








Economic Impact of Recycling in Illinois 
(2010)
• Based on a “whole model approach” it is estimated that the 

combined direct, indirect and induced impacts of Illinois’ Recycling, 
Recycling Reliant and Reuse Industries contribute:
• A total of 111,500 jobs;

• Payroll of $3.6 billion

• $30.3 billion in additional gross receipts; and,

• Over $1 billion in state and local taxes





Recycling Challenges

• The national recycling rate stays at the 34% - 35% level since 2010

• New packaging and new materials 

• Consumer preferences affect packaging waste generation

• Recycling contamination limits marketability of recovered material


