Why haven’t we 

communicated about 
them? 

• Available through our 
Becoming EV Ready 
webpage

https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/becoming-ev-ready/

https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/becoming-ev-ready/


Solar
• High interest in social media posts 

about solar

• Several questions about achieving 
SolSmart designation

• Updated SolSmart webpage and 
created a new webpage called 
“SolSmart Solo” for those 
communities looking to achieve 
solar on their own



https://mayorscaucus.org/solsmart-solo/

Free stock photo     
websites:
• Unsplash
• Pixabay

A few paid websites:
• Adobe Stock Photo
• Envato Elements

Quick Tip

https://mayorscaucus.org/solsmart-solo/


Energy Efficient Building Codes

• Communications effort to get local 
governments involved in giving 
feedback on the proposed changes 
to the 2021 IECC (International 
Energy Conservation Code)

• Saves constituents money in energy 
costs

• Stationary energy – largest contributor 
to greenhouse gases in the region

Success! Voting efforts of 
local governments led to an 

expected increase in 
efficiency of 12% in newly 
constructed commercial 

buildings and 17% in new 
residential buildings.



Questions? Metropolitan Mayors Caucus

Cheryl Scott

Greenest Region Corps Member

cscott@mayorscaucus.org
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