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though the [ffinois Environmental Agency
Green Communities Demonstration Pro-
gram in 2003,  The IEPA’s goal is w help
communities find more effective ways for
dealing with environmental challenges and
planning for a sustainable futire.

As the outcome of several community meet-
ings, four envirenmental issues were se-
lected as the most pressing issues for the
Village of Robbins:

# Clean Land, Air and Water

@ lLand Use and Development Man-
agement

¢«  Open Space Development

«  Environmental Education

CLEAN LAND, AR AND V!
The primary goal identified by the commu-
nity was to have clean land, air, and water
within the Village of Robbins. The main is-

Village of Robbins: Environmental Vision

The Village of Robbins received a grant

sues identified under the bread cazegory
were floading and flocdplain issues.

5

Currently, over 20% of the Village of Rob-
bins is located within the 100vear flood-
plain. The 100+ear floodplain refers to the
land area susceptible to being inundated by
water with a T percent chance of being
equaled or excesded in any given year
Residents currently located within  the
floodplain must purchase flood insurance,
above and beyond their homeowners insur-
ance.  Construction of new structures is
generally prohibited in  the {loodplain.
Therefore, the floodplain represents difficul-
ties for current residents, as well as for any
future development.

According to Village Staff and residents,
there ara areas Jocated wichin the floodplain
fimits that have never flooded. Conse-
quently, before plans are made for the fu-
ture of the flosdplain and its impact on the
community, it is important to idendfy its
true location, identifying accurate floodplain
boundarizs may also free fand for redevel-
cpinent.

tliminating existing swuctures from within
the floodplain is an additional seep in work-
ing towards improved stormwater manage-

ment. Removing structures from within the
floodplain increases open space available for
veater infiltration, which in twrn helps altevi-
ate flooding.

Prior ro 1238, Midlothian Creel was chan-
nelized to run north through Robbins and
make a 90-degree bend to dhe east before
exiting inte Blue Isfand. One of the main
causes of streambank  erosion is  the
straightening of the streams. In the pase,
stremns were channelized to move water
quickly through flocd-prone or erosive ar-
eas. But instead of solving a problem, it only
moved the problem downscream with even

greater force.

The banls of Midlothian Creek are eroded
and filled with invasive spedes and debris.
Streambanlk erosion is naturally occurring
process. But too much ercsion can poilute

water supplies, cover fish habitat, and incen-
sify flooding issues.
creak banks will furcher improve the condi-
tion of Midlothian Creele,

Stabilization of the

According to National Recreation and Parks
Association {NRPA) standard of 10 acres of
parkiand for every 1,000 people, the Village
of Robbins needs approximately 65 total




acres of open space. Currently, Robbins is
severely deficient in open space.

The Village of Robbins has identified and
secured approximately 11 from the Village
of Crestwood with the goal of creating a
park. A preliminary park plan, as designed
by the Village residents, is included in the
Appendix.

Even with the addition of 11 acres of park-
land, Robbins is still behind NRPA's staced
goal.  The Village needs to identify addi-
tionai locations and work with the residents
in growing their park and open space offer-

ings.

NVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
The ultimate goaj of environmental educa-

tion is to increase the level of environmental
awareness of the community in order to
make well-informed decisions about enhanc-
ing and protecting the local natural re-
sources of Robbins.

The task force will develop becom-up
strategies and programs to assist Robbins in
implementing environmental policies cthat
best meet the rasident’s needs.

The Environmental Vision for Robbins sets
forth a lohgrange sustainable development

Village of Robbins; Environmenta

program for the community. luvolving and
educating children about their role in the
Yisien will halp the plan move forward,

LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

Peor development pracices and land use
and zonhing decisions are partly responsible
for the poor envirenmental conditions that
have lad to frequent flooding, vacated prop-
erties, and undesirable living conditons
which plague certain areas within the com-
munity.

Correcting mistakes done in the past by
previous development land use decisions is
not always possible. However, the Village of
Robbins can learn from previous mistakes
and palides of neighbering communities to
ensure new development and land use deci-
sions are sensitive the desired environ-
mental visioh of the community.



The Village of Robbins’ Environmental Vi-
sion is the Village's official guide and policy
improving the environment of the commu-
nity. This Plan is the product of consider
able effort on the part of the elected offi-
cials, Village staff, the Hlinofs Environmental
Protection Agency {IEPA), and residents of
the community. The recommendations and
goals presented in this plan are the result of
voiced community conecerns and public in-
put.

This Plan establishes the foundation for the
public and private initiatives to improve the
Village of Robbins from an environmental
standpoint, and to create a more desirable
community in which to live, work, and play.

This plan presents the environmental vision
of the community and delivers to develop-
ers, business, owners, Community leaders,
znd the Village residents, the new environ-
mental framework in which future decisions
will be made.

This Plan provides a basis for implementing
several initiates aimed at meeting the 4 gen-
eral envirenmental goals for Robbins, and

Village of Robbins: Environmental Visi

ultimately assisting the community in achiev-

ing its Environmental Vision.

The VYillage of Rabbins, lllinols is located in
southern Cook County, approximately 20
miles southwest of downtown Chicago.
The Village of Robbins occupies approxi-
mately 1.5 square miles of land within Bre-
men Township. Neighboring communities
include Crestwood, Midiothian, Blue Isknd,
Alsip and Posen. Notable geographic land-
marks include the Calumet Sag Channel,
located immediazely north of the Village

(Figure 13.

At the time of the 2000 U.S. Census, the
population of Robbins was 6,635, The ma-

jority of the Village’s populaton is corncen-
trated in the southern areas of the Village,
south of 137™ Soeet. The Village experi-
enced an 11.5% decline in population from
BUOU ..........................................

7600
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1990 to 2000. Projections estimate an addi-
tonal 2.9% loss from the 2003 population
by 2008.

The median household income for the Vil
lage of Robbins was 534,965, according 1o
the 2000 WS, Census. The Village’s median
household income increased over the previ-
ous decade, however, Robbins has not seen
the same rate of growth as the neighboring
communities. The median household in-
come of Robbins remains approximately
20% lower than the area within a 3-mile ra-
dius around Robbins.

‘Unemployment levels as high as 20% were

reporied for the Village of Robbins during
the 1990°s, however unemployment has
decreased in recent years due to an increase
in retail and service jobs within the region.
The majority of Robbins residents are em-
ployed in the retil/service, administrative
support, and professional managerial em.
ployment sectors.

A limited amount of commercial develop-
ment exists within Robbins and most of the
existing companies are small businesses.
The Yillage's largest employer is the Lydia
Health Care nursing home, which employs
just over 100 people. There are no other




employers in the community with more
than 25 employees. The FosterWhesler
Incinerator Facility was shut down in 1997,
after only 3 years of operation, depriving the
Village of a major source of tax revenue.
There are currently no industrial or manu-
facturing developments within Robbkins and
the Village is largely dependent on residen-
tial property taxes for revenue,

A recent market study conducted by URS
Corporation and Community Economic Re-
development Corporation {CERC) suggests
that a limited availability of quality, single-
family homes within the Village has contrib-
uted to this population decrease. In addi-
tion to a limited amount of guality resi-
dences, the Village has experienced an in-
crease in tax delinquent properties. The
Village estimates half of the properties
within Robbins are tax delinquent. Through
the Cook County Tax Treasurer's Tax Sale,
the Village has been acquiring the delinguent
land and currendy owns maore than 1,300
properdes. [(Figure 2) When a tax delin-
quent parcel is acquired by the Village, any
structure present on the property is demol-
ished if it is within the floodplain or substan-
dard. This pelicy has further decreased the
amount of available housing. The floodplain

Village of Robbins; Environmental Vision

jsste is caverad in more detall in the nexc

section of this Plan.

Over 20% of the Village of Robbins is lo-
cated within a regulatory floodplain. Figure
3 illustrates the boundaries of the floadplain
as reportaed by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency {FEMA) Food zone data
from the FEMA Flood lnsurance Rate Map
for Cook County shows that the floodplain
is concentrated in the northern portion of
Robbins, along the Cal-Sag Channel and Mid-
fothian Creek.

The majerity of the Hloodplain in Robbins is
classified as Zone AE. Zone AE corre-
sponds to the 100wyear flacdplain, which
consists of the area adjoining a river, stream,
or watercourse that will be covered by wa-
ter in the avent of & 100vyear flood The
100-year flood is the flood elevation having 2
one percent chance of being equaled or ex
ceaded in magnitude in any given year.

The floodplain presents a barrier to new
development, as any canstruction must ob-
tain a permit from the Minois Department
of Natural Resources {IDNR) after demon-
strating it will not have future flood damage
potential and will not increase present or

future flood damages on upstream, down-
sweam, or adjacent fands. No construction
will be parmitted which will cause significant
increases in flood stage or velocity.

Not only does the floodplain present chal-
lenges to future development within the
communicy, bue the floocdplain is problem-
atic to current residents. Residents residing
within the floodplain live on parcels prone
to flooding and with instances of flooded
basernents and streets. In addition, homes
within the Roodplain must purchase costly

flood insurance.

According to information provided by the
Village of Robbins, there are 415 residential
struccures located within the {losdplain.
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The Village of Robbins was awarded a grant
in 2003 through the Hinois Environmental
Protection Agency's (I[EPA) Green Commu-
nities Demonstration Program to create an
Environmental Vision thar will help guide
Robbins as they worked to stimulate in-
vestment and revitalization within the Vil
lage. More specifically, the [EPA’s goal is to
help communities find more effective ways
for dealing with environmental challenges
and planning for a sustainable future,

This grant program supports community-
visioning processes that build the capacity of
commuiities to address local envirenmental
issues through collaborative problem solving
and consensus based decision-making. Rob-
bins applied for this grant with the goal of
energizing the community, developing a
community-wide vision, addressing related
problems simultaneocusly, enhancing the
quality of life for residents, and making Rob-
bins 2 more actractive place to do business.
The Village of Robbins selected URS Corpo-
ration and the Chicagoland Redevelopment
Insttute (REDI} {URS Team) to help the
Village in developing their Environmeneal
Vision.

Village of Robbin

 VISIONING PROCESS
In April 2003, the URS Team collaborated
with the Village of Robbins to produce a
newstetter that informed residents about
the Green Communities Grant and invited
comtmunity members to become invelved,
The project kickoff meeting was held on
April 23, 2003 and was well attended by
Village Officials, Block Club leaders, and
residents. The poals and the process of the
visioning process were outlined and issues
to be focused on were discussed. A Project
Advisary Board (PAB), made up of commu-
nity members, was developed and rasked
with the objective of advising the Village on
approaches to public outreach, the focus of
the program, and the goals for measure-
ment of suceess.

A Town Hall meeting was held on Sunday,
May 18" at the Robbins Community Center

and was attended by 22 citizens, some rep-
resenting neighboring municipalives. Based
on the issues discussed at the project kickoff
meeting, the URS Team grouped concerns
together into nine braad environmental
categories.  Attendees at the Town Hall
mesting were asked to identify their top

four issues from the nine issuas listed.

Listed in priority, the top fowr environ-
mental issues selected at the Town Mall
meeting are as follows:

Land Use and Development Management
Clean Land, Air and Warer

Open Spaca Development
Environmental Education

Although not selected in the top four, other
issues discussed at the Town Hall meeting
included waste management and recycling:
floodplain  and  stormwater management;
energy efficdency and renewable energy;
natural areas protection and restoration,
and, neighboring communities.

A second PAB meeting was held on Tues-
day, May 27, 2003, Originally scheduled for
a different date and time, the [ast minute



change of date and venue resuleed in low
participation.

The URS team facilitated another meeting in
at a July Block Club meeting to help furcher
develop the goals of the envirommental vi-
sion.  In addition to developing the envi-
ronmental goals and objectives, the URS
Team worked with community residents to
understand what the end results would be.
This meeting and additional meetings with
the Village Administrator helped solidify
what the Environmental Vision for the Vil-
lage of Robbins would become.

Village of Robbins: Enviranimental Visio

The Vision Statement describes the envi-

ronment of Robbins, as it wilt be in the year
2014, It is a “retrospective” which chroni-
cles the accomplishments of the previous
decade. It recerds the projeats, improve-
ments, and developments that have been
undertalken since the completion of Rob-
bins's Environmental Yision Plan in 2004,

The Vision Statement establishes focus and
direction for the Community and provides
an overview of the policies, actions and rec-
ommendations presented in the following
sections of the report. The Vision Statement
is not intended to provide specific im-
provement projects and recommendations,
but rather, 2 more general outline of what
Robbins should be in the future.



Since Robbins’ Envirohmental vision was

completed 10 years ago, considerable
The town has
achieved a healthy balance of residential

change has occurred.

growth and commercial redevelopment and
has greatly improved the Village's overall
identity and appearance. Park and recres
tion amenities have been added and Robbins
has come to be regarded as an ecological
treasure in the Chicagoland area,

In the year 2014...

Robbins is in the middle of what has already
proven to be a successful renaissance. Vil-
lage improvements have installed a sense of
comnmunity pride long absent from the Vi
[age of Robbins. Community members and
the business community alike have re
sponded with great enthusiasm. Population
has seen a steady increase and new retail,
office, restaurancs, and service uses have
been apening their doors in recard numbers
zlong Claire Boulevard and Kedzie Avenue.
The improvements have resulted in a quaint
and attractive retail district, which provides

an ideal pedestrian environment that draws
on the rich history znd character of the
community. Neighboring comimunities have
taken notice of the improvements in Rob-
bins and have begun to emulate Robbins’
green initiatives,

Flooding and related issues have been
zreatly refieved through the updated map-
ping of the {loodphin and the relocation of
at-risk property owners. Homeowners ate
enjoying the freedom from paying for flood
insurance and from worrying about their
basements during heavy rainfall.  The con-
version of floodplain land from residential
property into apen space has also added
much needed park space for Village resi-
dents.

Midlothian Creek has become a treasured,
ecological asset to the Village. A walking
path extends along the entire length of the
creek and has become a popular destination
for residents. The banks of Midlothian
Creek have been stabilized and revegetated
to prevent further erasion and alse to help
improve the water quality of che cresk, The
enhanced banks combined with the addition
of pools and riffles within the creek have
worked to promote a healthy aquatic envi-
ronment. Science classes from Childs Ele-

mentary School and IKeller Scheol spend
time studying migrating birds, fish, and other
wildlife along the banks of Midlothian Creel.

Once a town with few parks, Robbins has
became the envy of its neighbors. Building
off of their success with the first community
patk at the southwest corner of the Village,
the Park District continues to provide addi-
tional recreational facilities for its residents.
Property in the floodplain that once frus-
trated residents has been twrned into a
benefit for the Village. The {floodplain area
has provided enough open space for baseball
and soccer fields, playgrounds, and cormmu-
nity gardens. The Eagles foothali team has
continued their success, bolstered by the
ability to practice on thelr very own field.
The wetland area and nature preserve have
become a destinaton for bird watchers, na-
ture enthusiasts, and residents from Robbins
and neighboring communities. Pocket parks
have been developed throughout town as
the Village works to improve each resident’s
access to open space. Partnering with
neighboring communities and the Cook
County Forest Preserve has proven to be a
rewarding experience resulting in the con-
struction of a bike path along the Cal-Sag
Channel connecting Robbins with Calumet

nmental Vision



Woods and the Cook County Forest Pre-
serve,

The Claire Boulevard and Kedzie Avenus
corridors have seen significant redevelop-
ment and improvement. Fueled by both
private and public investiment, the corridors
are lined with both large and small success-
ful retail businesses, including restaurants,
national retailers, local retailers, and coin-
mercial service uses. Condominium and
townhome projects have been developed at
select locations throughout the corridors,
adding to the Village's overall character and
sustainable mix of uses, Reinvestment, re-
habilitation, and additions to existing struc-
tures have increased the property values in
the Village and further stabilized the resi-
dential areas. Established design and devel-
opment guidelines have been used over the
years to easure that new development is
attractive, constructed of quality materials,
and reflective of che Village's desired charac-
ter and image.

The annual spring neighborhood cleanup day
ts a huge success in bringing residents to-
gether to work towards maincaining alf of
the enhancements completed by the Village,
Vacant lots have been cleared of debris and
instances of fly dumping have all but disap-

Environmental Visio

peared, due in part to 3 successful neighbor-
hood wateh program.  School gardens and
natural green spaces allow students to gain
hands on environmental education. Robbins
has suecessfully built upon and enhanced the
community's heritage and historical charac
ter to create a pleasant environment for all
of its residents,

Helping fuel the redevelopment and revitalh-
zation efforts of the community are the con-
tinual improvements to the Village's existing
infrastruceure. The Village's Capital Im-
provement Plan outfines the street and
sidewallk rehabilitation program, curb and
gutter repair, and sewer replacement sched-
e, which will be completed every year.
Having consistently stuck to this Capital
Improvement Plan, the Village has inere-
mentally and systermatically upgraded and
maintained the community’s infraseructure.
Thase comumunigy-wide improvements have
helped ateract new businesses and retain
existing anes, Residents are better served
by the improved infrastructure and private
property reinvesunent reflects the Village's
trend of public reinvestment into commu-
nity systems.



Gos #1 CLEAN LAND, Al _
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nity was to have clean land, air, and water
within the Village of Robbins. The main is-
sues identified under the broad category
were flooding and floodplain issues.

Currently, over 20% of the Village of Rob-
bins is located within a regulatory floodplain,
which presents problems from a develop-

The primary goal identified by the commu-

ment, as well as residential, standpoint. {Fig-

ure 3)

DENTIEY. TRUE FLOGDRLAI
Uhjective:  |dentify the pracise location of
the floodplain.

Rationale: According to Village Staff and
residents, there are arsas, while Jocated in
the floodplain according to FEMA, which
have never flooded. Consequantly, before
plans are made for the future of the flood-
plain and its impact on the community, it is
important to identify its trus location.

The fact that there are areas within the
identified floodplain that have never flooded
serves as an indication that the Flood Insur-
ance Rate Maps may be inaccurate and that
property owners are unnecessarily paying
flood insurance.

ldentifying the true floodphin boundaries
may also open up powental land for redevel-
opient.

Recommendations:

1) Survey the lowest point on each prop-
erty believed to be outside the flood-
plin. If properdes currently shewn to
file within the floodplain are proven to

be outside boundary, FEMA will issue a
letter of Map Amendment {LOMA)
freeing the property from the floodplain
designation. The LOMA is attached to
the property deed so future owners of
the property are not constrained by

floodplain reguiations.

Objectiver  Once the floodplain has been
identified, all stractures within the floodplain
should be removed.

figtionale:  Eliminating  structures  from
within the floodplain is a major step in work-
ing towards improved stormwater manage-
ment. Removing houses and the accompa-
nying appurtenances [garages, driveways,
patios, etc.) increases open space available
for water infiluration.  Allowing stormwater
to fileer through the ground, rather than
sanding it directly into a stormwater system.
will alleviate some of the pressure on Rob-
bins' older sewer systemn that may not be
able o handle today's demands. Filtering
water through the ground also works to
naturally remove some pollutants and also
helps with groundwater recharge.




Recommendations:

1) Continue to acquire tax definquent par-
cels within the floodplain through the
Cool County Treasurer's Tax Sale. I
housing exists on the property, or any
other appurtenances, they should be
razed by the Village

2} Develop a land acquisition and resident
relocation plan to acquire those proper-
ties that are not tax delinquent. The re-
focation plan should offer incentives for
residents to move within Robbins.

3} Prioritize parcels for acquisition based
on the frequency of past flooding.

4) Purchase at risk properties and relacate
owners to more suitable areas wichin
the Village of Robbins.

5} ldentify potental funding sources to
assist the Village in relocating residences
from the floodplain.

Ohjectiver ldentify = use for the floodplain
that, while protecting it, san be used as an
economic development tool by the Village.

Rationale: Upon acguiving the floodplain
fand within the community, the Village will
be in the unique position of having the abil-
ity to plan for the best possible use of a
farge amount of open space. While this land
is not well suited for residential, commercial
or industrial devefopment, a park or pre-

serve may be appropriate.

Determine the benefits of open land. Since
this land is not well suited for development,
a desirable reuse of Jand within a floodplain
could be a recreational facility. A needs
analysis should be performed to determine
what parl facilities are most desirable to the
residents.

Several options are available for the flood-
plain area. The large floodphain area on the
north side of town, adjacent to the Cal-Sag
Channel, is an ideal location for a wetland
nature preserve. The floodplain conditions
map from 1938 show a number of wetlands
in the arex. Returning the developed prop-

arty to its native state could help manage

stormwater and provide imporcant habitat
for wildlife.

With proper design and implementation a
wetland nature preserve could turn a com-
munity impediment into a benefit and a local
ateraction. Historical information and inter-
pretive signage, walking and bicycling paths,
community pathering space and outdoar
classrooms would add te the overall attrac-
tion of the preserve.

A further use far this area is that of a wer
land midgation bank. Wetland mitigation
banks provide compensation for wetland
loss in other locations. Wetlind mitigation
banks are wetlands whose values and func-
tions are summed and assigned a value chat
is translated into “eredits”. The wethand
banl must exist in perpetuity and may never
be developed for another purpose. As ap-
proved wetland losses occur, these credits
are used to compensate for the losses. Miti-
gation banks typically provide compensation
within the same watershed. Private indi-
viduals, public agencies, or a combination of
these entities can develop mitigaton banks.
Community enhancements, such as trails,
paths, and other passive recreatonal facili-
ties, are permitted within a wetland bank.




In addition to the wetlands, a portion of the
area may also be used to create a quarry,
which ¢an be reclaimed to previde both
stormwater storage and recreational oppor-
tunities. Initial searches of the geology of
Robbins suggest the presence of shallow
bedrock, which may provide an opportunity
for limestone extraction. Limestone is an
impoertant component in the construction of
roadways and other public improvement
projects. Managed correctly, a quarry can
be reclaimed and offer public space for
swimming, boating, and fishing while provid-
ing a habitat for fish and wildlife,

Recommendations:

1) ldentify possible reuses of the floodplain
and develop a costbenefit analysis for
each use to maximize the Village's re-
twrn i protecting the floodplain, Possi-
ble uses include a wetland mitigation
bank, wetland nature preserve, or a
quarey.

2} Determine the best reuse strategy for
the floodplain area.

3} Develop floodplain area.

Villaga of Robbins; Environmental !

Gbjective: Improve the flow, water quality,
banks and overall conditien of Midlothian
Creelc.

favienate: Midlothian Creek is one of eight
major tributaries to the Little Calumet River
in southern Cook County, The creek gen-
erally brings stormwater runoff and rainfal
from the western side of the watershed
northward to the Litile Calumez River. The
Village of Robbins is one of the more down-
streamn communities for the creek, befors it
discharges to the Little Calumet River,

Developmant pressures in the watershed
are strassing the abiliey of Midlothian Creek
to nuturally mannge flows. Priar to 1938,
Midlothian Creek was channelized through
Robbins to run north along Kedzie Avenue
and twrn 90-degrees o the east after cross-
ing 137" Street.

OUne of the main causes of streambanl ero-
siony is the straightening of the streams. in
the past, streams were channeled to move
water quickly through flood-prone or ero-
sive arsas. But instead of salving a problem,
it only moved the problem downstream
with even preater force.

The banks of Midlothian Creek are eroded
and filled with invasive species and debris.
Cleaning up the banks would be an initial
step in reclaiming the creek and managing
overall drainage. Remaving trash from
stormwater inlets and outlets would alse
permit water to drain freely inte the creek

and alleviare upstream flooding.

Stabilization of the creek banks will further
improve the candition of Midlothian Creek.
Streambank erosion is naturalfy occurring
process. But too much erosion can pollute
water supplies, cover fish habitat, and
threaten property.

Becommendations:

} Remove trash and brush from the banks
of Midlothian Cresk.

2} Estzblish a schedule to routinely clean
debris  from existing storm sewer

grates.

3) Determine the feasibility of restoring
Midlothian Creek to its true alighment
before bank stabilization wreatments are
performed. A work plan completed by
URS Corporaton for the Village of
Robbing in August 20071 estimated ap-
proximately 1200 hours were nesded




4)

to study the feasibility of reafigning the
creek.

Identify porential funding source to as-
sist the Village in stabilizing the strean-

1} Regardless of the Midlothian Creel’s

alignment, 2 walking path should be
constructed along its antire length, con-
necting residents and school children to
this natural rescurce.

banl.

5] Stabilize the banks with bioengineering
techniques, adding riffles and pools to
the creek itself, and revegetating the

area with native plant species will pro-
vide habitat for wildlife and work to-
wards improving water quality.

Objective: Extend the walking path along
Midlothian Creek throughour the entre
Village.

Raotionale: Besides adding to the overall en-
joyment of the creek, the walking path will
provide safe passage for children from
Childs Elementary Schoof and Keller Schoo!
to wavel to and from the park improve-
ments on the north side of the creek.

Recommendations:

Village of Robbins: Environmental Visio




Open space in communities is important on
many levels. Green space in urban areas
provides substantial environmental, social,
and economic benefits,

Trees and plants work to reduce air and
water pollution, they help keep cities cooler,
and they are a more effective and fess ex-
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pensive way to manage stormwater runoff
than building systems of sewers and drain-
age ditches.

Parks also produce important soclal and
community development benefits.  They
make communities more desirable; they
offer recreational appertunities for children
and families; at-risk youth, and they provide
places in neighborhoods where people can
feel a sense of communicy.

Strong evidence shows that when people
have access te parks, they exercise more.
Regular physical activity has been shown to
increase health and reduce the risk of 2 wide
range of diseases.

Numerous studies have alse shown that
parls and open space also increase the value
of neighboring residential property. Grovs-
ing evidence points to a similar benefit on
cominercial property value,

According to Mational Recreation and Parks
Association’s (NRPA] standard of 10 acres
of parldand for every 1,000 people, the Vil-
lage of Robbins needs approximately 65 to-
tal acres of open spare. Currently, Robbins
is saveraly deficient in opan space.

As a result of the lack of park space, the
Robbins Eagles youdh football team must
hold their practice sessions in neighboring
communities. The Village of Robbins and
the Robbins Park District share the goal of
acguiring additional open space and recrea-

tional facilities.

Chjective: Develop 2 park to provide the
residents of Robbins with a community rec-
reational area,

Retionale: The Village of Robbins has iden-
sified and secured approximately 12 acres
bounded by 1-294, South Springiield Street,
South Mamtin Avanue, and 140 Street for a
new parl for the residents of Robbins. The
Vitlage acquired the properiy from the Vil
fage of Crestwood with the goal of creatng
a park. MNow that the property has been
purchased, develaping the parl is the next
step.

A park meeting was held on February 18,
2604 co establish a preliminary design for
the parl. Eight residents, including the Park
District Board, participated in a design char
rette. A rendering of the park complex is
iustrated in Figure X,




Recommendations:

1} Establish  preliminary park  design.
(Completed February 2000. See Appen-
dix X for rendering.)

2} ldentify both public and private funding
sourees to help finance the park devel-
opment. Due to funding limits, this may
need to be completed in phases.

3} Complete wetland delineation of the
park site.

4} If neaded, acquire land to the west for
wetland mitigation,

5) Using the rendered plan as a guide, de-
velop the park complex.

&) Conduct a ribbon cutting ceremony to
publicize the opening of the new park.

Objective: Following the development of
the first park, the Village should investigate
the addition of further green space and
pocket parks within the residential commu-
nities.

Rationafer Even with the addition of 12
acres of parkland, Robbins is still behind
NRPA's stated goal.

One area well suited for a park complex is
the property immediately north of Midlo-
thian Creelt along Kedzie Avenues.  Any
Permanent fixcures and structures will need
1o be permitted due to their location within
the floodplain. landseaping should be used
to shield the neighboring induswrial uses
from the park site.

Recommendations:
7} identify the park and recreational heeds
of the community.

2} Identify future park and epen space sites
for potential acquisitions to meet the
Community's needs.

3) ldentify both public and private funding
sourees to help finance the parl devel-

opment,

4} Acquire park site.

Obfective: Incorporate open space in Rob-

bins inte the ragional gresnway system.

Rationgle: The Northeastern lllincis Plan-
ning Commission {MNIPC) adopied the
Northeastern lllinois Regiohal Greenways
Plan (Greenways Plan) in 1997,  The
Greenways Plan identifies greenways con-

necting Robbins to the Cook County Forest
Preserve and to Calumet Woods. {Figure 4)
Robbins'  transformation  of developed
flioodplain land inte open space is the begin-
ning step in the regional plan. Coordination
with the neighbaring commumities will worl
to expand the greenway into a regional as-
set.

Recommendations:
1} Pass a resolution in support of NIPC's
Greenways Plan.

2) Work with neighbering conununities
and NIPC to develop a regional green-
way committee,

3) Assist NIPC in implemendng the
Greenways Plan,

Village of Robbins: Environmental Vis
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tion is to increase the level of environmental
awarenass of the community in order to
make wellinformed decisions about enhanc
ing and protecting the local natural re-
sources of Robbins.

Some of the benefits of environmental edu-

Poster presented at July Block Club Meeting

Village of Robbins: Environmental Vision

The ultimate goal of environmental educa-

cation can inchide: Increased public support
for measures to procect nawurzl areas; im-
proved public understanding of how nature
and wildlife contribute to viable, sustainable,
and livable communities; improved under
standing of the public’s capability to con-
sepve Datitre and to motivate rasidents to
take action; improved skills for identifying
and salving focal environmental problems.

Objective: Create a task force to implement

and carry out goals related to Environmental
Education.

Rationgle: The task force will develop boe
tom-up strategies and programs te assist
Robbins  in  implementing  environmental
policies that best meet the resident’s needs.

Recommendations:

1) identify and support coramunity leaders
who can lead the education effort for
the schools and community.

2} Identify the issues and brainstorm on
possible solutions.

3} Oversee and guide the implementation
of the solitions.

Objoctive: Develop environmental educa
tional materials and programs for Robbins’

schools.

Rationaler The Environmental Vision for
Robbins sats forth a longrange susminable
development program for the community,
Involving and educating children abour their
role in the Vision will help the plan move
forward.

The Chicagoland area is rich wich enviren-

sental and civie groups who may be able to
provide assistance with the development of
educational materials and speakers to help
educate the children about envirosmental
fssues, A sampling of organizations and
their wehsites include:

s Campaign for Sensible Growth
www.growingsensibly. org

s Center for Neighborheod Technology
WWW.CHE.OrE

¢ Chicagoland Environmental Network
www.chicagoenvironment.org

s Chicage Metropolis 2020
www.chicagomerropolis2020.0rg

s Chicago Wilderness
wyw . chiwild.org

»  [lfinois Association for Floadnlain and
Stormwater Management Homepage




e www.lincolnnet.net/users/Irflood/inde

x.hemi

e [Hiinois Department of Natural Re-
sources
www.dnr.state.il.us

v [linois Environmental Protection
Agency
www. dnr.state.il.us

+ [llinois Natural History Survey

www.inhs.uiuc.edu

v Metropolitan Planning Coundil
wysw.metroplanning.org

¢ Natural Resources Conservation Service
www il nres usda.gov

« Northeastern lllinois Planning Commis-
sion
www.nipc.cog.il.us

s Openlands Project
www.openlands.org

#  Sierra Club: Hllinois Chapters
www.sierraclub.org/chapters/il/

o The Nature Conservancy
WWW.THEC.OFg

¢ US, Armiy Corps of Engineers, Chicago
District
www. usace.army.mil

Recommendations:

1} Develop Environmental Education Pro-
gram,

Villaga of Robbins: Environmental Vi

2} Contact environmental agencies/groups
to help develop and implement pro-
gram,

3} Worl with school board and principals

o execute the program.

Objective: Create activides that will rein-
farce the education recsived at school.

Rutionals Young children learny most aboug
the environment by interacting with it. Such
experiences play a critical role in shaping
lifelong attitudes, values, and patterns of
behavior toward nattial environments.

Reconmmendations:

1) Develop links between school-based
programs and community projects.  In-
volving the children in revegetating the
banks of Midlothian Creek with native
plantings is an sxample of one project
that will benefic the children and the

cormunity.

Objectiver fmprove community cutreach to
engage the residents of Rebbins in the
“greening” of their cammunity,

Ruziansh: Conservation organizations, the
media, and community leaders contribute in
important ways to the knowledge and val-
ues held by the public. They also help inter-
pret conservation issues.  Outreach and
education is crucial to develaping public
support for environmental and ecological
based activiries. It is impertant to clarify
potendal misconceptions about nature and
the management needed to preserve it
Several tachniques can be used to enhance
the education of the residents of Robbins.

Becommendations:

1} Inform the public about restoration ef-
forts. Some comman rastoration tech-
niques may not sesm initially beneficial
to the residents. Including information
in the community’s newsletter will help
reach the most people.

2} lovolve residents in monitoring, restora-
tion, and land management efforts.
Target local groups, such as church
groups, garden clubs, block clubs and
other civic organizations to help in-
crease the amount of public involve
ment.




Objective: Organize a2 community wide
clean-up day.

Rationale: Organizing the public to clean up
their community helps to instill pride and a
sense of community in focal residents,

MNeighborhoed Clean-Up Days work to
combat the downward spiral of neighbor
hoads resulting from the appearance of
abandonment.

The goal for Rebbins’s Clean-Up Day should
be for the day to become an annual event.
Enlisting schools, youth programs, civic
graups, and comununity organizations to
recruit their members for the event will help
ensure 2 consistently large turnout,

Recommendations:

1} Appoint a Neighborhood Clean-Up Co-
ordinator

2} Work with the city and companies o
provide trash bags, rakes, and other
necessary items.

3) Recruit interested groups and organiza-
tions

4) Designate specific areas to be targeted
for clean up

5} Designate day for cean-up

Objectiver
Dumping campaign.

Rationale: Fly dumping is dispasing any type
of waste on public or private property with-
out a permit.  Waste that is commonly
dumped illegally includes tires, construction
debris, houzehald garbage, old furnjture,
appliances, hazardous waste and other ma-
terials. It ereates dangerous and potentially
unhealthy conditions, decreases property

vatues, and inhibits economic activites.

Due to the large number of vacant lots in
Robbins, instances of fly dumping are ex-
tremely common.

Recomwmendations:

1} Review the persistent littering and ifegal
dumping activities along with the types
of waste that are dumpad to assess the
profile of the dumpers. Robbins should
alse be cognizant of possible driving
forces behind littaring and ilegal dump-
ing such as excessive user fees, restric-
tive curbside trash pickug, or ineffective
recycling programs.

Develop an Anti-Litter and Fly

2}

3

4}

5)

Review the locations of persistent littar
ing and itlegal dumping to assess the site
charactaristics of areas susceptible 1o

receiving trash.

Educate the residents about littering
and tllegal dumping and how it impacts
the community. Simple messages
should be provided to the community
relating the cost of illagal dumping on
local taxes, location of proper disposal
sites, and how dumping can impact the

water quality in the area.

Develop a neighborhood watch system
to report instances of fiy dumping and
impose fines upon the guilty parties.

Once an area has been ceaned of de-
bris, signs, lighting, or other barriers
should be used to discourage future
dumping. The signs should indicate the
fines and penalties for dumping and a
phone number for reperdng incidents.
Landscaping efforts may also discourage
future dumping and provide an attrac
tve open space potentially increasing
property values.

iental Vision



Objective: Develop an “Adopt a Spot” pro-

gram,

Rationale: “Adopt a Spot” and other similar
programs help improve the aesthetics of
specific areas threugh the volunteer work of
organizations. Adoptive groups are tasked
with the cleaning and maintaining of specific
areas. Included in this may be the planting
and maintaining of flowerbeds in the public
right of way, litter removal along main thor-
oughfares, or other clean up activities.
Groups are usually recognized for their
work through a plaque or a sign near their
adopted spot

Recommendations:
6} Develop guidelines for adopting a spot.

7} Identify groups willing to “Adopt a
Spot”

8) lIdentify areas in need of cleaning or
beautification

Village of Robbins: Environmental Visi




and zoning decisions are partly responsible
for the poor environmental conditions that
have led to frequent flooding, vacated prop-
erties, and undesirable Jliving conditions
which plague certain areas within the com-
munity.

Correcting mistakes done Iy the past by
pravious development land use decisions is
not always possible. However, the Village of
Robbins can learn frem previous mistakes
and policies of neighboring communicies to
ensure new development and land use deci-
sions are sensitive the desired environ
mental vision of the community, Five objec-
tives related to achieving the goal of envi-
ronmentally conscious and sensitive planning

and development are listed below

Chjective: Revi
landscaping ordinance to provide for more
landscaping within the Village.

Ratlonale: The landscaping ordinance
places requirements on development to
provide buffering, screening, parking lot is-
lands, and rightofway oees. Commercial
and industrial developments with large park-
ing lots exacerbate stormwater runcff and
can be unsightly, monotonous and wvisually
gmappealing.  Tress in residential areas can
add to the character and overall appeal of a
neighborhood, reduce energy consumption
by providing shade, provide cleaner air, and
assist in the absorption of stormwater.

A landseaping ordinance should require
landscaped slands in parking lots, trees
along all right-ofways, and landscaped buff-
grs separating commercial and industrial
arexas from residential neighberhoods.

Hecommendations:

1) Conduct a comprehensive review of the
Village's landscaping requiremants con-
tainad in the zoning ordinance, subdivi-

sion regulations or municipal code.

2) Revise ordinance to reguire more con-
prehensive landscaping for all commer-
cial and industrial development.

3) Revise ordinance to require right-ofway

trees evenly spaced (ie. every 20 {eet)
along all streets within the Village.

{Objective:  Conduct a comprehensive re-
view of the Village's zoning ordinance and
revise it to accommodate appropriate new
development and redevelopment in the Vil-

lage.

Rationafe: A zoning ordinance is the legal
tool used by municipalides ta implement
fand use znd development plans.  Zoning



regulates  allowsble uses on properties,
building heights, density, and setbacks.

Since the adoption of the Village’s Zoning
Ordinance, several planning studies have
been completed, including the 1999 Rob-
bin's Redevelopment Plan and the 2003
Robbins Transit Oriented Development
Plan, which have proposed more appropri-
ate development within the community.
However, the Zoning Ordinance haz not
been updated to provide for the implemen-
tation of these plans.

Recommendations

1) Coenduct 2 comprehensive review of the
Village's zoning ordinance and identify
barriers to implementation of recent
planning studies where more appropri-
ate and desirable development has been
proposed.

2} Revise the zoning ordinance to allow for
the recommendations of the previous
pians to be implemented.

Objective: Encourage best manhagement
practices in relation to stormwater and land-
scaping.

Rotionole: Best Management Practices
{BMPs) are effective, pracucal, struciutal or
nonstructural methods which prevent or
reduce the movement of sediment, nutri-
ents, pesticides and other pollutants from
the tand to surface or ground water, or
which otherwise protect water quality from
potential adverse effects of conventional
development and other activities.

Since a large floodplin encumbers rauch of
the land area of Robbins, it is likely that re-
development in the community will be chal-
lenged with this environniental feature. The
Village of Robbins is in a unique position to
require BMPs in this area and set the
benchmark for this type of development in
the area.

Recommmendations:

1) Develop and adopt best management
practices for stermwater, including
green roofs, bioswales, naturalized de-
tention aress, porous pavement, rain

Barrels and cisterns, rainwater garters,

flter strips and level spreadess, and

vegetated swales.

2} Develop and adopt best management
practices for landscaping, requiring in-
stalfation of native plant species to serve
a variety of purpases including habita-
tion, infiltration, filtering and evaportan-
spiration,

to encourage conservation design and de-

velopmant,

Raonale: Convendonal design and devel
opment often results in the degradation of
hydrologic ecosysteims, such as streams and
wedands.  Even with strict regulations re-
stricting  detention release rates, stream-
banks centinue to be eroded, habitats con-
tinue to be degraded, groundwater recharge
continues to decrease, and the costs associ-
ated with flooding continue to increase,

Conservation design differs from conven-
tienal design in that it udlizes site planning
and dasign to preserve existing and natural
areas and utilizes naturalized drainage and
detention measures to minimize negative




impacts to hydrology and water quality.
Sustainable technologies, building design,
and proper development can minimize im-
perlous services and encourage open apse
and natural greenways.

When redevelopment occurs within the
floodplain that encumbers much of Robbins,
the Village should require conservation de-
sigh and development to counteract the
negative impacts of the floodplain that are
adversely affecting the community.

Recommendatlons:

1} Develop and adopt conservation design
guidelines for new residential, commer-
cial and industrial development.

2} Reguire new development within the
floodplain to adhere to the conservation
design guidelines.

3) Encourage new development outside of
the floodplain to adhere to the conser-
vation design guidelines.

PARKLAND DEDICATION ORDINANG
Objective: Require developers to contribute

parkland, or cash-inlieu of, for all new de-
veloprment,

Rationale: Parks and recreadon play impor-
tant reles in cresting desirable communities
and establishing 2 healthy envivonment in
which to live worle and play.

As residential development and redevelop-
ment occurs in Robbins, new population will
be generated. New residents of Robbins
create a demand for all types of public ser-
vices, including parlland. The U.S. Supreme
Court and the lllinois Supreme Court have
both ruled that it is constitutional to require
developers to provide parks to serve the
populations they are generating.

The Village of Robbins should require devel
apers in the communily to construct
neighborhood parks to serve the new resi-
dents of the community.

Recommendations:

i} identify communites similar to Robbins
in respect to its ecchomic condition,
housing stodk, redevelopment potential,
and market conditions.

2} Survey like municipalities to determine
parl donation requirements for other
zommunities,

3} Determine a park donation requirement
appropriate for Rebbins. It is important
that the donation requirement meets
the parkland objectives of the commu-
nity but does not deter development
from oceurring,




