
Community Solar for Municipalities 
 

 
 

U.S. Dept. of Energy SunShot Initiative 
Cook County Community Solar 

 

Solar PV installations nationally have grown more than one hundred-fold in the past 10 years. The 
average cost of installation has gone down by more than 60% in the same time period. Yet, still more 
than 80% of households cannot overcome the barriers to solar. 

 
 

How Does Community Solar Work? 

 Multiple participants benefit directly from the energy 
produced by one solar array.  

 Participants own or lease a portion of the system or buy 
(kWh) blocks of renewable energy generation. 

 Subscribers receive a credit on their electric bill 
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Why Community Solar? 

 Expands access to solar 

 Lowers cost of entry 

 Provides economies of scale to 
communities 

 Can strengthen the grid and mitigate 
peak demand 

 Supports Renewable Portfolio 
Standards for utilities 

 Provides a return on investment 

 Builds community 

Best Sites for Community Solar 

 Rooftops with 25,000 sf or more 

 Vacant land with 1.5 acres or more 

 No major visible obstructions that can’t 

be removed 

 Rooftop or land in Sunlight at least 3.7 

Hours each day 

 Rooftops with no structural impediments 

 Flat roofs or pitched <60 degrees 

 Land Slope <6 Degrees 
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What is the role of a municipality in community solar? 

Community solar requires either a rooftop or vacant land as a host site. Municipalities are well suited 
to host community solar on municipal buildings, community centers, park district structures or open 
land - anywhere with a significant space and, ideally, community visibility. Municipalities can also help 
facilitate siting with key stakeholders in the community. 

Where there is a substantial electric bill to offset, municipalities can serve as, or help identify “Anchor 
Subscribers” for community solar. These subscribers agree to purchase a significant portion of the 
electricity produced from the array, usually at a competitive or lower rate. 

Municipalities can help reach the community and acquire subscribers. Community solar helps expand 
access to solar, creates jobs and builds community, typically, with no cost to the municipality. 


