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About the Metropolitan 
Mayors Caucus
• Membership organization 

of 284 diverse 
communities in northern 
Illinois
• Takes regional approach to 

public policy issues to 
collaborate and improve 
the quality of life, including 
on these issues:
• Environment
• Housing
• 2020 Census
• Age-Friendly Collaborative



Greenest Region Compact
Consensus Sustainability Goals in 10 Categories

Climate
Economic Development
Energy
Land
Leadership

Mobility
Municipal Operations
Sustainable Communities
Water 
Waste



Greenest Region Compact
49 High-Level Sustainability Goals in 10 Categories



GRC Framework
• Hundreds of objectives 

in the GRC Framework 
document
• One of most popular 

objectives
municipalities 
completed: energy 
efficiency
• 283 local governments 

took actions to avoid 
putting 76.5 million lbs
of CO2 in atmosphere



Creating the GRC

10% 71%

What is already underway?
• Studied 290 municipalities



Creating the GRC

What is already planned?
• Synthesized 40 sustainability plans



GRC Communities
Formally adopted the GRC: 
• 4 counties: Kane, Lake, McHenry, Will
• 10 COGs (councils of government, e.g., Lake County Municipal League) 

• 126 municipalities

Some of the GRC municipalities include:
Algonquin Blue Island Chicago Heights Elgin Highland Park

Alsip Bolingbrook Crete Evanston Joliet

Aurora Brookfield Crystal Lake Flossmoor Lombard

Bartlett Carol Stream Darien Fox Lake Naperville

Batavia Carpentersville Elburn Geneva Oak Park

Bensenville Chicago Evergreen Park Hazel Crest Rockford

To find out if your municipality is a GRC community, view the map at: 
https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/rec/

https://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/rec/


Engaging Municipalities Through SolSmart

Advance renewable energy 
35 local gov’s streamlined solar codes & policies



SolSmart
• Aurora
• Beach Park
• Brookfield
• Chicago
• Cook County
• Darien
• DuPage County
• Elgin
• Evanston
• Glencoe
• Grayslake
• Hanover Park
• Hawthorn Woods
• Highland Park
• Hillside
• Hoffman Estates
• Kane County
• La Grange
• Lake County
• Lake Forest
• Libertyville
• Montgomery
• Naperville
• Northbrook
• Oak Park
• Palos Park
• Park Forest
• Park Ridge

Source: solsmart.org



Engaging Municipalities Through the GRCorps

Dedicate staff to 
sustainability 
initiatives
GRCorps provides 
talent to 12 
municipalities and 
partner organizations 
throughout the 
region



What You Can Do



Carbon Footprint Calculator
• Travel: Your vehicle’s miles per gallon, miles traveled/year, how much 

you take public transit or fly
• Home energy usage: electricity, natural gas, water usage
• Food: meat consumption
• Shopping: goods and services



What You Can Do



Thank you!
Cheryl Scott 
(not the meteorologist for Channel 7)

GRCorps Member

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus

cscott@mayorscaucus.org


